ISSN 0972-0073

€ THE ANTHROPOLOGIST

Publishers since 1933 7utornational Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man

© Kamla-Raj 2009 Anthropoloaist, 11(1): 31-38 (2009)
PRINT: ISSN 0972-0073 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6802 DOI: 10.31901/24566802.2009/11.01.06

Farewell Ritual and Transmigrating Souls:
Secondary Funeral of the Attappadi Kurumbas

Manjula Poyil

Department of History and Heritage Studies, University of Kannur, Kerala, India
E-mail: poyilmanjula@yahoo.com

KEYWORDS Death Ceremony. Funeral Car. Communion of the Soul. Ossuary

ABSTRACT Thisarticle examinestheritual importance of the secondary funeral of the Kurumbas
and placesit in the context of tribal religion and social relations. Among a chain of ceremonies that
mark atribal funeral, secondary funeral isthe most elaborate and ritually the most complex. Tribal
peopleall over theworld practice secondary funeralsbut in Keralaonly two tribes, namely, Kurumbas
and the Mudugas of Attappadi, practiceit. Asthe most primitive tribal groups now livingin Kerala,
the cultural practices of these tribes are exceptionally relevant to the study of archaic societies. The
ritual is an elaborate process and is the formal ceremony by which the souls of the dead of afixed
period are cheerfully sent to the world of the spirits with the accompaniment of song, music and
blood sacrifice. It alsoinvolvestheretrieval and reburial of therelics of the dead. Spirit worship and
ancestor worship arethe basic elements of thereligion of the Attappadi tribes. Ritualslike secondary
funeral have diametrically oppositerolesin atribal society —while helping to maintain tribal unity
and solidarity, it exhaust the surplus necessary for an economic growth. However, the advancing
process of acculturationisbringing about acrisisin religious practices based on ancestor-cult and is
apointer to the slow but steady transformation.
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