
JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
Interdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© Kamla-Raj 2011 J Soc Sci, 27(3): 193-200 (2011)

 Fetish Oath Taking in Nigerian Politics and Administration:
Bane of Development

P. O. Oviasuyi, S. O. Ajagun and Lawrence Isiraoje

Department of Public Administration, Faculty of Management Sciences,
Ambrose Alli University, P. M. B. 14, Ekpoma, Edo State, Nigeria

GSM: +2348033820158, +2348058850019, E-mail: poviasuyi@yahoo.com

KEYWORDS Attitudinal Change. Reorientation. Extreme Poverty. Underdevelopment

ABSTRACT This article is of the view that godfatherism and fetish oath taking through the use of juju, witchcraft and
voodooism have negatively affected the development of Nigeria. In order to justify this view, a brief introduction of the
Nigerian State was made, along with conceptual clarifications, which were followed with the review of related literature.
Some of the reasons for fetish oath taking were posited, while the impacts of fetish oath taking on development in Nigeria
were identified. Seven-point recommendations for the amelioration of the dilemma of development were articulated, and the
article concludes that unless there is proper implementation of the posited recommendations, coupled with attitudinal change
and adequate re-orientation of the political class and their collaborators, majority of Nigerians will continue to live in extreme
poverty and the nation will remain underdeve-loped.
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