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ABSTRACT Panchyati Raj Institutions have always been considered asameansto good governance
and 73 Constitutional Amendment was effected in the hope that it would lead to better governance
and provide political space to the disadvantage section of the society like schedule caste, schedule
tribes and women. The present study was an effort to know the extent of participation of women
elected representative in Panchayat and the problems faced by them. Sample consisted of 33 women
elected representatives from two Districts of Jammu and K athua.Purposive sampling technique was
adopted for selecting the sample from different blocks. Thetool used for obtaining information wasan
Interview Schedule. Thefindings of the study reveal ed that neither the reservation for women or their
actual presencein the Panchyat have become any more sensitiveto the problemsrelated to the village
women. The women who are elected are not always treated with due respect. Many elected women
complained that their suggestions were not considered seriously nor were they consulted while
decisionswere being made. Somefelt that their viewswereignored only becausethey arewomen. At
timesthey were pressurized by their husbandsto approve their decisions made by the male dominated
Panchayats.



