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ABSTRACT The famous Chinese anthropologist Tian Guang made an extraordinary contribution in the field of
Chinese overseas immigration by advancing the term “informal immigrant”. Professor Tian had been focusing on
the exceptional group of Chinese immigrants in Canada, which he referred to as “informal immigrants’, with the
intention of addressing key gaps in this research area. Moreover, Tian also used a novel research method that
inspires people to continue such anthropological studies in future. This paper summarizes and interprets Tian's
study of informal immigrants as well as his research method from various aspects.

INTRODUCTION

There arethree waves of Chineseimmigrant
periodsto North Americain history, respective-
ly theimmigrant periodsfrom 16" to 19" century,
from mid-19" century to early 20" century, and
from 1970sto present. Thethird period may also
be referred to as “the new immigrant wave’.
According to statistics, the number of the third
immigrants' wave had reached 10.4 million by
the end of last decade (Zhuang 2015). Many of
thoseimmigrantstake Canadaas an ideal coun-
try for themto immigrateto. However, there are
not only legal immigrantsbut also alot of illegal
immigrants, who reached Canada by illegal
means. Scholarsusually focus research on legal
immigrantswhileignoringtheillegal immigrants.
Assuch, Tian’s study challengesthese research
assumptions and brings light to current issues
regarding immigration research. Generally, be-
haviors of illegal immigrants are treated by the
public asillegal andirregular, by whom thelegit-
imacy isusually ignored. To avoid the prejudice
on thistype of immigrants, Tian putsforward a
new concept of informal immigrants, which ad-
dresses a gap in the research area. His major
research accomplishment in this areais repre-
sented in the book of Chinese translated ver-
sion by Wang Tianjin and Gu Libusitan, pub-
lished by the Commercia PressinBeijingin 2013.

Professor Tian's Doctoral Thesis was com-
pletedinYork University, Canadain 1995. It de-
cryptsthe Chineseinformal immigrantsin North
America. His study, a modified version of his

thesisthat wastranslated into English, was pub-
lished, and receives large-scaled academic at-
tention. Also, Tian expressed hisresearch inter-
estsinthefield of Chineseimmigration by refer-
ring to the Chineseinformal immigrantsin Tor-
onto, Canada, focusing on marginalized groups
and eloquently articulating his insightful
perspectives.

Till 2017, Tian’sacademic career has passed
more than 20 years. His research on the illegal
immigrants, however, has never stopped. It is
becoming a more and more typical case study
dueto the globalization and local crisis. Except
for Canada, in some other areasin America (Or-
renius 2001; Kwong 1997), Europe (Duvell 2006;
Burroughs 2015), India (Singh 2009), Malaysia
(Islam 2017) and China (Sun and Hou 2006), the
research about illegal immigrantsisalso avery
significant topic. As such the researchers main-
tain that Tian's study on illegal immigrants is
prospective. In recent years, problem of refu-
geesbecomeinternationally focused, aswell as
an obstacle for development. Tian’s research,
especially about informal immigrants’ adaption
to the new environment, can provide some work-
able solutionsto solve the international refugee
problem.

Thisstudy has strong directionality with the
use of anthropologic method and its analysis
on migrant people's daily life. The content of
thisreview includes somekey definitions, unique
methods of fieldwork, critical thinking, human-
istic feeling and hope for further study.
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Conceptualizing Informal | mmigrants

The central theoretical concept of the study
istheinformal immigrant. Beforefurther expla-
nation, the researchers must clarify the defini-
tion of animmigrant. It can be considered asthe
immigrants' right to keep intouch with local peo-
pleintheir social, culture, political and econom-
icrelations. Thesekinds of rights should be pro-
tected by theimmigrant law after theimmigrant’s
migration and permanent settlement. For the
term of “emigrants’, it mainly regards the emi-
grants’ behavior as a process to study, which is
essential to the whole study. The process of
immigration illustrated in thisresearch has great
contribution to studies on human beings' fea-
tures. It isnecessary to demonstrate an academ-
ic concept distinctly, as the researchers insist
that scholars must clearly describe the concept
they are conceptualizing rather than ambiguously
explainingit.

