@53 THE ANTHROPOLOGIST

Publishers since 1933( Tornational Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man

© Kamla-Raj 2010 Anthropologist, 12(2): 113-117 (2010)
PRINT: ISSN 0972-0073 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6802 DOI: 10.31901/24566802.2009/12.02.06

An Appreciation of the Sate Of Visual Artsin Nigeria (1900-1970)

Godwin Ogheneruemu Irivwieri

Department of Fine & Applied Arts, Delta State University, Abraka, Nigeria
Cell phone: +2348023787331, +2348064402390
E-mail: dririvwieri@yahoo.com

KEYWORDS Contemporary. |dentity. Evolution. Cultural Advocacy. [diom

ABSTRACT This study chronicles the evolution and state of visual artstraining in Nigeria. Sequel
to the seemingly incomprehensible concept and doubt as to the existence of Nigerian art, the writer
attempts to demystify the erroneous impression to state the character of Nigerian art in the global art
scene - an art with a culture-bound philosophy. Through review of relevant literature, the study has
created abenchmark through the following periodization depicting the postul ated chronological trend
in Nigerian visual arts - Phase I: (1900--1938) - Period of Sowing the Seed of Formal Art Trainingin
Nigeria and Phase 11:(1939 - 1970) - The search for Identity/Promotions of Nigerian Art. These
creative and conceptual landmarks are attempts to provide ideological handles for the historical
narrative of the state of Nigerian visua arts. Within this period, Nigeria witnessed great creative
awareness in the global art scene, which shows that Nigerian art has indeed come of age.
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