D Kamla-Raf 2001
PRINT: ISSN 0972-0073 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6802

Anthropologisi, 3(2): 135-137 (2001)
DOI: 10.31901/24566802.2001/03.02.11

Socio-demographic Characteristics of Semi-nomadic Lohar-
Gadivas of Malthon Town of Sagar District, Madhya Pradesh

Ankur Yadav, AN, Sharma and Amita Jain

Department af Anthrapology, Dr. HL5 Gour University, Sagar 470 003, Madhpa Pradech, India

KEY WORDS Lohar-Gadiyas. Dependency Ratio. Index
of Aging. Child-women Ratie. Madhya
Pradesh

ABSTRACT The paper presents some aspecis of the de-
rmagraphic characteristics of the Lohar-Gadiyas of Malthon
wwn of Sagar distnict, Madhya Pradesh. The findings indi-
caie that rmajority of population is illiterate and poor. The
population indices are lagging behind ihe state populatum.
The fertility and mortality level are high. The mifant mor-
tality rate s guite high. Acceplance of family wellane is
almast mil. Under these crrcumstances it is highly desirable
o take step for reducing infant mortality by imgroving
mather and child health services and by increasing accep-
tance of family welfare devices.

INTRODUCTION

It has been estimated that every individual
have some specific opinion about the health, ill-
ness and health secking behaviour which may
be expressed in their concerning environmenL.
The genetic endourment and environmental fac-
tors like nutrition, hygeine, parasitic load etc.
through their mutual interaction play an impor-
tant role of the disease, In this way, socio-de-
maographic study of any population help in health
promotion and disease curative strategies. A
number of studies on demographic characteris-
tics have been made by various investigators like
Hu (1955), Forter (1954), Mahapatra (1972),
Yelsma and Athapilly (1988), Pandey and Goel
(1999}, Jain (2000), Yadav (2000) and others
Eic.

The Lohar-Gadiyas are semi-nomadic in na-
ture, i.e., they are in a phase of transition period
in between settlement and nomadism. Here, in
Malthon town they lives in a camp, by making
their houses in a tent like shape, on wooden pil-
lars and by polythene roof. The Lohar-Gadiyas
main occupation is blacksmith work, by which
they prepare the articles of iron, but by primi-
tive techniques. These Lohar-Gadiyas stays in
M althon town from the first week of July to Sec-
ond-third week of November, than from there,

they migrate to different directions on their bul-
lock carts and again repeat this cycle next year.
The Lohar-Gadiyas are found in most of the parts
of India but they are known and pronounced by
different names in different parts of India. These
are called as “Gadulia-Lohar™ in Rajasthan,
“Loha-Rajputs in Maharashtra™, but in
Bundelkhand region of Madhya Pradesh they are
called as “Lohar-Gadiya" because they are en-
gaged in blacksmith work by primitive tech-
niques and move from place to place on their
small bullock carts. As no proper demographic
study and other socio-economic aspects of Lohar
Gadiva available, so an attempt has been made
in this paper to throw some light on these as-
pects of the Lohar-Gadivas.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The present study is conducted in Malthon
town of Malthon block in Khurai Tehsil of Sagar
District of Madhya Pradesh, India. The block
lies in berween 24° 01% north and 78% 184 east
and covers an area of 756 sq. km. whereas
Malthon town covers an area of 4 sg.km, The
Malthon own is situated exactly on National
Highway Number twenty-six, in between Sagar-
Jhansi road about sixty kms away from Sagar
headguarter.

The entire population of 677 individuals dis-

. tmbuted i 127 houschold were covered in the

study, The study 15 made by random sampling
and semiparticipant method by using structured
schedule.

The socio-demographic characteristics were
obtained by observation relating to occupation,
average monthly income, type of life, number
of room in house, place of defecation, average
family size, marriage patiern, marital status, de-
pendance ratio, educational attainment, vital
rates, fertility rate, growth rate and index of ag-
ing efc.
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The result of the stady are presented in the
following tables:-

Table 1 reveals that about 96.06 per cent
houwsehold of the Lohar-Gadiyas families lives
in a nuclear family and 3.94 per cent lives ina
joint family. The most of Lohar-Gadiyas lives
in @ temporary houses or tent like house made
on wooden pillars of polythene roof (95.27 per
cent) and few of them lived in a bricked side
wall houses with a roof of Kupper's or cemented
lantan (4,73 per cent). The majority of Lohar-
Gadiyas (95.27 per cent) have only one room

Table 1: Sacie-Demagraphic characteristics of Lohar-
Gadiyas of Malthon town

Y No. Charocherisiics Lober-Cradipas
. Papulation Covered 67T
) Mumber of household studics 127
i Type of household
{a} Muclear a6, 0t
(k) Joime 1.5,
iq. Average family size 5465 mdividuals
5. Ape al marriage
{a) Male 16-25 wears (74.02%:)
{b) Female 16-25 years (51.17%)
(€} Widow/Davorce 1.31%
s Lileracy rale (bt years)
{a) Mabe . 26%
{b) Female .33%
{c} Toeal 03P
7 Occupation
{2} Blacksmith work E5.04%
{b) Animal domestication 3045
{e]) bath Blacksmith work and 11.02%
animal domestication
b Monthlhy income Average aboul
. 1200 1o 2500
L Type ol howses
{a) Tent like houses made on 08 3T%
waaden pillars by
polythens roof
(b} House of bricked side walls 4 53%
and ool of K uppar’
cemenbed kanben
1. Murmber of rooms (mcluding Kibchen)
{a) Oine room Q5. 2%
(b} Two rooms . 1.59%
{c) Three rooms =
{d) Four rooms ENEL
(e} five rooms -
12, House Elecirfied
{a) Yes 12 B4
(b} Mo T7.06%
13, Place for defecaton
() Open field | (%

(b} closed latrine
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house including kitchen where as cent per cent
Lohar-Gadiyas used open field for defecation
purpose, Out of them, only (22.84 per cent)
Lohar- Gadiyas use electricity, The literacy rate
in &+ year aged population is (00.267 per cent)
in males and (00,333 per cent) in females re-
spectively, where as in overall (99,70 per cent)
of &+ year aged population are illiterate.