In terms of research objects, Tian's study
primarily examinestheimmigrantswho emigrate
from Chinato Toronto in Canadaand providesa
rich multitude of insightful commentary. This
study is an interesting piece of academic ac-
complishment discussing Chinese immigrants,
with certain cultural backgrounds, experiences
with how to earn the rights to survive and how
to adapt to foreign environment. It describes
how the Chinese people gained therightsinlife
and developed the capacity to adapt to circum-
stancesinanew culture. Itisstill easily readable
and accessibleto awide-ranging audience. With
sharp-eyes, prudential thoughts, meticulous
brushwork and humanistic care, Tian presented
astrong theoretical, readable and profound aca-
demic feast. The immigrants are categorized as
“new immigrants’ according to transnational-
ism, which refersthe migrating among countries.

The highest rate of emigration from China
to other countries was between late 1980s and
early 1990s, during that period China was still
relatively underdevel oped. In Mainland China,
informal immigrants refer to people who have
applied for refugee subsidiesin Canada, no mat-
ter of the acceptance or rejection of this peti-
tion. These immigrants can be classified into
three types: immigration for political reasons,
immigration for economic reasons, and immigra-
tion for personal reasons. Tian created theterm
of “informal immigrant” to indicate hisresearch
object instead of theterm of “refugee”. His con-
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siderations and justification can be elaborated
indetail below.

Theresearch objects are not authentic refu-
gees. “ Refugees areinvoluntary migration group
moved out from their home dueto push forces.”
From the motivations of moving, Chineseimmi-
grants do not possess any of the characteristics
of the authentic refugee. They came to Toronto
purely to pursue their dream. Although many
times, things did not turn out as theimmigrants
hoped, they had to struggle for an application
of refugee status to help for the sake of their
livelihood. Infact, itisjust atactic for immigra-
tion. They would conceal their refugee status
once the hard transition period passed. The
Chinese immigrants are concerned about being
regarded as refugees because they fear the hu-
miliation that may ensue oncetheir “refugee sta-
tus” is made known to relatives.

Therefore, “refugee” in their minds, espe-
cialy in the eyes of Chinese people, is just a
stigmatized group brand. On one hand, they had
to apply for a “refugee status’ just to sustain
their life. On the other hand, they tried hard to
deny their “refugee status’ to save their reputa-
tions. It isnecessary to maintain academicrigor,
humanism solicitude aswell as academic moral -
ity. Assuch, Tian used theterm “informal immi-
grants’ instead of “refugees’ throughout the
entire study process as the former definition
avoids prejudice. Tian studied informal immi-
grants carefully, and concluded that their status
representsdiversity and suffersmarginality. The
diversity indicatesthat theinformal immigrants
possess a sense of “dual-culturalism”, as they
possess both traditional Chinese culture and may
internalize the culture of their new destination.
Themarginality refersto how theseimmigrants
are stigmatized by others, and how they face
substantial hardship, with little sympathy from
authorities and neighbors.

Thefocusoninformal immigrantsiswithin
the scope of Toronto, discussing about “who”
areinformal immigrantsin mainland China. Why
and how they decide to becomeimmigrantsand
choose North America as the destination. What
kind of pressure did they experience? How did
they use social resources coming from personal
relationsand communitiesto deal with pressure?
What kind of strategy did they used to adapt to
new environments? How, why, when, where and
to whom did they present themselves as and
self-identify as? Finally, how were they identi-
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fied by the Chinese and non-Chinese who come
from different social and cultural backgrounds?

