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ABSTRACT: The purpose of the present study was to prosecute a rigid survey on minor community Chakma in rural
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) area of Bangladesh. Present study consists 200 households of Chakma community. The
data were collected from the rura areas of Panchari and Dighinala thanas of Khagrachari district. In the present study
demonstrated that the literacy rate of rural Chakma is higher but per head monthly income is lower than that of the
national level of Bangladesh. The average family size of Chakma community is consistent to the family size of
national level. The dependency rate of Chakma is lower than that of national level. At least one child of 48% rural
Chakma's family drooped out from primary education. Also, logistic regression model showed that the socio-
economic conditions of Chakma families were significantly (5% level of significance) affect the droop out from
education. However, it does not depend on the distance of the nearest educational institution from home.

1. INTRODUCTION

Chakmaisthe name of thelargest tribe found
in the hilly area known as the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT). The CHT comprising Rangamati,
Khagrachari and Bandarban hill districts of the
south-eastern part of Bangladesh, the ancestral
homeland of the Jummaindigenous peoples. The
indigenous people of those mountain areas have
been managing the resourceswith their traditional
knowledge and customs. Thetraditional economy
of themis called as subsistence economy which
is completely need oriented, which means that
production aimsand thereforethe overall level of
production are geared to fulfilling the totality of
individual and communal needs (Ali and Tsuchiya
2002). Like other indigenous territories in the
world, various policies and programs have been
implemented from the time of the first colonial
power, the British to the present national
administrationin CHT. Sometimesthe policiesand
programs contributed towards political and
economic chaosin the region frequently stained
by bloodshed. Because many of these programs
were the consistent disregard for the indigenous
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people and their value systems and traditional
knowledge (Roy 2000). The denial of the land
rights of theindigenous peopleto exist asasepa-
rate and distinct people with their own tradition,
culture and practicesis seriously underminingin
the CHT. Also the communication system of rural
CHT isvery difficult. Maximum of Chakmaare
residinginthisrural areaout of tendifferent ethnic
tribal groups and leading strange life style. The
systematic studies onthe CHT in general, socio-
economic aspects in particular, are strikingly
limited. Prior to the PeaceAccord in 1997 between
the government and Jana Sangati Samiti (JSS), a
political platform of indigenous people, the CHT
had practically remained inaccessiblefor research
and empirical explorationfor long three decades.
The last few years, however, have been seen
something of an upsurge in the literature on the
CHT. International aid agencies have commi-
ssioned anumber of explanatory surveys mainly
to assess the local needs and development
potential of the indigenous people in the CHT
(DANIDA 2000; ADB 2000; AusAid 2000). Gain
(2000) provides an introductory overview of the
ecology and living conditionsin the CHT. Amin
(2000) compiled a useful summary of the major
public legislation regarding governance of the
CHT. TheTribal Cultural Institutesand CHT Hill
District Councils published popular literature on
varied aspects of ethnic life and culture in the
CHT (TCI 1994; Lewin 1998). Van Schendel et al.
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(2000) introduced the life and livelihoods of the
people of the CHT. A number of international
observers have assessed the palitical and human
rights situation in the CHT such as CHT
Commission (1991) and Tebtebba Foundation
(2000). Again, a study on minorities has been
conducted by ADB (1998) in the CHT areas and
the data were collected especially on education
and reported that only 65.5% of Chakmaareliterate.
However, 71% Chakmaare educated asmentioned
by Chakma(2000). Further, BBS (2001) conducted
asurvey and reported that only 11% Chakam are
illiterate. Besidesthese several authorsstudied on
minoritiesinthe CHT (Chakma2000; Bexcine 1977,
Mahinud 2002; UNFPA 2003). Although thereare
some studieson the CHT, but many of themarein
alimited perspectivefor certain factual and quasi-
reasons. Basic, in-depth studies are conspicuous
by their absenceor very limited presence. But their
focuslied on education and some social problems.
To best of our knowledge, no study has yet been
concentrated on family structure, economic
security and education system of Chakma
community intherural areainthe CHT.

1.1 Objectivesof the Study

It isimportant that the emerging issues of the
CHT should be addressed in a comprehensive
manner and an empirical analysis of the policy
issues should be necessary. So, the article attem-
pts to perform arigorous study on family struc-
ture, economic security, and educational status
leading an appropriate model to find out the most
influential factors those affect the drop out from
primary education.

