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ABSTRACT  The paper reponis the variation of tongue
ralling and folding among four sub-castes of the Reddis, a
miajpor caste population of Andhra Pradesh, based on a ran-
darly selected sample of 200 unrelated male individuals,
2000 fram cach sub-caste, The proportion of tongue mllers
was comparatively lower than non-rollers in Baodnude Reddis
{28, 500 Tolloaved by Pedakanti Redidis (44500 and Motan
Reddis (45.00%), whereas in Desun Reddis the frequency
af rollers and non-rallers was equal (30.00%). The percent-
age of wngwe lohlers was higher in Kodide Beddis (61.50%)
and lower in Desun Reddis (37.30%). In comparison with
other populations of Andhra Pradesh the Reddes showed 2
relatively lower frequency of tonguee rollers and a higher
frequency of ongue Folders.

INTRODUCTION

In the present paper an attempt has been
made to discern the pattern of vanation of longue
rolling and tongue folding among four sub-
castes of Reddis namely, Desuri Reddis,
Pedakanti Reddis, Motati Rddisand, Kodide
Reddis predominately found in Chittoor,
Cuddapah and Ananthapur districts of
Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh, South
India.

SUBJECTS AND METHODS

The Reddis of our study are a Telugu speak-
ing ethnic group of Andhra Pradesh. The Reddis
are primarily a single group and are split into
many endogamous groups called sub-castes dur-
ing the course of their migration towards the
southern parts of the country. Thurston { 19049
has rightly put it saying that it is easy (o enu-
merate all the varieties of rice, than giving the
names of sections into which the caste splits;
more than 88 sub-castes are reported among
Reddis and are found over the entire Andhra
Pradesh and some parts of the neighbouring
Tamilnadu and Karnataka states. Sub-caste en-
dogamy is followed and monogamy is the gen-

eral pattern of marriage among them. Consan-
Euineous marriages are frequent (40%) among
them. Agriculture is the mainstay of their
economyy. The subjects for the study consist of
a random sample of 800 unrelated male indi-
widuals aged between 20 and 50 years, 200 from
each of these four sub-castes of Reddis inhabit-
ing 30 randomly selected villages of the region.

Following the method of Liu and Hsu { 1949)
ohservations were made by asking each of the
subjects to roll'fold his tongue without the aid
of the teeth. After due repetitions of the rolling/
folding ability, the subjects were recorded in the
data sheets as rollers and folders. The 1esis were
repeated thrice to confirm the results.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The Frequency distribution of tongue rolling
is shown in table 1, which shows that the fre-
quency of non-rollers was higher than rollers in
Kodide Reddis (71.50%), followed by Pedekanti
Reddis (55.50%) and Motati Reddis (52.00%),
whereas in the Desun Reddis the rollers and non-
rollers ( 50.00%) had equal frequencies. The per-
centage of rollers in Kodide Reddis was very low
(28.50%%) indeed and inter-population compari-
sons showed that this group differed significantly

Table 1: Distribution of tongee rolling among Reddis
of Andhra Pradesh

Rc;’i‘ﬁf , Tongne rolling(™)  fner sub-cazie ¥ (a )l =i}

SR (LT

N Rollers Non- Matmti Pedakanti Kodide Desuri
raflers Reddi  Reddi Reddy  Reddi

SMotali 48,00 52.00 0.2464  BO495%= (200
Redidi
Pedakann 44.50 5550
Reddi
Kodide X850 71.50
Reddi
Desuri 50,00 50,00
Reddi

*sagnificant at 5% bevel of probabiliy
== Signilicant al 1% level of probabality

5.5225% 1.5594
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with all others while the rest of the groups showed
insignificant differences among them, as revealed
by the Chi-square test. On the whaole the four sub
Castes present their heterogenetic for the trait of
tongue rolling as revealed by the siatistically sig-
nificant value (¥*= 23.39, d.f. =3, p=0.01).

The percentage of tongue folders (Table 2)
was the highest in Kodide Reddis (61.509%) and
lowest in Desuri Reddis (37.50%). The fre-
guency of non-folders was relatively higher in
Motai Reddis (51.00%) and Desuri Reddis
(62.50%), whereas in Koddide Reddis (61.50%)

Table 2: Distribution of tongue folding among Heddis
ol Andhira Pradesh
J::.Em Torgue folding(®) Mier sub -coste £ (fdf =1)
=i

Falders Non- Mo Pedokans Kodide Desurd
Folders Reddi  Redal  Reddl  Reddi

Maotan 4000 51.00 0.0800 31598 26941
Reddi

Pedaksnn 5100 49006 22400 50958
Reddi

Kodide 6150 38.50 1.5z
Feddi .

Desuri 3750 62,50

Redds

=Shgnificant ot {0 1% level of probability

and Pedakanti Reddis (51.00%) the frequency
of folders was high. The Chi-squre comparisons
showed that only Kodide Reddis and Desuri
Reddis show statistically significant difference
for the trait (¥* =11.52. d.f. =1, p=<0.01). How-
ever, highly significant differences were ob-
served for this trait among the four Reddi sub
castes (37 = 23.22. £=3, p<0.01).

The frequency of tongue rollers in the Andhra
Pradesh state ranges from 42.86% in
Mandimandalam Eshatriyas to 80,73% in Navi
Brahmins among caste populations, and from
61.54% in Yanadis to 84.31% in Boyas among
tribal populations. The present Reddi sub-castes
showed relatively low frequencies. Only the
Patrusali (51.11%) and Wandimandalam
Kashatriya (42.86%) caste populations show
similarities whereas all the mwibal population re-

K. SURENDEANDHA REDDY AMND V. RAMI REDDY

ported fall apart from the present serics, The
frequency of tongue folders ranges between
B4.92% (Ediga) and 16.67% (Dhobi) among
caste populations and between 54 87%
(Bagatha) and 23 31% (Yerukala) among tribal
populations. Only Madiga (37.70%) caste group
and Bagatha (54.87%) ribal group come closer
1o the Reddis studied here,

The present study demonstrates that both
among tongue rolling and tongue folding show sig-
nificant inter sub-caste differences among Reddis
of Andhra Pradesh. Also, compared to other caste
and tribal populations of the state, the present sub-
castes of Reddis show much heterogeneity.
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