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ABSTRACT Finger print patterns of 150 leprosy patients (100 paucibacillary and 50 multibacillary
leprosy) were compared with 100 controls matched accordingly. The finger print pattern such as
whorls, loops, arches, total finger ridge count (TFRC) and absolute finger ridge count (AFRC) were
calculated. These dermatoglyphic parameters were compared to that of the controls. It was observed
that the finger print pattern showed increase in the whorls and decrease in the loops in paucibacillary
leprosy patients and increase in the loops and decrease in whorls in multibacillary leprosy patients
(p<0.001) which is highly significant when compared to that of the control. The difference in the mean
TFRC and AFRC in paucibacillary and multibacillary was also found to be highly significant (p<0.001)
when it was compared to the control.


