
JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
Interdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© Kamla-Raj 2010 J Soc Sci, 24(1): 51-55 (2010)

The United Nations Reforms and Nigeria’s Quest for a
Permanent Seat

A. S. Akpotor and P. E. Agbebaku*

Political Science Department, Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma, Edo State, Nigeria
*E-mail: agbephil@yahoo.com

KEYWORDS Member Nations. Western Powers. African States. Veto Power. Global Governance.
National Interest

ABSTRACT At the end of World War II, the United Nations was born with the Big Five negotiating
them into the Security Council which is the most powerful organ of the U.N.O. But since 1955 there
had been clamour for changes and reforms of the UN especially the Security Council which is regarded
by many as a prestigious exclusive club.  The calls for reforms increased with the collapse of the USSR
in the 1990s.  This made the United States too powerful and many times going against the decisions
of the Security Council especially in the area of collective security as in Iraq.  The UN Panel emplaced
to propose some reforms came up with two models which we highlighted.  These proposals were to
make the UN more democratic and more representative of the diverse peoples and continents of the
world.  In the light of the proposals which seek to give Africa two permanent seats, Nigeria indicated
her interest in securing either of the seats.  We strongly supported Nigeria’s bid.
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