Evidence of humanistic feeling was appar-
ently shown throughout the research because
Tian had himself involved into the internal life
of the research objects. To face the objects, hu-
manistic feeling is one of the most important
perspectives that he utilized in hisresearch. As
such, hedid alot to help the research objectsto
remove themselves from the misunderstanding
of stigma to support and justify them. He ad-
hered to the rigorous academic style when he
did fieldwork, and he understood that the immi-
grants tried to fabricate lies for livelihood and
wellbeing, just like he mentioned that the refu-
gee system of Canada made these immigrants
dishonest. In fact, he thought that it is the way
to integrate the society much better. The action
to trump up lies contributed to find out the un-
derlying causes. The goal of Tian's study isto
restorethetruth and to present the factsthrough
applying refugeeidentity in hisresearch. Asthe
outcomes of his research, he proposed some
transcending thinking and advice about nation-
al policy. Herecommended that the government
should effectively formulate about the refugee
hearing and decision-making process. Being a
researcher, to face the transcending and deep
thoughts is the responsibility that an anthro-
pologist should have.

In addition, the researcher himself isalso an
immigrant from Mainland China. The personal
mindset always impacted this research. During
the research, Tian expressed hisideas from the
view of first person. He objectively described
the objects and balanced the position between
“1” and the objects. The objects from informal
immigrantsof Chinaare currently inforeignland
and culture, due to the academic thinking, he
had been in the neutral of the research, and how-
ever, some emotions were also evolved in this
study unconsciously. The feeling that he expe-
rienced was the same as those of who were in-
formal immigrants. Like many other Chineseim-
migrants, Tian also experienced strong diverse
cultural shock, such as livelihood pressure and
nostalgic thinking. At the beginning of field-
work, hetried hard tofit hisstyle of living to that
circumstance. As most immigrants did, he kept
in touch with peoplein China.

Dr. Tian himself isaChinesefrom the Main-
land China, having much in common on cultural
values and experience with theseimmigrants, so

it is hard to avoid the objectivity in study. Asa
researcher, it isalso hard for him to completely
getinvolvedintolocal life. Obviously, Tian has
beenin adilemma, not only being into their life
but al so being into the objective position. Based
on the emotional perspective, the study isfrom
the Chinese view with humanistic care. It shows
some anthropology reflections, while is there
real reason and ethnography. Chen Qingde, a
Chinese anthropol ogist, indicates that the theo-
retic analysis and statement of facts from eth-
nology or anthropology, is not only related to
the facts that could not be self-assured from
neutrality but also presented and hel ped under-
stand the different culture background and life-
style from the fundamental task of subjects.
These goals could not be achieved by neutral
value criterion (Chen 2006).

The study of Tian'sinformal migrationisa
typical experimental ethnographic study. It aims
to extract some deep reflections from diversity
culture. As Qu Mingan thinks, the postmodern-
ism anthropol ogists deem that individualism, ego
and emotion are issues of traditional ethnogra-
phy frame that could not be avoided. While for
the experimental ethnography, to explore the
three factors could make anthropol ogists deep-
ly dissect the cultural difference, because the
culture diversity rootsin personal emotion and
theinnate thought of different nation to the per-
sonal and social relationship. Without clearly
investigating the feelings and experience of di-
verse cultures and manifestations patterns, it is
difficult to appreciateitsnature or evento trans-
mit culture from oneto another (Qu 2009: 36).

It isworth noting that though the study was
recounted from Chinese view, Tian did his best
to get the reason from the strict and emotional
point of view. To reveal the humanistic feelings
is based on facts and academic rational. If only
from the Western view, the researchers do the
same research about informal migrants, it must
be another presentation of facts.

Being a Chinese, Tian tried to hide the real
identity to conduct theimmigrants' research and
kept the mid attitude on academic view for the
way of rationalization. All hedidisto beappre-
ciated. Being aspokesperson of Chinamainland's
informal migrants, hetold thetruth of their tough
life and analyzed the root of the main pressure,
which isthat they had no legal status. For them,
applying for the refugee status is one of the
most useful tactics to achieve their immigrant
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dream, while if they are refused to accept their
application, their dreams are difficult to achieve.
Being in the social situation of triangle nexus,
like being amongst Chinese mainland informal
immigrants, the host country and their mother-
land, it is hard to adapt, survive and improve.
When Tian stayed in their life circle, he found
their endless mental state. Being in thiskind of
group, they are often discriminated by Chinese
and North American. To conquer all thetrouble
as they were treated as such, they did all they
could to obtain the legal status. Successfully
transforming isan available strategy to gain their
status.

