PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756

JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Interdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© Kamla-Raj 2010 J Soc Sci, 24(2): 111-119 (2010)
PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756 DOI: 10.31901/24566756.2010/24.02.05

The Selection of Didactic Principles by Teachers in the Field of
Economics: An Exploratory Factor Analysis

Micheal M. van Wyk

Department of Curriculum Studies, Faculty of Education, University of the Free State,
Bloemfontein, South Africa
E-mail: Vanwykmm.hum@ufs.ac.za

KEYWORDS Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA). Principal Component Analysis (PCA). Kaiser-Meyer-
Olkin (KMO). Didactic Principles. Economics

ABSTRACT The overarching purpose of every lesson is the planning of a teaching-learning situation.
These planned lesson outcomes can be achieved in the most purposeful manner possible if teachers
are familiar with the didactic principles. To be able to make a responsible choice in respect of the
teaching strategies, the teacher should have a sound knowledge of the didactic principles that apply
to the teaching of a school subject. This study investigates the selection of didactic principles by
teachers in the field of Economics in Free State secondary schools. Data were factor-analysed using
a Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) for sampling-adequacy and a Principal Component Analysis (PCA) for
varimax rotation. Four factors emerged from the analyses, namely: learner centredness, classroom
management, problem solving and assessment. These didactic principles were discussed by using
exploratory factor analyses in the context of teaching and learning in Economics.



