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ABSTRACT The objective of the current study is to examine the context and processes of sex trafficking of
children for brothel-based prostitution in West Bengal. The present paper is based on a qualitative design and
thematic analysis of the primary data collected from the sex trafficked victims who have been rescued from the
brothels. Four major pathways of trafficking have been identified for the children: employment induced trafficking,
lure of better opportunities in the urban areas, facade of romantic relations, and run away children who easily
succumb to the bait of traffickers. Based on the findings of the study certain policy recommendations have been
suggested.
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