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ABSTRACT The field of energy policy is concerned with the promotion of energy production systems and
consumption patterns that enhance socio-economic well-being, energy efficiency, environmental protection, and
equitable access. It is increasingly recognized that the attainment of sustainable energy systems requires a
transformation from the current system, characterized by the dominance of fossil fuels, toward an alternative
system that accommodates renewable energy sources, such as wind, solar, modern biomass, and small-scale hydropower.
Renewable energy sources offer several advantages, including environmental friendliness, diversity, security, and
opportunities for local community involvement through decentralized management. Yet the process of transition
toward alternative energy supply sources has been slow. Using theoretical insights from research on resilience in
social-ecological systems, this paper argues for an adaptive governance approach to enhancing the transition
toward sustainable and resilient energy systems in sub-Saharan Africa in the face of the uncertainties and conflicts
that characterize the energy transition process.
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