2. DATA AND METHODS

There are eight thanas and 43 unions under
Khagrachari district, but the selected study area
included Panchari and Dighinala thanas. There
are 1500 Chakma householdsin both the thanas.
From the mentioned two thanaswe have sel ected
two unions only of which Panchari union from
Panchari Thana and Babuchara union from
Dighinala Thana. These two thanas (Panchari
and Dighinala) as well as selected two unions
(Panchari and Babuchara) are very old and far
from urban amenities. Electricity isnot available
in the 90% areas of both the unions and the
modern facilitiesare not available. So, our study
areawill bearepresentative part of rural CHT in
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Bangladesh. Out of 1500 households we have
been collected dataover 200 Chakmahousehol ds
by simple random sampling technique of which
50% households were from the Panchari union
and the remaining 50% households from
Babuchara union. Only the head of the house-
holds were interviewed on the basis of direct
contact. The considered variables are educational
qualification, past and present occupations of the
head of the family, monthly income, distance of
educational institution from home and fall-down
from primary education. Furthermore, this study
would explore elaborately some basic charac-
teristics of the respondentsaswell asthe Chakma
community.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Educational Qualification

Table 1 shows the distribution (Percentage)
of Chakmacommunity by educational level. The
table exhibits that the rate of literacy is 76% (at
least primary level) and this rate is only for the
head of the household. Primary and Public
Education Department (2001) reported that the
rate of literacy in Bangladesh is 65%. Thus the
rate of literacy for rural Chakmais significantly
higher than that of overall rate in Bangladesh.
The present result also, is not in agreement with
the findings of BBS (2001), they found that the
literacy rate of Chakmacommunity was 89%.

Table 1: Percentage distribution of respondents by
educational qualification of rural Chakma in CHT,
Bangladesh (n = 200).

Educational Number of Percentage
qualification respondents

Illiterate 46 23.0
Primary 106 53.0
Secondary 25 12.5
Higher Secondary 11 5.5
Graduate 12 6.0
Total 200 100.0

3.2. Family Member

The smallest household size found to be a
couple consisting a hushand and wife. The
percentage distributions of family members have
been presented in Table 2. Thistable showsclearly
that 58% Chakmafamiliesconsst of 5to 6 members
and the average household sizeis 5.34, whichis
closetothe average household size at the national
level, 5.5(BBS2001).
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Table 2: Percentage distribution of family members
of rural Chakma in CHT, Bangladesh (n = 200).

No. of Number of Percentage Average
family family

members

2 2 1.0 5.34
3 10 5.0

4 37 18.5

5 69 34.5

6 46 23.0

7 29 14.5

8 3 1.5

9 3 1.5

11 1 0.5

Total 200 100.0

3.3. Earning Per son and Dependent

The maximum and minimum earning persons
inafamily are3and 1 respectively (Table 3); only
38.5% househol ds have one earnest member, 47%
households consist of two and 14.5% households
possesthree earnest members. Therate of earning
person (REP) can be computed as:

Total earning personsin 200 household y
Total membersin 200 household
= 352 x100 = 32.96%
1068

REP = 100

Also, the rate of dependency,

D= Total dependents in 200 household 100
Total membersin200household

=67.04%

Thus, every earnest person shares hisincome
with other RD/REP=2.034, that is, an earnest
person has to bear the living expenses of more
than other two.

Table 3: Percentage distribution of earning mem-
bers of rural Chakma in CHT, Bangladesh (n =
200).

No. of earning Number of Percentage
person family

1 77 38.5

2 94 47.0

3 29 14.5
Total 200 100.0

3.4. Present and Past Occupation

Present and past occupations of a person are
very important characteristicsto know about the
economic security and the demand of living
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status. From the percentage distribution (Table
4), itisseenthat 77.5% and 10.5% of rural Chakma
depend on agriculture and business respectively.
But, in Bangladesh 63.5% and 11.2% people are
concerned with agriculture and business
respectively (Bangladesh Economic Review 2007).
The occupation of respondent as agriculture
decreases from 85% to 77.5% whereas business
increasesfrom 4%to 10.5%. Thus, it isobserving
an aarming change of occupation from agriculture
to business; that is, rural Chakma are feeling
business as an economic safety.

Table 4: Percentage distribution of respondents by
their past and present occupations of rural Chakma
in CHT, Bangladesh (n = 200).

Level of Past Present
Occupations Fre-  Percen- Fre-  Percen-
quency tage quency tage

Agriculture 170 85.0 155 77.5
Business 8 4.0 21 10.5
Job 21 10.5 19 9.5
Agriculture

and Business 1 0.5 5 2.5
Total 200 100.0 200 100.0

3.5.Monthly Income

Incomeisthemost important factor for human
well being asthe living status, health, social and
political power. From the percentage distributions
shown in Table 5, we observe that 64% family’s
monthly incomeliewithin Tk. 2000 to Tk. 4000.
More than 80% families earn less than Tk. 5000
per month. The computed per head monthly
income of rural Chakmaisobtained as Tk.709, the
ratio of total monthly income by all the 200
households and total members in 200 families.
On the contrary, per head monthly income in

Table 5: Percentage distribution for monthly
income of rural Chakma in CHT, Bangladesh (n =
200).

Monthly Income Number of Percentage
(in Taka) household
1000-2000 6 3.0
2000-3000 91 455
3000-4000 39 19.5
4000-5000 25 12.5
5000-6000 13 6.5
6000-7000 9 4.5
7000-8000 9 4.5
8000-9000 2 1.0
9000-10000 6 3.0
Total 200 100.0
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overall Bangladesh is Tk.1949.53 (Bangladesh
Economic Review 2005). Thus, the monthly
income of a rural Chakma is 2.75 times less
compared to the national level of Bangladeshi.

