Journals J GURI&EE?HMF?
0”'“”5 SOCIAL SCIENCES

Publishers since 1933

Frrterdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© Kamla-Raj 2007 J. Soc. Sci., 15(1): 1-5 (2007)

Culture and Land-Use Dynamics in Obafemi Awolowo
University’s Saff Quarters

L ekan Sannit and AdewaleAdunol a2

1. Department of Geography, Obafemi Awolowo University, I1e-1fe, Nigeria
E-mail: lysanni@yahoo.com
2. Department. of Architecture, Obafemi Awolowo University, I1e-1fe, Nigeria

KEYWORDS Culture; cultural traits; land use pattern; residential area; Yoruba sresidential district

ABSTRACT Yorubasin Southwestern Nigeria, have aculture of having provisionsfor multiple uses
- likecommercial, crafts, light industrial and soon - intheir residential areas. Contrary totheprovisions
of the master plan on which the design of Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-Ife, Nigeria, isbased, this
cultural trait is noticed to be manifesting in the evolving land use pattern in the University’s staff
quarters. Thisstudy examinesthese manifestations. The approach of the study isidentifying buildings
that are currently being used for both residential and other uses on the base map of the staff quarters.
The map is then subdivided into quadrants of equal sizes and Poisson distribution is applied to
investigate the pattern of distribution of these multiple-use buildingsin the study area. Investigations
revealed that commercial and service activitiesin the staff quarters are at present arranged such that
most familiestravel lessthan half akilometer to purchase basic daily needslike bread, candles and soft
drinks. Poisson distribution test reveals that these multiple-use buildings (housing the various
commercial/service activities in the staff quarters) tend towards clustering. Thisis similar to what
operates in traditional Yoruba residential quarters (‘adugbos’). This research has thus been able to
show that the study areaisgradually being transformed to conform to Yorubatraditional communities.
Recommendations are offered to integrate these findingsinto land use planning in the study areaand
inother similar places.



