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ABSTRACT Ensuring active participation can have a positive impact on the regulation of African Traditional
Medicines (ATMs). This research assessed the level of participation and the role of trust and reciprocity amongst
African Traditional Health Practitioners (ATHPs) in the regulation of ATMs in South Africa. A quanti tative
research methodology was employed. The research found that trust in government’s regulation was high (60%)
amongst ATHPs and this negatively correlated with low levels (72%) of willingness to participate in the regulation
of ATMs.  A classical regression model where: Y = a+ bK + cX+ dL + µ, where a is the intercept of the model; b, c,
and d represent regression coefficients; and µ is the random error term, revealed that reciprocity (P>|t| 0.00) and
trust (P>|t| 0.01) play a statistically significant role to influence participation. The creation of participation units
is recommended to increase active involvement in the regulation of ATMs.
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