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ABSTRACT This special edition of The Anthropologist is intended as an inaugural publication of the
Commission for Migrant and Diasporic Studies, recently established for the International Union of
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES).  The selected papers were inspired by the first
set of sessions that were held in the IUAES Inter-Congress in Kolkatta, India, in December 2004 and
the prodding by Indian anthropologist Prof Vinodh Chandra in the following year at a conference in
Norway in June 2006.  The call for papers was made to attract papers from a wide array of related
disciplines to anthropology to reflect upon work that was both theoretical and ethnographic in nature.


