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Traditional Range Condition and Trend Assessment: Lessons
from Pokot and Il Chamus Pastoralists of Kenya
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ABSTRACT This paper provides the results of a case study of some traditional range management
methods of the Pokot and Il Chamus pastoralists of northwestern Kenya. The study focused on the
factors used in monitoring and evaluating range condition and range condition trend, and seasonal
range suitability to grazing by these communities. It is clear that these pastoralists have an intimate
traditional and cultural attachment to resources at their disposal. They have, over time, devised
techniques that ensure their survival under the highly vagarious environments; they are cognizant of
changes and correlations in their rangelands, but may not understand causality. The study
demonstrates that there are fundamental differences in the way these pastoral communities monitor
and assess rangelands, compared to the western-oriented range scientists. For instance, pastoralists
use livestock performance and ecological parameters as important indicators of range condition, while
range scientists use plants. The results of this study support the theory of complementarity of
modern scientific knowledge and traditional pastoral knowledge in pastoral development.
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