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ABSTRACT This research examined regional disparity in the establishment and distribution of higher
educational institutions in Nigeria , and the implications for access and even development, as it relates
to states in the Niger Delta Region of the South-South  Geopolitical zone of Southern Nigeria. Adopting
the ex post facto design, an analysis of current existing data on the distribution of universities in the
Southern states of Nigeria was done. Findings from data analyzed show clear variability in regional
distribution of universities, consequently occasioning disparity in regional access to university
education. It was accordingly recommended that the principle of equity should also be constitutionally
sustained, and its provisions upheld, in the distribution of higher educational institutions in Nigeria,
as is currently done under the “quota admissions and employment” provisions.
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