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ABSTRACT The story of Hinduism in South Africa often gets told through the formal organisations that developed in the first
decades of the twentieth century. Frequently lost in this narrative is the role played by the indentured in keeping Hindu practices
alive. This was not just a simple duplication of practices carried over the oceans but was often flexible, as both caste and gender
relations had to be renegotiated in the context of new conditions. This article, while recognising the role of the ex-indentured
and passenger Indians, seeks to place the indentured at the centre of a story of Hinduism, by tracing the first attempts to
resurrect traditions through the building of religious and cultural communities.



