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ABSTRACT This study focused on the participation of rural dwellers in selected Non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) activities in south-west Nigeria. Variables considered in the study include demographic characteristics of rural
dwellers such as age, gender, marital status, religion, and educational attainment in NGO activities, level of participation
of rura dwellers, the perceived benefit derived from NGOs activities were determined and the constraints faced by the
rural dwellers in NGOs activities were investigated. Three hundred and eighty seven rural dwellers were randomly
selected from three NGOs operating in south west Nigeria. The selected NGOs were Nigerian integrated Rural
Accelerated Development Organisation (NIRADO), community Women and Development (COWAD), and Farmers
Development Union (FADU). Quantitative and qualitative data were collected through interviews and focus group
discussion (FGDs) respectively. The result showed that majority (95.6%) of the rura dwellers were youth, particularly
in the case of NIRADO, COWAD and FADU rural dwellers were mostly females and married. Most of the rural
dwellers had limited formal education, but NIRADO rura dwellers were generally of lower education than COWAD and
FADU rural dwellers. NIRADO activities were directed to mainly education and training while those of COWAD and
FADU focused upon health, agriculture, skill development, basic education and training and income generating
activities. The constraints experienced by rural dwellers in NGO activities were lack of finance and transportation.
The results revealed further that the total benefit derived from the NGO activities had a significant relationship with
transportation, lack of land and labour and access to infrastructure among FADU rura dwellers (x21439, 5.25, 9.07,
P<0.05 respectively), while among COWAD rural dwellers, the total benefit derived had a significant relationship
with inability to attend meeting (x? = 9.75, P<0.05). Rural Dwellers in NIRADO activities benefited in education and
training, thereby improving their vocational skills. COWAD and FADU rural dwellers benefited in area of income-
generating activities, improved agricultural technology and credit, thereby increasing their production and productivity.
It is clear from the study, that NGOs assist people in rural development activities. However, greater emphasis needs
to be directed towards provision of credit, infrastructure and programme enlightenment so that rural dwellers can have
tangible improvement in their lives.

INTRODUCTION

NGOs are the promoters of alternative
development strategies to those provided by the
government. The economic recession being
witnessed in developing countries like Nigeria
and the poor performance of many government
development programmes had made NGOs
relevant than ever. (Olujide, 1999). NGOs are
basically an association with alegal statuswhich
isfinancially independent of government and is
actively engaged in the political, social and
economic transformation of society. Theessence
of the association is to mobilise people for self
and national development beyond mere basic
needs (Akinyele, 1994).

NGOs have positive characteristics which
make their impact more readily felt and their
activities result oriented. They emphasise self-
reliance and underline popular participation in
their activities. Since they operate outside the

government bureaucracy, they are more flexible
in their programmes and have the advantage of
working directly with grassroot groups. Most
NGOsarevoluntary in natureand arelegal entities
withinterna dynamicsfor accountability. Some
are development-oriented in practice, self-
governing and self-reliant as well as being
independent of government. Group participation
and commitment is adopted as a guiding
philosophy in the association.

Integrating non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) in the development process has been
viewed as an important instrument for
empowerment (Drabek, 1987). The emphasis of
many NGOsispurposively organising peoplefor
reaching their common objectives. Thus, NGOs
are putting people first in their work as a goal
(McCormack, 1986) particularly an embodiment
of thisprinciple. They organize people to make
better use of their own resources and services, to
provide equity and alleviate poverty, toinfluence
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government action towards these same objectives
and establish anew institutional framework that
will sustain the people.

The NGOs priority on first organising the
embodies a philosophy that recognises the
centrally of people in development policies and
action programmes and importance of self
organization. Thisiscontrary to the conventional
approach that focuses on technology aone or
on financial resourcesalone and deal with people
virtually as an after thought. Putting the people
firstisareversal of that trend, because it means
making a social capacity building, starting with
the people, in the very thinking, planning with
and organising them for development activities.

The majority of NGOs are grassroots
organisationsthat grow out of local communities
and committed to having an impact on their
constituent lives (Ojo, 1993, Olujide, 1999). By
activity and content NGOs are often typologies
as" developmental”, “environmental”. “Vocation-
al training”, “research” and “advocacy”.
Statement of the Problem

In many developing countries including
Nigeria, a number of rural development
programmes have been embarked upon. Some of
these development programmes are agriculture
oriented, while othersare non-agricultural. These
development programmes were established with
the aim of raising the living standard of rural
peopleaswell asboosting their share of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). Despitethese efforts,
several studies have continued to indicate the
inadequacy and ineffectiveness of development
programmes in Nigerian rural communities
(Olayide, 1975, Akpabhio, 1982, Rondinelli, 1983
and Ewuola, 1992). Considering the huge
resourcesinvolved inthese projects, thereisneed
for new interventions. However, whilethe efforts
of government in carrying our development is
usually noticeable in the urban areas, the NGOs
are expected to concentrate their efforts on the
rural communities to complement the efforts of
government. Thereis, therefore, theneedtofind
out if thisis so.

