ISSN 0972-0073

€ THE ANTHROPOLOGIST

Publishers since 1933 7utornational Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man

© Kamla-Raj 2007 Anthropologist, 9(4): 289-294 (2007)
PRINT: ISSN 0972-0073 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6802 DOI: 10.31901/24566802.2007/09.04.05

A Second Charak Festival from Delhi

Abhik Ghosh and Anil Kishore Sinha
Department of Anthropology, Panjab University, Chandigarh, India

KEYWORDS Charak Puja. West Bengal. Hook-Swinging. Ordeal. Oath

ABSTRACT The Charak pujaisasymbol and formsakey symbol whereavariety of other symbols
cluster around. The festival is analysed in conjunction with the earlier Charak puja seen in Delhi.
This gives an idea of the reasons that cluster around the key symbol of the festival. The elements of
the festival, involving a period of preparation, fasting and then prayers and hook-swinging, are an
essential fabric around which atapestry of relations and needs are woven. The people then use the
availablelocal materialsto keep alive asemblance of theritual sthat these migrantsfrom West Bengal
used to follow. Thus this paper uses the concepts inherent in these local symbols to discover the
universal referents of the general culture.



