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ABSTRACT Access to justice should not be a privilege of the rich alone. In a country where more
than 70% of its inhabitants live below the poverty line, getting justice to the poor has been a matter of
concern. However, there was no visible effort at either the federal or state level until the creation of the
Lagos State Office of the Public Defender by the civilian government of Governor Bola Ahmed
Tinubu. The Public Defender model that is adopted in Lagos State is patterned after what operates in
the United States. The Lagos State OPD, as it is often called, has taken giant steps in making the poor
have a feeling of justice at no cost. Despite its achievements, there still exists some pockets of
problems that need to be given serious attention if the OPD intends to achieve more.
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