The humanistic feeling that he mentioned is
not only from his own emotion but also from the
characteristic and contribution of the subject.
In the preamble of One Discipline, Four Ways,
Gao Bingzhong indicated that anthropology isa
subject about getting into theinner life of acer-
tain group to find the truth of the group’slife, or
in other words, anthropology is to do surveys
in a specific society and to give the humanistic
care for some people (Barth 2008: Preamble).
Anthropology could be abasic subject of social
science, dueto the special view, mind and meth-
ods of subject. It shows the research in some
certain societies of the various politics, econo-
my, law, education and psychology. Thus, the
study could be a sample of humanistic feelings
infieldwork undoubtedly.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The same identity as a Chinese may or can
offer some help, but when Tian stepped into the
field, inescapably he a so had to face many trou-
bles. Facing so many kinds of problems, Tian
handled them with effect and set a perfect exam-
plefor anthropologists. As an international stu-
dent from Chinato Canada, his doctoral thesis
got the local government funds, however, this
made the target groups think that his work was
for the government and took precautions against
him. At the beginning, Tian did not know whether
he should tell the truth to the objects or not. As
being an anthropologist, being honest is the
theoretical moral of anthropology. On the one
hand, if he told his intention, the objects may
givehimacold shoulder, while onthe other hand,
if he hid the fact and got exposed one day, the
objects will not forgive his deceptive behavior.
After weighing and pondering, he decided to
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follow ethical standards of anthropology and
disclose hisidentity as aresearcher. During his
fieldwork, hedid hisbest to do all the affairsthat
he could to help the objects, and inadvertently
he also gained the trust from them.

However, like he mentioned that the identity
ambiguity of being in aspecific cultural context
put him in dilemma. Some of them regarded him
as their friends but not all of them. Sometimes
they respected him as a scholar but not their
friend. Though Tian wanted to join them, they
aways kept a distance from him. Doing field-
work is hard to assimilate into field, and one
must face some unexpected things. As most an-
thropol ogists, when contacting the objects, itis
inevitable to put oneself in potential danger or
illegal activities. Being observed, Tian always
reminded himself to appropriately deal with
these sensitiveissues and relative problems. He
often needed to choose from many choices,
whether he should disclose lies or keep silent.
K eeping silent became his normal behavior ex-
cept touching someillegal activities. Usually, he
must tell alie for protecting his objects so that
they are not discriminated or recognized by their
status. After gaining the intimate relationship,
to consider the objects’ profit became the main
principle.

Tian always reminded himself that it is es-
sential to make self-adjustments during field-
work. He thought anthropol ogy research or ob-
servation is a communion form between re-
searchers and their objects or between observ-
ers and their objects. Facing troubles when be-
inginfieldwork, it can be adjusted by oneself or
settled by sincerity to object, which is exactly
what Tian did in his study process. Asis well
known, the long-term participation is one of the
best ways to research than any other methods.
Facts speak louder than words. Maybe owing to
frequency of contact with the object and serving
them, gradually theseinformal immigrants began
toregard Tian asone of their members, trustwor-
thily and hel pfully. Based on the principle of mu-
tual benefit, Tian deemed that the principle was
the best way to get onwell with objectsand deeply
involveinto thelife of objects. Tian thought that
thegodl of fieldworkersand the community inter-
ests are complementary. Being reciprocal isthe
way to establish a harmonious relationship. He
positively devoted his effort into the establish-
ment process and the running of refugee orga
nizationsin Mainland China.
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The organizations gradually got more atten-
tion from governments. This organization just
like media conveyed their heartfelt wishes that
they concerned to government and some cer-
tain communities. Successfully intervening into
and obtaining study effect as expected made
him rethink the position of researchers. Tradi-
tionally, the anthropol ogists can get their most
valuable and reliableinformation mainly dueto
their status as “foreigners’. Observation and
participant observation are madefull useby Tian
during his fieldwork. Moreover, not being a
stranger, for smoothly launching work and sus-
tained doing survey, he thoroughly involved
into and properly went into the object’slifewith
faith, persistence and reciprocity. The methods
effectively merged to use the subjective and
objective of anthropology research clearly ap-
peared in his research.