3.6. Distanceof Educational I nstitution from
Home

The distance of educational institutionsfrom
home is measured from the nearest one. The
minimum, maximum, and mean distance of the
nearest institution from homeare 100 meters, 1600
meters, and 729.15 meters, respectively are
presented in Table 6. Distance of nearest
ingtitution varies starting 400 metersto 800 meters
for more than 45% households. Distance of the
nearest educational institution from homefor 19%
familiesiswithin 400 meters, for 45.5% familiesis
starting 400 meters to 800 meters, for 27.5%
familiesisstarting 800 metersto 1200 meters, and
for therest 8% familiesisfrom 1200 to 1600 meters
(Table6).

3.7.Monthly Expenditurefor Children for
Education

Monthly expenditure for education is an
important factor for educational status of a
student depends on expenditure. The 16.5%,
31.5%, 19.5%, 9.0%, and 3.0% familiesof Chakma
expend between Tk.100 to Tk.500, Tk. 500 to Tk.
1000, Tk. 1000to Tk. 2000, Tk. 2000 to Tk. 3000
and Tk. 3000 to Tk. 5000 respectively for their
children educational purpose. We found that
more than 50% of the Chama's families expend
between Tk. 500 to Tk. 2000 for their children
education purpose (Table 7). However, 20.5%
family’sexpenditurefor their children education
iszero. Inthat case, either their children havefall
down from education or engaged with a
profession after successfully completing their
education.

NAZRUL ISLAM MONDAL, ATIKUR RAHMAN KHAN, JEFARSON CHAKMA ET AL.

3.8.Drop Out from Primary Education

Drop out from primary education means to
leave the school before completing five years
study. Rate of drop out from education (RDE) per
household can be computed as:

= 96/200 = 0.48

.Thus, 48% Chakma household in rural area
has at |east one child dropped-out from education
at primary level.

Drop-out from primary education may be a
cause of several factors such as economic crisis,
unawareness of the head of thefamily, profession
of the family’s head, distance of educational
institution from home, and so on. We would like
to strike out aset of most influential factorsthose
affect the drop out from primary education.
L ogistic regression model has been used in this
recognition. The Table 7 exhibits that no
significant effect of distance of educational
institutions from home on drop out from
education. But, we found significant effects of
economic variableand profession of family’shead
on drop out (Table 7) defined as:
vy = { 0, if no child drop out from education

i 7 ] 1, otherwise
0, if perheadmonthly income of the family

X; = J isless than Tk. 709
1, otherwise
X = 0, if the profession of family’s head is agriculture

2i 1, otherwise
0, if the distance of nearest educational institute
is less than 7.29.15 meters
1, otherwise

We see that the economic condition and the
occupation of the household’s head significantly
affect the drop out from education at 5% level of
significance (Table 8). If the variable X, is
included inthemodel then the other two variables
(X, and X, ) become insignificant, that is, the

X

2i

Table 6: Distance of the nearest educational insti-tute from home for rural Chakma in CHT, Bangla-

desh (n = 200).

Distance Frequency Percentage Maximum Minimum Mean
(in meters) (in meter) (in meter) (in meter)
<400 38 19.0 1600 100 729.15
400-800 91 45.5

800-1200 55 27.5

1200-1600 16 8.0

Total 200 100.0
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Table 7: Monthly Expenditure behind children for
education of rural Chakma in CHT, Bangladesh
(n = 200).

Monthly expenditure Number of Percentage
for education (in Taka) family

0 41 20.5
0-1000 96 48.0
1000-2000 39 19.5
2000-3000 18 9.0
3000-4000 2 1.0
4000-5000 4 2.
Total 200 100.0

distance of the nearest educational ingtitution is
not afactor of causing drop-out. Thefitted logistic
regression model can be expressed as.

@0452-1.072X, ~1.181X»

P(YI) = 1+ e0.452—l.072X1‘ -1.181X 5

and the coefficients have been displayed in Table
8.

4.CONCLUSION

In the present study used 200 househol ds of
tribal Chakma from rural CHT areas. We found
that 77% head of the househol ds have completed
their study at least primary level. Thisrateismuch
higher than that of overall rate of Bangladesh.
The average family size 5.4 of Chakma is
consistent with that at the national level. For
economic security the occupation of rural Chakma
are moving from agriculture to business. Only
33.05% of rural Chakma are engaged in earning
and the dependency rate is 66.95%. Per head
monthly incomeof arural ChakmaisTk.709 only
whichis2.75timeslessthan the per head monthly
income at the national level. Average distance of
the nearest educational institution from homeis
729.15 meters and 50% of the families expend
between Tk.500 to Tk.2000 for their children
education. But, 48% familiesin rural areas have
at least one child dropped-out from primary
education. The dropout from primary education
depends on the economic condition of the family

Table 8: Logistic regression model
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and the profession of the head of the family but
does not depend on the distance of educational
institutions from home. Also, the dropout from
education is sensitive to the group of families
having per head monthly incomelessthan Tk.709
and thelevel of occupation asagriculture. Inthe
current study, the overall findingswill be helpful
enough to the researcher as well as the policy
makers to improve the living status of rural
Chakmain CHT of Bangladesh.
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