In spite of the fact that NGOs play aleading
roleinrural development, their effortsin providing
a better meaningful life for people in their
communitiesstill face considerable setbacksand
constraints in implementing their objectives.
Finding out these constraints and their efforts
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ontheefficiency of the NGOs, therefore becomes

necessary.

Some of the NGOs are not well organised.
They tend to embark on projects without
consultation and discussion within the group.
Sometimes, the citing of infrastructure is
determined by influential memberswith theresult
that some areas are neglected. This discourage
the popular participation of members in
programmeimplementation. Furthermore, there
is no effective supervision from the higher level
authoritiesto help co-ordinate their devel opment
efforts.

It is against this background that the
following questions are posed in the studly.

i. What are the demographic characteristics of
rural dwellers such as age, gender, marital
status, religion and education attainment?

ii. What arethe various activities carried out by
the selected NGOs?

iii. What are the level of participation of rural
dwellersin NGO activities?

iv. How do rural dwellers perceive the benefits
derived from NGOS activities?

v. What are the constraints faced by the rural
dwellersin NGO activities?

METHODOLOGY

The study area is South West Nigeria,
specificaly six states (Oyo, Ogun, Osun, Ondo,
Edo and Delta States). These states were
selected due to the similarity in their socio-
economic and ecological characteristics. Thearea
liesbetween Latitude 4° 14* south, 6°9* north and
longitude 2° and 8° East. It is bounded in the
south by the Atlantic ocean, in the East by River
Niger, inthe west by the Republic of Benin and
inthe north by Kwaraand Kogi states. Thearea
coversabout 114, 271 knv? (approximately 12% of
Nigeria'stotal land area), according to National
Agricultural Research Project (NARP, 1996).

Therainfal inthearearangesfrom 3,000min
the coastal areas to 2,000mm in the extreme
Northern parts and occurs mainly between April
and November with a dry period between late
July and early August. The rainfal pattern is
bimodal with the peaks in June/early July and
September, while December to February is
characterised by harmattan, brought about by the
effect of the North East trade winds from the
Sahararegion.

The “engine of growth” in the Nigerian
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agricultural sector has traditionally been export
crops such as cocoa and palm produce which
were historically themajor sources of government
revenue and foreign exchange earnings.
Agricultureinthezoneispracticed under alargely
traditional system of cultivation in which farm
holding are small, averageing about 1.2 hectares
per farmer (NARP, 1996)

The target population for the study is the
registered rural dwellers (both men and women)
of theselected NGOsin the six states of operation.
From thelist of NGOsin Nigeria, obtained from
the United Nations Children Educational Fund
(UNICEF), it wasfound that two hundred NGOs
are listed but only twenty are known to be field
based (UNICEF, 1995). From this group, three
NGOs were purposively picked for the study,
these are: Community Women and Devel opment
(COWAD). Farmers Development Union
(FADU), Nigerian Integrated Rural Accelerated
Development Organisation (NIRADO)
representing, 15% of thefield based NGOs. The
criteriaused in selecting these three organisations
include (i) the NGOs are field based, working
directly with rural population (ii) they have on-
going activitiesin southwest Nigeriaand (iii) they
have been in existence for over seven years.

The study revealed that the NGOs under
study, did not have activitiesin al the six states.
Itishowever, observed that each has activitiesin
at least three states that are not necessarily the
same. Two states were thereafter randomly
selected from each NGO's activity area. The
selected states for the NGOs are:

NIRADO : Edo and Oyo States

COWAD: Ogun and Oyo States

FADU: Ondo and Osun states

For each of the selected states for the NGOs,
oneactivity wasrandomly selected. Fromthelist
obtained from the NGO offices, ten percent of the
rural dwellers of the selected activities were
randomly chosen to form the samplefor the studly.

Table 1: Analysis of sample selection
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Thismakestherural dwellers samplesize of 387,
as shown in Table 1. The rura dwellers were
selected through systematic sampling with a
random start.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The demographic characteristicsin thisstudy
included age, gender, marital status, religion and
educational attainment.

