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ABSTRACT A cross-cultural project incorporaled numer-
ous research efforts w gain understanding of the social and
culiural sitwation of the “Kastom™ people on the island of
Tanna, Vanuatu. Intsrest in indigenous valus orientations,
as contrasted with the value orienlations of Western
colanialists, led o the use of the Study of Values question-
naire, Differences were revealed, not only in valees, but
alga by a culturally sensitive methodology encouraged, in-
deed, enforced by the indigenous people themselves, These
differences camy significance for applied psychology -
vestigations in crogs-cultural aremas.

INTRODUCTION

A cross-cultural project incorporated numer-
ous research efforts to gain understanding of the
social and cultural sitwation of the “Kastom"
people on the island of Tanna, Vanuatu. Interest
in indigenous value orientations, as contrasted
with the value orientations of Western
colonialists, led to the use of the Swdy of Val-
ues questionnaire. Differences were revealed, not
only in values, but also by a culturally sensitive
methodology encouraged, indeed, enforced by
the indigenous people themselves. These differ-
ences carry significance for applied psychology
investigations in cross-cultural arenas.

BACKGROUND

Tanna, a small remote island in Melanesia,
has gained prominence as the home of the John
Frum Cargo Cult {(Guiart, 1951). On aspect of
the cult was a retum to the use of kava, a drug
obtained from a plant in the pepper family (Piper
methyseicum, Forst.). The author spent some
cighteen months in the field studying the use of
the drug, the formation and maintenance of the
cult, and related issues pursuant 1o a research
grant from the U.S. National Institute of Drug

ology, Maszey University,
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Abuse (Gregory et al., 1978). The Tannese
people are subsistence gardeners, with a rich set
of beliefs and myths an extensive history dating
back more than a thousand years (Shutler and
Shutler, 1967).

The missionary effort to convert the Tannese
was an attempt to implant new values and be-
liefs in the people (Patterson, 1864; Gregory et
al., 1983). Guiart (1956a, 1956b, 1962) for ex-
ample, saw the resistance to the Presbyterian
beliefs and the reappearance of the myth of
Karapenamun and the cult of the ancestors, as
central to the development and maintenance of
the John Frum Cargo Cult. The old values and
beliefs were never extinguished, It was a matter
of time, plus changing economic, social and po-
litical circumstances, until the initial approval
of and enthusiasm for Presbyterian led change
began to fail. The people then tuned dramati-
cally against these new Presbyterian inspired and
imposed beliefs (Gregory and Gregory, 1984),
The cult enabled the Tannese people to improve
their material positions (cargo) and political sta-
tus, vis @ vis the British and French colonial pow-
ers, a8 well as retumn to their treasured myths
and ways of life of the past.

Continuing Guiart's argument, the Tannese
were and are divided between those seeking
westernized ways and those clinging to the old
ways. Observation revealed that a few Western-
ized Mew Hebridean people worked in govern-
ment, schools, hospitals, shipping, stores and co-
operatives. They dressed in Western styles, and
spoke English or French, and Bislama, the local
trade or pigeon language. Observation also re-
veealed that with Western ways came the frequent
use of alcohol, particularly by young men after
paydays. Obviously some Tannese adopted
Western ways and chose that value system. The
maore traditional Tannese, and especially those
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following “Kastom™ in the Sowthwest part of the
island, used the mystic John Frum fo rcgain
powet, via myth and beliefs (Gregory, 1993),
Guiart claimed that the myth of the ancestors,
the cult of the dead, was not only associated with
John Frum but was also strongly associated with
ancient values, including the us of kava. These
Tannzse people follow custom and drink kava.
The questions this situations raises are: 1) Are
the values of the Tannese following custom dif-
ferent from those of the Western world 7 2) Is
there a link between kava use and the mainte-
nance of differen: values 7

Certain values led to use of particular chermi-
cals and prohibit ar inhibit use of others, enabling
people to achieve physiological and psychologi-
cal gtates appropriate to those values. Thus the
influence of western ways, as introduced by the
missionaries and extended by the government,
traders, and visitors, only superficially modified
the life styles, heliefs and culture of the Tannese
who turned to John Frum. When these forced
wenkened, old values, as well as practices, reas-
serted themselves, Kava use, not alcohol, was
one symbol that was inn aceord with the older
values.

