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ABSTRACT This study considers the behavioural impacts of the presence of international students on domestic students and
lecturers and classroom effectiveness with the underlying theory being, learning does not take place in a vacuum but happens
in a broad context with cultural sensitivity a major factor. Although cultural sensitivity can manifest in many forms, the focus
is on the willingness of domestic students and lecturers to accommodate the special needs of international studentsby
adapting their classroom behaviours and practices respectively. The conceptual framework for examining changes in classroom
behaviours and practices consists of communication, teaching, assessment, and classroom organization for lecturers and
communication and attitude for domestic students. Based on the conceptual framework, rating scale questionnaires were
developed and used to collect data from 20 lecturers and 350 domestic students. Results of the data analysis indicates that: (i)
both local students and lecturers had to make major adaptions in their classroom behaviours and practices respectively in order
to accommaodate the needs of international students; and (ii) both sets of respondents are of the opinion that the changes made
in their classroom behaviours and practices respectively have resulted in improved classroom effectiveness.