Naribilige emphasized theimportance of pro-
cess study, only regarding the social develop-
ment and social lifestyle, as a process that can
be observed as movements of traditional culture
accurately, then transform it to social productive
forcesand positive humane capital (Na2011). As
to current overseasimmigrant study, “regular im-
migrants’ had attracted many peopl€’s attention
while“irregular immigrants’ and “illegal immi-
grants” were not paid enough attention. More-
over, most immigrant studies are focused on the
level of system and policy studies, and most of
them are from macro perspective.

Tian conducted a microscopic research un-
der the macroscopic vision. He took a concrete
community as the study object, and then went
deeper into daily lifeof immigrantswho areliving
inthe community and studied their adaptive pro-
cess. It israreto take immigrants' behavior asa
lasting process to study. The study of informal
immigrants, which the writer has been studying,
is deep and representative. The immigrant is a
process, whichisinfluenced by social cultureand
personal changes. Adaptationisnot only a“pro-
cess’ but also can beregarded as a“ state”. Asa
process, adaptation can be viewed as a changing
process of self-identity and social system accep-
tance, helping immigrants to use the host coun-
try’s system to adapt local social environment.
By studying how the family influenced the im-
migration policy and adaptation in immigrant
process of Chinese mainland informal immi-
grants, Tian pointed out that as for Chinese,
family and kinship are the center of most social

function (politics, economy, culture and enter-
tainment). He highlighted that the self-identity
of the Chinese new generation is becoming in-
creasingly solid, and they would rather acknow!-
edge egoism and materialism than maintain fam-
ily relationships and traditional valueslikelike
before.

New Chinese communities have weakened
traditional structures aswell as the moral com-
munity, which is based on kinship. Family kin-
ship is no longer the main principle of social
interaction. Meanwhile, the personal social rela
tionship has been playing avery important role
between Chinese and other ethnic groups, and
between Chinese people of different sub-social
groups and sub-cultural groups. Tian analyzed
the changing of informal immigrants' cultural
values deeply through the study process. Only
theimmigrant individual re-viewshimself or her-
self could he or she adapt to the unfamiliar envi-
ronment. However, this process should be ac-
companied with another process, which is the
changing of their previous socia and cultural
values. Intraditional Chinese people’'smind, the
difference between subjective ego and objec-
tive ego is very vague. In Chinese, the expres-
sionof “I” and“we” isnot clearly distinguished.
In this case, human egos are usually displaced,
as people’s social roles are usually particular.
After settling down in North America, most Chi-
nese immigrants had learned how to highlight
themselves and learned how to place themselves
in the position, which could be better than oth-
ers. Tian just used the angle of process study to
pay close attention to position changing, which
wastriggered by social changing of immigrants.

A good academic research project outcome
can create more opportunities for the research-
ersto better continuetheir research. Tian'sstudy
developed in the same direction as thisway. In
the end of the study, the writer considered mod-
estly where is the forum for developing in fu-
ture, then put forward the self-confidence for
future task with prospective theories and prob-
lems. Tian took the study of immigrant process
as the process of continuous research. He
thought the study could further develop in the
process of immigrants' adaptation and coping
skills due to the relative problem of adaptation
hasfurther roomsto bediscussed. Different from
the social economic adaptation, which only
needs short-term observation, the observation
of social cultural adaptation needs a long-term
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practice. If it is true the social cultural adapta-
tion is a protracted process, Tian thought for
those Chineseinformal immigrantswho just came
from Chinaonly three and four years the social
cultural adaptation was just beginning. He had
steered start-up works for the study of social
adaptation of informal immigrants, anditisalso
aleading work. How the future’simmigrantsto
regard their new social environment, which they
need to adapt and what istheir expressioninten
or twenty years? What is the new insight for
China and Canada? These are questions that
Tian believed need further discussion.

