ISSN 0972-0073

€D THE ANTHROPOLOGIST

Publishers since 1933( o rnational Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man
© Kamla-Raj 2007 Anthropologist, 9(1): 73-78 (2007)
PRINT: ISSN 0972-0073 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6802 DOI: 10.31901/24566802.2007/09.01.07

The Status of the Race Concept in Contemporary
Biological Anthropology: A Review

Goran Strkalj

School of Anatomical Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand , 7 York Road
2198 Partktown , South Africa
Telephone: +27-11-717-2114, Fax: +27-11-717-2422, E-mail: Goran.Strkalj@wits.ac.za

KEYWORDS ‘Race’. Human Variation. Biological Anthropology

ABSTRACT The race concept dominated the study of human biological variation for centuries. Prior
to, and especially after, the Second World War, a number of anthropologists questioned the scientific
value of the concept, initiating a debate over ‘the existence of human races’. Research suggests that
the debate has still not been resolved, as significant differences exist among anthropologists from
different countries and regions of the world. In some places the concept of race seems to be falling out
of favour (e.g., the USA and Western Europe), while in others it is generally accepted (e.g., China and
Eastern Europe). The reasons for these differences are many and complex. They are of a scientific,
ideological and professional nature. Furthermore, it would appear that chance, especially in smaller
countries, plays a significant role in the attitudes of biological anthropologists towards the race
concept.