Age: Ageis avery important consideration
in NGO activities, sinceimplementation requires
people of different age groups that possess the
energy to carry out NGO activities. Theage (in
years) of therural dwellersweregrouped toreflect
the level of individual responsibility, expected
physical strength for farm and non-farm work.
Theagedistribution of therural dwellersisshown
in Table 2 which reveals that NIRADO rura
dwellersaregeneraly younger than COWAD and
FADU. Theageof therural dwellersranged from
twenty to seventy-nine years.

The findings show that the majority of the
rural dwellers from the three organisations fall
within the ages of 20-39 years which signifies
that the majority of the respondents (62.7 percent)
areyouths. Theselected rura dwellersfall within
the active labour force and they are capable of
undertaking vigorous activities.

The age distribution in Table 2 has some
implicationsfor policy formulation with regards
to adoption of innovations and labour supply.
Younger people tend to belessrisk aversive and
as such adopt new practices more readily than
older ones. This indicates availability of able-
bodied personsfor agricultural production. Itis,
therefore, encouraging that NGOs integrate the
younger able-bodied rural dwellers of the
community. Theinvolvement of youthsin rural
development activities a so helpsto check rural-
urban migration and the quest for white collar
jobs.

Selected NGOs States where Number of Number of Number of rural Number of
activities are  activities per activities dwellers of sample per state
located selected states selected selected activities  (10%) {rural dwellers}
NIRADO Edo 1 1 600 60
Delta 1 300 30
COWAD Ogun 2 1 400 40
Oyo 5 1010 101
FADU Ondo 3 1 540 54
Osun 3 1 1020 102
Total 15 6 3870 387

*Membership strength as contained in each NGO register
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Table 2: Frequency distribution of rural dwellers activities of each NGO by age

Age NIRADO COWAD FADU Total

(Years) Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq %
20-29 54 60 19 13.5 22 14.1 95 24.5
30-39 32 35.6 57 40.4 59 37.8 148 38.2
40-49 3 3.3 41 29.1 48 30.8 92 23.8
50-59 1 1.1 16 11.3 20 12.8 37 9.6
60-69 - - 8 5.7 5 3.2 13 3.4
70-79 - - - - 2 1.3 2 0.
Total 90 100.0 141 100.0 156 100.0 387 100.0

Gender and NGOs Participation: Gender is
considered asimportant variable, especialy asit
relates to gender-specific rights and obligations
within the rural family and the division of tasks
and activities by gender. The distribution by
gender of therural dwellersisshowninFigure 1.

The findings show that an overwhelming
proportion of the respondents were females,
indicating that the reach of the NGO activities
tend more towards women than men, also
demonstrating the current emphasis by develop-
ment agencies upon assisting rural women. This
agrees with Saito and Weidemann (1990) that
women in Africa participate more in activities
instituted by development agenciesinthat it helps
them to secure access to production resources
that they usually lack due to socio-cultural
reasons.

Marital Status: Marital status is a variable
that determine anindividual’sresolveto demons-
trate or show amark of social responsibility and
sometimes indicates a complementary source of
labour input. Also, the age range of the rural
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Fig. 1. Distribution of rural dwellerss of each
NGO by gender.

dwellers (20-79 years) indicates adulthood and
therefore, accounts for the fact that most of the
rural dwellers(67.2 percent) are married asshown
inFigure2.

Thisfinding also shows that by customs and
traditionsamarried personintheareacoveredis
more highly respected and considered
responsible. However, it can also beinferred that
married applicantswere probably morefavoured
than the unmarried during application for
membership. The exception of NIRADO rural
dwellersisexplained by the younger age of most
of the participants.

This finding should be considered in
introducing innovations and change to the area.
Decision-making may rest on more than one
respondent alone, and includethefamily asaunit.
Inthe case of married femalerural dwellerstheir
husbands are likely to make decisions for them.
The situation probably contrast with those of
single, divorced and widowed statuses who may
befaster in making unilateral decisions.

Religion: Theissue of mode of worship may
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Fig. 2. Distribution of rural dwellers of each
NGO by marital status
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Table 3: Frequency distribution of rural dwellers of each NGO by religion

Religion NIRADO COWAD FADU Total

Freg. % Freg. % Freq. % Freq. %
Christianity 60 66.7 93 66.0 98 62.8 251 64.9
Islam 30 33.3 48 34.0 58 37.2 136 35.1
Traditional - - - - - - -
Total 90 100.0 141 100.0 156 100.0 387 100.0

becrucial inrural areas. Itisonthisnotethat the
rural dwellers religion was examined and the
findings are shown in Table 3. The common
religionsamong rural dwellerswere Christianity
and Islam. Aspresented in Table 3, 64.9 percent
of therural dwellerswere Christians, while 35.1
percent were Muslims.