Theoretical Dialogue: Critical Thinking

Critical thinking refersto the ability and pro-
cess to assess elements of thoughts by using
certain standards of evaluativethinking. Critical
thinking and skillsplay asignificant roleinsin-
cereand rightful debate aswell asacademic crit-
icism (Wu 2002). The content of Tian'sstudy is
full of theoretical concepts, which are logically
cogent. The process of argumentation is well
argued and precisely reasoned. For readers, the
study isnot only apopul ar reading material, but
also arich source for theory. The writing pro-
cess of athesis also encompasses a process of
developing dialogue with theory experts. Tian
not only borrowed existing ideas but also re-
thought existing theories critically. He utilized
theory to explain facts and presented evidence
to construct a dialogue with past theories, and
critical comment or judgment about existing the-
ory and further supply and re-explain or inno-
vate based on evidence.

Throughout the study, Tian communicated
with several theoristshailing from different fields.
In the process of dialogue with previous theo-
ries, Tian kept critical attitude as the support to
read those theories critically. As the investiga-
tion deepens, the former theory cannot assure
to support research objects in certain back-
ground so thewriter would use existing resourc-
es to explain within certain scope. The critical
consciousness of thewriter could have built the
foundation of an excellent doctoral dissertation,
while the construction of critical thinking and
theory were based on the field research. Ma
Chongwei pointed out that fieldwork is not just
to collect resources but the process to produce
classical theories, including collecting informa-
tion through participating in observation aswell
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as other methods (Ma and Zhang 2005).

Thetheories, which support the study main-
ly, include ego, self-expression and self-identifi-
cation, nationality, national identity and adap-
tive process, pressure, solution and adaptation.
Throughout the research, one can review the
Tian's critical thinking through his theoretical
discussion about ego, self-expression and self-
identification. He had introduced how Western
scholars, such as Marsella and Johnson, define
“ego” according to their culture and then put
forward their own ideas. However, when there-
searchers consider the impacts of culture, it
should be not only take the difference between
China and Western world on the definition, but
also consider how the “ego” changesin differ-
ent environments from broader angle of social
and culture change. As such, the writer devel-
oped academic dialogue with Hu Qian, Du We-
iming and Xu Langguang about the theoretical
study about the change of ego and self-con-
sciousness. He thought that the ego of tradi-
tional Chineseis not fixed, if without any sup-
port from society, oneself could not develop at
al.

Tian had put forward the expression of “ego”
after reviewed and dialogued with theories of
ego, self-expression and self-identification. In
short, the ego of traditional Chinese take soci-
ety as the center, it is obviously different from
the Western people's take on himself or herself
asthe center or Xu Lang Guang's theory of the
new Chinese style “ego”, Tian had a profound
understanding about the theory when he dis-
coursed to it, and he also extended the theory
on thisbasis. He combined this theory and ego
theory together and then put forward the con-
cept of “dignity” and “face”, which are impor-
tant for Chinese after he had borrowed the idea
from Goffman who made an analogy of social
interaction and dramatic performance. Tian made
the annotation to “face culture” of Chinese cul-
ture during his investigation. He thought that
thefacefor Chinesejust likesocial capital, which
can be built for personal social relationship, if
one'sfaceisenough he or she could attain rela-
tionship and expand social relationship network
easily. Tian absorbed current theories critically
based on dialogue with many relative theories,
then put forward atheoretical explanation, which
is suitable to study. He had used the concepts
of self-expression and self-identification in the
study mainly referring to the process of informal
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immigrantsfrom Mainland Chinawho are shaped
by different identities. Due to this the ego is
unfixed so it can form multipleidentities.

