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ABSTRACT Assam is a rich zone of tribal cultural diversity. The Karbis are the early settlers and numerically dominant 
tribal group of Karbi Anglong district in Assam. Their livelihood is nourished in the lap of nature. Traditionally, they are 
animist and such beliefs, and practices are intimately related to their rite-de-passage, traditional economic organisation of 
jhum cultivation. During the last twenty years, along with Christianity, a number of significant changes have been noticed 
in their religious belief and practices. Configuration of temples and concept of idol worship has been noticed among them. 
Different new concepts of pollution and purity are noticeable in their dietary and allied livelihood practices. This paper is an 
attempt to know about the tradition and contemporary changes related to the religious belief and practices of the Karbis. The 
paper has tried to focus on the probable factors related to such changes based on primary data collected through fieldwork. 

THE ANTHROPOLOGIST
International Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man

	 PRINT: ISSN 0972-0073 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6802


