
© Kamla-Raj 2008 Anthropologist, 10(1): 11-20 (2008)

Genetic Profile of Jenu Kuruba, Betta Kuruba and Soliga Tribes
of Southern Karnataka and Their Phylogenetic Relationships

Satish Kumar

Anthropological Survey of India, Manav Bhavan, Bogadi, Mysore 570 006
Karnataka, India

E-mail: satishky_yadav@yahoo.co.in

KEYWORDS Genetic Polymorphisms. Population Phylogenetic Relationship. Karnataka Tribes

ABSTRACT  The genetic affinity of the three tribes, two belonging to Kuruba/Kurumba cluster
(viz. Jenu Kuruba and Betta Kuruba) and the third (viz. Soliga tribe)- immediate neighbor of the first
two but not the part of Kuruba/Kurumba cluster has been studied using ten polymorphic genetic
markers.  To investigate, whether all the Kuruba/Kurumba groups are related to the Pallava dynasty
and are the off shoots of the same stock as suggested in many ethnographic studies. The distribution
of the allele frequencies of ten polymorphic loci, and population genetic models calculated there
upon; do not support the relationships of the Kuruba cluster for the Jenu Kuruba and Betta Kuruba.
However the studied three tribes show a low genetic distance suggesting a recent divergence or low
degree of genetic isolation.