The age of marriage, on an average for both
male and female mamiages is same. They mar-
riage in age between 16-26 years. It is observed
that most of the males (77.02 per cent) and fe-
males (51.17 per cent) got married after the le-
gal age of marriage i.e. for male 21 years and
for female 18 years.

The average family size is found to be 546
individuals among them. The majority of work-
ing population | 1 5-69 years) is engaged in black-
smith work (85.04 per cent), a negligible pro-
portion is in animal domestication (3.94 per cent)
and few in both animal domestication and black-
smith work (11.02 percent). It appears that high
poverty is prevailing among then. Inspite of their
hard work of 5 to 6 hours in a day, they are able
to carn only Rs 1201 to 2500 in a month.

Table 2 depicts the age-sex composition of
Lohar-Gadiyas population. The percentage of
child population (0-14 years) is 47.98 per cent
and percentage of aged population 70+ years 15
0.295 per cent and working population (15-69
years) is 51.84 per cent. The median age of the
population is between 20-15 years is 70.586 per
cent among the household shows that popula-
tion is too young indicating high fertility and
maortality levels prevails in the population,

The young dependency ratio which is the
ratio of child population (0-14 years) to the work-
ing population is 92,30 and old dependency ra-
tio which is the rate of aged people 70+ years w
the working population is 0.0056, The wotal de-
pendency ratio is quite higher 92.87, which
shows that out of every hundred working popu-
lation, there are 92.87 dependent population. It
also implies the poor economic status of Lohar-
Gadiyas. The index of aging which is the ratio
of aged population 70+ year to the child popu-
lation (0-14 year) is 0.00617, which indicate low
longivity in the community. The comparison of
population indices with the state indices reveal
that the Lohar-CGiadivas population i3 lagging
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Tabde 2: Popualation Characteristic among Lohar-

Gadivas of Malthon
5 Choracierissics Lahar- Mndirym
&, Ceindiyars Pradesk
popudaiian®

I.  Population size

(a)0-14 years 47 85% I8 1%

(b} 15-69 years 51.B4% SR (15-59)

(c) T+ year 0.295%  3.8% ( G0+)
2. Medium age population Z0-25 years

of households [ T-B6%)

1 Young dependency rase 9230 65.3
4. Old dependency ratio 00056 6.5
3. Total dependency rate 9287 T2
G, Index nraginu 00061 104y

* Sonree: Mational Family Health Survey, Madhya Pradesh,
1992, Internaiional Institute for population Science,
Murnhai

Table 31 Shows vital rate of Demographic characteris-

tics among Lohar-Gadivas
X ¥ital rates Lokar- Madkyn
N Cianrlivars FPradesh
papelation®
Crudle birth rate 1289 344
Crude Death rale 4719 12.7
Cieneral Growih Rate Te AT 2.7

Chald waomen ratio 1622.22 .
Infant moriality raie 1443 104
l'odal fertility rate Al s .6
Average number of children 4.13 12
b per eligible couples

* Smrce: National Famaly Health Survey, Madhya Pradesh,
1992, International Instituie for population Science,
Murthai
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behind. Similar observation have been made by
others on other population of Madhya Pradesh.
Pandey and Saxena (1938), Pandey and Tiwary
(1994), Pandey (1998), Verma (1999), Pandey
and Goel {1999) and others.

n the basis of births and deaths occured
since last year preceding the survey, vital rates
for the populations have been computed. As
evident from the table 3, The Lohar-Gadiyas
have higher Crude Birth rate (128.9) and Crude
death rate (47.19) as compared with the vital rate
of Madhya Pradesh. Thus, the population growth
rate among the Lohar-Gadiyas has been quite
higher than the state. The infant mortality rate
and average number of children bomn per eligible

couple among Lohar-Gadiyas are 144.3 and 4. 14
individual respectively, which are quite higher
than the state. The crude barth rate 1s 129 39 and
General fertility rate is 424.24 and the 1otal fer-
tility rate is 466,66, which is higher than the to-
tal fertility rate of Madhya Pradesh. The child-
women ratio among Lohar-Gadiyas is 1622.22,
The crude death rate among Lohar-Gadiyas are
47.19 and ggneral growth rate is 76.7, which is
very higher than Madhya Pradesh,

The demographic analysis of the data among
Lohar-Gadiyas of Malthon town of Sagar Dis-
trict, Madhya Pradesh, India has revealed that
maost of the Lohar-Gadiyas are illiterate and poor,
They lead a semi-nomadic life, lives in a tent
like houses having only one room including
kitchen. They are mainly engaged in blacksmith
work and have an average monthly income of
Bs 1201-2500. Their fertility rate is very high,
though the age at marriage is high. The mortal-
ity level is high, particularly the infant mortal-
ity. The acceptance of family planning devices
is very low. Under these circumstances, it is
highly desirable to take step for reducing infant
mortality and fertility rate by providing more
medical health and family welfare services and
by increasing acceptance of spacing methods of
family planning.
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