Journals J GURI&EE?HMF?
0”'“”5 SOCIAL SCIENCES

Publishers since 1933

Frrterdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© Kamla-Raj 2009 J Soc Sci, 19(3): 213-217 (2009)

Compar ative Economic Analysis of Improved and
Local Cassava Varieties in Selected Local Government Areas
of Taraba State, Nigeria

J.I.Onuand.A.Edon

Department of Agricultural Economics and Extension, Federal University of Technology, Yola,
Adamawa State, Private Mail Bag 2076, Nigeria
E-mail: justiceonu@yahoo.co.uk

KEYWORDS Stochastic Frontier. Technical Efficiency. Inefficiency Analysis

ABSTRACT Thestudy wascarried out in some selected |ocal government areas of Taraba State. The
result revealed that the elasticity of output with respect to land (0.2013 and 0.0912), hired labour
(0.5444 and 0.2555) were significant at 1% level for the improved and locals varieties respectively,
whilefamily labour (0.1597 and 0.1629), fertilizer (0.2314 and 0.1766), stem cutting (0.1944 and 0.3291)
and land preparation (0.3416 and 0.1090) were significant at 5% level respectively. It wasa so revealed
that the level of technical efficiencies varied widely across farms with 88% and 81% been the mean
technical efficiency of theimproved and local varieties. Theresult reveal ed further that onthe average,
the output of cassavafell by 12.64% and 18.72% from the maximum level dueto inefficiency of the
improved and local cassavavarieties. The analysisalso showsthat the grossfarm margin and net farm
profit wereN26, 384.62 per hectare and N21, 908.87 per hectare and 19, 399.72 per hectare and N 15,
515.73 per hectare for the improved and local cassava varieties. The study concluded that it is more
profitable to venture into the business of farming improved varieties than the local varieties.



