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ABSTRACT The main objective of this research is to determine the expectations and perceptions of teachers and
principals at public elementary schools of the responsibilities of school principals.  The research was conducted in
a qualitative design, and data was collected by the interview method. The participants in the study comprised 9
principals and 10 teachers from public elementary schools in 11 sub-provinces of Istanbul. A semi-structured
interview form developed by the researcher was used as a data collection tool. Data was analyzed using the content
analysis technique. According to the research findings, the participants perceive the concept of responsibility in
school administra tion in the context of conscientious responsibility, parental responsibility, representation
responsibility, and especially legal responsibility. School principals are, to a large extent, unable to fulfill the
responsibilities expected of them, and give higher priority to finding funding sources for the school, conducting
daily operations, and ensuring non-violation of legislation and school security, rather than accomplishing educational
goals.
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