As one aspect of studies on the cult, the au-
thor sought a better understanding of the values
held by the Tannese people. Kluckhohn and
Strodibeck (1961) studied value orientations in
five different cultural groups in Southwestern
United States, in the early 1950°s, The four value
orientations used by Kluckhohn and Strodibeck
were relational, time, man-nature, and activity.
Relational concemned the important an individual
placed on his lineage, his collective group, or
individualism. Time concerned the relative em-
phasis on past, present or future. The man-na-
ture orientation concerned whether man was
subject to nature, a part of {with) nature, or was
secking to overcome nature. Finally, activity
referred to the relative importance of doing ver-
sus being revealed significant variations among
the residents in oné ecologically similar area,

Ome group, Texans, is perhaps representa-
tive of modern technologically complex society,
the Western world (sce page 355). The follow-
ing results for Texans were found. Individual-
ism was more important than collectivism, which
was more important than lincage, The future was
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more important than the present which was more
important than the past. In man’s rélation to na-
ture, overcoming nature was more important,
being with nature second and subject to nature
third. In terms of activity, doing was more im-
portant than being. Presumably these values are
important to “making it" in western culture, or
in simply fitting in. Comparison with these
“Western” values were sought in the field on
Tanna.

The Study of Values Questionnaire, Form D,
was administered to a group of about 50 men in
the Custom John Frum area of Tanna. Questions
were translated from English to Bislama to the
Mwhaal language, several times back and forth
until there was agreement. Then, several efforts
to interview individuals both with and without
interpreters failed. Each person contacted re-
quested that any such questions should be, in-
deed, must be, discussed by an assembly of *hig
men” and local leaders. They refused to give
answers on their own, Accordingly, one of those
contacted, a headman from a village, arranged
for a meeting of several “big men”. At the mest-
ing, the fifty men who assembled discussed heat-
edly and at length, the possible options for each
query. The questions were dealt with much a
riddles might be. There was strong interest in
figuring the “right” or “correct” answers. About
200 of 25 questions were discussed at length in
this all day meeting, For five questions not an-
swered in this session, several of the leaders later
assembled to provide answers, after they had suf-
ficient time to examine the questions among
themselves or in consultation in greater depth
with other “big men".

The answers given by the custom John Frum
people were in sharp contrast with those of the
Texans, The results are presented in table 1. The
past was more important than the present, and
the future was least important. Being was more
important than doing. A person’s lineage came
before his collective group, which was more
important than individualism. In nature and may
relationships, being with nature was most
imortant with being subjected to nature second.
Chverall there was a strong difference with the
values of the Texans as reporied. It may be then,
that the move to custom and John Frum was a
reassertion of the values of carlier times, in
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Table 1: The study of values for custom John From

penple
Falue orfenlalion
Tannese Texans
Time Past Fusture
Present Present
Future Past
Activity Being Daing
Dwing Being
Relational Lineage Individual
Collective Collective
Individual Lineage
Man-Mature With Mature Chver Mature
Subgect b ‘With Mature
Ohver Mature Subject

marked opposition to the values of the west,
Today, the custom John Frum people maintain
their traditional value orientations, while other
Tannese have turned and are turning to the West-
ern world.

Among the custom John Frum people, a high
level of consumption of kava and a low coa-
sumplion of aleohol is observable, in contrast
with some of the more Westernized Tannese on
other parts of the island. A connection does seem
to exist betveen kava use and the maintenance
of values of the custom John Frum movement
values which differs significantly from values
prevailing in the Western world.

Of inlerest to those dealing with issues of
values research on a cross-cultural basis, the find-
ings were of use, However, the importance of
methodology is of perhaps even greater signifi-
cance, Reports of research on values sometime
reveals differences in methodology, for example,
Fogarty and White {1994) indicated that their
methods for collecting survey results from Ab-
original and non-Aboriginal students at the Uni-
versity of Southern Queensland differed in that
Aboriginal students were asked individually to
participate. Bijnen and Poortinga (1988) argued
that cross-cultural comparisons with the Eysenck
Personality Questionnaire were biased. Part et
al. (1988} found that disparities were found be-
tween interview and self-report data for East
Asians, but found it difficult to establish clearly
the cause of such disparities.

In conclusion it would seem that cross-cul-
tural research methodology must be carefully
considered, and though comparatively across
situations is desirable, cultural sensitivity to
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questionnaire, surveys and other measurement
efforts should be addressed and when and if
possible, maintained.

NOTES

I, The article includes information gained during 15
months of field work and 3 months research in vanous
archives and libraries, under provision of United Siates
Public Health Service Besearch Grand NIDA DA
01 129, Field work on the principle research endegvour
on the relationships between use of kava and the for-
mation and maintenance of the cult was conducted m
1976 and 1977,

2. Acknowledgment af the help of the frades, Bob and
Kath Paul, snd the British Disirice Agent, as well @5
the shaning of their way of life by the Tannese people
is given, The author is responsible for this accown.

3. The name Vanuatu was adopted in 1980 upon inde-
pendence. The island chaim was previously known as
the Mew Hebrides.
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