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ABSTRACT The blaod and saliva samples were analysed
for ARG, Bh (3] blood groups and secretor factor an 191
subjects of the Jetis of Mellare and Chitioor distnets of
Andhra Pradesh. The preseni data wene compared with the
data available on the Rajpuis and ihe Jais of north India to
test the validity of the information about the origin of the
Jeatis. Based on these data, it 15 nod possible to throw light
on the angin of the Jetis either from the Rajputs or from
ihe lais.

INTRODUCTION

Jettis, a Telugu speaking caste, were strati-
fied on occupational basis. Professionally they
were wrestlers and gymnasts, According to some
informants, about their origin, a group of the
Rajputs migrated from north to south India to
maintain their purity as a consequence of the
impaosition of a new religion, Din-elahi, by

Akbar. In course of time they were identified
and called as Jettis in this area. Also some Jettis
called themselves as a group of the Jats, migrated
from north 'ndia and thought thar the word Serd
was derived from JSar

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The blood and saliva samples were drawn
from a random sample of 191 subjects (Male-
102; Female-89) of Jethh community ffom
WVenkatagiri and Srikalahasti towns of Nellore
and Chittoor districts of Andhra Pradesh, respec-
tively. The blood and saliva samples were typed
for ABO, Eh (D) and ABH secretor facior.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In the present investigation an attempr has
been made to test the validity of the origin of the

Table 1: ARD, Rl (I} and ABH secretion among Jettis, Rajputs and Jats

Population N o A ] Al r Source
A, A, AR AB
Jettis 191 3979 14066 152 29231 104 1.57 Presen: Study
Rayput | 100 3600 20000 0 3700 700 000 175 Dasefal, 1975
Rajput 1 124 2903 24, 1% 3387 12.940 952" Tiwan, 1954
Rajput 1 268 21.64 34T 27.61 16,04 27.81* Field Report, 1958
Rajput IV 126 29.34 13,49 3730 19,84 2581** Field Repor, 1968
Bajpud ¥ 100 29.00 22 0 37.00 11.00 8.40* Banerjee and Banerjes, 1973
Jat | W4 3235 HL59 245 3824 519 0BE 18.94** Undevia cral, 1975
Jai 1l 105 1524 M52 098 2762 476 19 18 34** Chattopadhyay, 1969
Jai [ Hy 34,25 1125 3550 .00 159  Bansal and Jaswinder 14975
Hh (D} Blood Group
B R+ Rk-
Jeitis 191 931.72 6.28 Present Study
Jai [ 400 0,50 950 1.76  Bansal and Jaswinder, 1975
ABH Secrelion
T SE i e e e ——— -
Jewis 191 67.02 1198 Present Study
Fayput | T 55,20 4080 142 Dasetal 1975
Rajput It 30 70.60 30.00 0.11  Tiwan, 1934

* Sigmificant at 5% level
# Spmificant a1 1% level
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Jettis based on the serological data available on
the Rajputs and Jats from north India. With re-
spect to ADO blood group system, the Jettis are
significantly different from both the Rajputs and
Jats excepting in one sample (Bansal and
Jaswinder, 1973) {Table-1). For the other sys-
tems, Rh ([2) and secretor factor no significant
difference was observed between them.

Based on the above data it is not possible to
throw light on the origin of the Jettis either from
the Rajputs or from the Jats. Because no infor-
mation is available about the exact endogamous
sub-group of the Rajputs or the Jats and the area
from which this group migrated, However, the
Jettis showed similarity with local caste popu-
lations of Andhra Pradesh with ABO and Rh (D)
systems, excepling to ABH secretion (Hari
Prasad, 1983). admixture may be one of the pos-
sibilities for this similarity. However, it is diffi-
cult to confirm it unless information on marriage
and extramarital relationship is known. The fur-
ther data on historical and culmwral as well as ge-
nefical characters on these populations are re-
quired to discern the origin of the Jeuis.
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