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ABSTRACT  A study of defective colour vision was carried out among the Hakkipikkis of  Mysore district of  Karnataka. It was found that the percentage frequency of red green colour blindness was 4.16%.
INTRODUCTION
                colour blindness is one of the extensively studied genetic marker in the study of human variation and it is an important genetic trait in the field of human genetics.  It has been suggested that natural selection operates in higher intensity colour vision deficiency among many primitive populations (Pickford, 1963; Roberts, 1967).
MATERIALS AND METHODS
        The present study was conducted on Hakkipikkis, a tribal population of Pakshirajpura of Hunsur taluk of Mysore district, Karnataka state. Hakkipikkis speaks a language which is a mixture of Gujarati, Hindi, Marathi and Rajasthani languages (Mann, 1980). All the Hakkipikkis irrespective of their location at different places and in smaller groups can distinctly be divided in to two social divisions; the Mhoto and Nahno. In the pattern of social stratification, the Mhoto division occupies a higher place. The descent of the family is patrilineal type. A preferred form of family in Hakkipikki society is the nuclear one. The joint family among the Hakkipikkis is a recent introduction, especially after their being colonized at one place and given land and houses. 
Though the Hakkipikkis society is predominantly monogamous, the cases of polygamous union can also be seen.
           A sample of 100 (48 males and 52 females) living in Pakshirajpura were examined for red green colour vision defect using Ishiharas (1980) isochromatic plates with a sufficient day light. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
         Table 1, shows the distribution of colour blindness among the Hakkipikkis. It was observed that, out of 100 subjects tested, 2 males were found to be colour blind. No female colour blind is obseved. The incidence of defective colour vision among the males is found to be 4.16 percent. The frequencies of protan (2.08%) and deutan (2.08%) were found to be same. 

When compared with other tribal populations of India, it is observed that, the incidence of colour blindness was found to be (4.72%) among the kurubas of Karnataka (sastry 1974). Barua (1985) and Mukherjee (1963), observed the Hajongs and Khasis of Meghalaya, and found the same incidence (3.08%) of colour blindness. While, Berthakur et al. (1997) failed to find any colour blind individuals in the Dalu. Reddy and Papa rao (1995) observed the higher incidence of (4.40%) of colour blindness in comparison with other tribal populations of Andhra Pradesh. In this respect, they are closer to the caste populations of Andhra Pradesh. 

Table   1: Incidence of red green colour blindness among Hakkipikkis
	  Sex
	Number
	Normal
	Colour blind
	Protan type
	Deutan type

	 
	 
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%

	Male
	48
	46
	95.83
	2
	4.16
	1
	2.08
	1
	2.08

	Female
	52
	52
	100
	 -
	 -
	- 
	- 
	- 
	- 
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