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ABSTRACT The present study depicts women stone crushers in River Balason especially in its lower course. It is
one of the prime sources of occupation. An attempt has been made to find out the socio-economic background of
women stone crushers of River Balason and also examine the nature of work, wage patterns and occupational
health problems of women stone crushers. Majority of women stone crushers involved in the river bed material
extraction activities who are from depressed or backward classes and mostly belong to nuclear family are compelled
sell the materials to middlemen or agents. During work, they also suffer from different diseases. Educationally they
are much poor and around twenty-eight percent of the stone crushers are illiterate and residing mostly in semi-
pucca and pucca houses because such are the house building materials that are available. The empirical findings may
be useful to researchers and policymakers as well as officials to frame suitable policies and programmes for the
developments of unorganised women workers of the Darjeeling district in general and the Matigara block in
particular.



