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ABSTRACT In the last three decades, the Niger Delta region, the centre of Nigeria’s oil wealth has
been the scene of protest, sometimes violent, against the repressive tendencies of the Nigerian state
on the one hand and against the recklessness, exploitative and environmentally unfriendly activities
of oil Multinationals on the other hand. The violence has taken terror dimensions. Such violent
agitations have claimed thousands of lives, other thousands displaced and inestimable properties
have been destroyed rendering the region one of the most dangerous zones to live in Nigeria today.
The paper discussed the genesis of the crisis, the threats it poses to human and national security and
the policies that have been adopted by the Nigerian state to curtail and control the crisis. The paper
submits that repressive tendencies and military solutions are not the best panacea but a policy,
devoid of rhetoric, that will promote social justice and equity, reduce poverty and regulate the activities
of the  multinational oil companies in such a way that their activities will conform with best practices
around the world.
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