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ABSTRACT Thisstudy investigatesthe participation of local |eadersin decision-makinginAjaawa
Community of Oyo State, Nigeria. Sixty community |eaders (both visible and concealed) wereidentified
and interviewed with the aid of validated interviewed schedule. Datarevealed that the respondents
spread across social, political, religious and traditional functions. Twenty percent are female, 90%
married, while 8% are below 40 years old, mean ageis 58years. About 88% areliterate. Mgjor areas of
decision-making whereleadersregularly participate arereligion, chieftaincy, community safety and
community development. Community development commands the highest involvement (81.7%)
followed by community safety (70%). Of all the CD projectsundertakeninthelast 5 years, the market
had the highest proportion (71.7%) of leadersinvolved inits decision-making followed by the palace
(63.3%). Leadership responsibility areasfor each project are people mobilization, meetings, finance,
and linkage. Personal participationin CD projects by the leadersreveal ed that the market and palace
commanded the highest involvement. Where leaders unite and make sound collective decisions, the
community maintains peace and devel opment.