Thecritical thought isnot naturally or prob-
ably existing in untrained and spontaneous
thought. Nobody can declare himself or herself
asascholar with completecritical thought while
just in some extent. One has certain degree of
insight and blind spot with tendency of self-
delusion. Therefore, the skill of critical thought
and the development of practice should be a
lifelong endeavor (Wu 2002). Tian'scritical aca
demic thought in the process of study is worth
learning and borrowing, especially for those
young scholarswho are just embarking on their
academic path. Tian has taught that one should
not simply just follow blindly with authoritative
anthropological theory, but should dialogue
with theories based on understanding and mas-
tering them. The keynote of dialogue iscommu-
nication. Through communication, the scholars
can put forward advicesaswell ascreativeideas.
Itisvery important for scholarsto query in aca-
demic study, and then put forward theoriesfrom
different perspectives. Tian’scritical thought has
given scholars enlightenment, so it is necessary
for scholars to cultivate critical thought.

CONCLUSON

The study on the discovery of the Chinese
informal migrants in North Americais an aca-
demic dissertation with academic norm and
depth. Professor Tian based on detailed anthro-
pological fieldwork, proposed anew immigrant
category to be termed as informal immigrants
that have not been studied enough by scholars
previously. Locating informal immigrants to
study inthewider context of social, political and
psychological structures, Tian dialogued with
different theories such as ego, nationalism and
pressure theories. To integrate into theinformal
immigrants group, Professor Tian insisted on
the principle of being mutually beneficial, ad-
justing himself when meeting difficulties, under-
taking the doubt and exclusion from all sides.
Thelong-term deep fieldwork provided the ex-
planation of atypical casefor thefieldwork meth-
ods of anthropology.

The research focuses on the “informal mi-
gration” of margina groups, which shows the
humanitarian mind and the migration behavior
as a process, so the consideration on the same

time process research al so provided room to re-
search migration problem. Basing on the dedi-
catefieldwork, Tian presented an excellent work
about international migration. Pondering thekey
points of the whole study, the outcome of the
research provides some useful suggestions to
readers.

Readers should pay attention to the initia-
tiveof informal migrategroup. Theinitiative has
penetrated every part of the study. Thiskind of
migration possessing so much initiative is be-
cause of their special status in a pristine envi-
ronment and culture. These people are not only
ignored by the new state, but also are preju-
diced by theformal Chinese migration society in
Canada. This group adopted every strategy to
survive and get happy life. Theinteresting thing
is that they even have to cheat to approach the
preferential policy of the Canada government.
Theinformal migrantsinitiatively fabricate asto-
ry illustrating that they are forced to leave their
county because of their democratic activitiesto
get the identified refugee status, which is an
effortless way to obtain Canadian citizenship.

Besides, the initiative also presents on how
they change their self-identity, how they deal
with the rel ationship with the Canadian and for-
mal Chinese migrants, how to fight for the ac-
ceptance by Canada society, and how to allevi-
ate the strength. Moreover, the way that Tian
participated the informal group during the re-
search process should be a good example to
consider by relevant study projects.

RECOMMENDATIONS

There are two kinds of investigators when
conducting fieldworks as anthropol ogists—
those who are neutral and those who takeinitia-
tiveto get involved with local people. Obvious-
ly, Tian adopted the second approach in his
study. Infact, itisareciprocity relation between
investigator and those being investigated. Inthe
process of research, Tian played roles of spokes-
man, tranglator, leader and so on. It means that
he got involved into the informants’ lives and
helped them to face and overcome the difficul-
ties. However, a dilemma situation occurred
when the researcher got involved in the infor-
mants’ lives too closely. The researcher might
influenceinformants' thinking and social lifeas
well, which should be devoid from the perspec-
tiveof traditional view. Facing thisdilemma, Tian
held the opinion that it is not necessary to wor-
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ry about it, the researcher should beinvolvedin
the informants’ social lives, which can guaran-
tee the formation of the good relationship be-
tween investigator and informant if the influ-
ence is positive to the people being studied.
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