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ABSTRACT This paper seeks to understand Somali migration to South Africa and the lives of Somalis living and working
in Johannesburg, a city that has provided economic opportunities and risks to life and livelihoods. Based on interviews
with Somali leaders in Johannesburg, participant observation, a desktop study and secondary analysis of migration surveys,
this paper is part of a doctoral thesis on livelihoods and empowerment amongst these migrants. It explores concepts of
identity and integration within and amongst these migrants. Evidence suggests that national and religious identity is
central to Somali settlement and integration, spawned out of social networks that play an important role in migrating,
settling and maintaining connections with home.
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