Themgjor finding wasthat Christianity clearly
dominated the religious practices of the rural
dwellers. Islam, however, attracted a substantial
proportion, whiletraditional mode of worshipwas
not reported to be practiced at all by the rural
dwellers. Thisis due to the fact that people pre-
ferred to beidentified morewith Islam and Chris-
tianity. Both Christiansand Muslimsdo warmly
embracethe NGO activitiesand participate fully
in.

Educational Attainment: Education has
often been regarded asamajor factor of influence
onthepersonality of theindividual. It predisposes
the respondents to new ideas, widens mental
horizons and develops a system of assessment
of new ideas (Ragjagopalan and Singh, 1971).
Educationisparticularly singled out asthe“magic
wand” to enhance participation of therural people
in development activities and improve the socio-
economic conditions of the individuals and
groups. It changes the respondents overt and
covert tendencies and predisposestheindividual
to favour adoption of innovations. Educationis,
however, attained hierarchically and itsinfluence,
therefore, varies according to the level acquired.
Therura dwellersare categorised into five groups
according to the level of education they attained
asshownin Figure 3

The findings show that majority of the
respondents 55.8 percent had no formal
education, 7.5 percent had adult literacy
certificate, while 17.3 percent had primary school
certificate, 19 percent had modern school
certificate and 1.1 percent of the respondents had
tertiary education. The majority of the
respondents were non-literate, but they have
positive attitude to education. They realised this
through experience, training and re-training, that

education provides a stepping stone to greater
heightsinlife.

Thefact that 44.2 percent of therural dwellers
aresomewhat formally educated, showsthat they
could read and write, interprete findingsand make
use of better farming methods. However, the
findingsfurther revealed that the NIRADO'srura
dwellers were generally of lower education,
compared to COWAD and FADU. Thisis
because, NIRADO is involved in the basic
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Fig. 3. Distribution of rural dwellers of each
NGO by educational attainment

education and training of rural people. It can,
therefore, be inferred that to make educational
role effective, they focused on illiterate
participants.
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The level of education attained would
enhance rural dweller’s productivity and
influence their rate of assimilation in various
vocationd skills. However, the magjor implication
that the attained level of education may have on
the areaisthat improved agricultural production
technology was easily embraced when
introduced. Virtually none of the respondentsis
trained in advanced science and technology,
hence, directly involving themin such innovative
practicesis disdained or counter productive.

Types of Activities Embarked Upon by the
NGOs: NGOs carry out activities within the
community with the approval of the people (rural
population) and without the attendance
bureaucratic bottle necks that government
intervention experience. The various activities
embarked upon by the selected NGOs are
presented in Table 4.

The findings show that almost all of them
focus on the provision of rural development
activities. These activities were health,
agriculture, credit skill development, basic
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education and training and income generating
activities. NIRADO activitiesaremainly onbasic
education and training in areas such as skill
development and income generating activities.
All the rural dwellers indicated that they had
undergone training on all these activities areas.
COWAD and FADU are involved with several
activitiesin all areasmentioned in Table 4. This
impliesthat the NGOs are fulfilling the mandate
for which they were established.

Participation of Rural Dwellers in NGO
Activities: Different activities and projects
stimulate participation in development
programmes and also determines the level of
participation. Overall, the areas in which most
rural dwellers participated was by cash donation,
followed by the role playing in leadership and
physical labour. Thereason for the participation
isdueto thefact that rural dwellersfelt that they
needed basic amenities that could make them
more comfortable like their urban counterparts.
However, the areas in which the rural dwellers
|east participated werein hel ping to make contacts

Table 4: Frequency distribution of rural dwellers according to activities embarked upon by each NGO

Types of NIRADO COWAD FADU Total
activities Freq. % Freq. % Freq. % Freq. %
Health - 3 2.1 2 1.3 5 1.3
Agriculture - 4 2.8 60 38.5 64 16.5
Provision of credit 22 15.6 54 34.5 76 19.7
Skill development - 6 4.3 10 6.4 16 4.1
Basic education 90 100.0 94 66.7 21 13.5 205 53.0

and training
Income generating 12 8.5 9 5.8 21 5.4

activities
Total 90 100.0 141 100.0 156 100.0 387 100.0
Table 5: Frequency distribution of rural dwellers according to their level of participation in NGO activities
Activities in NIRADO COWAD FADU Total
NGO projects Freg. % Freq. % Freq. % Freq. %
Cash donation 7 7.8 60 42.6 40 25.7 107 27.7
Leadership role 12 13.3 20 14.2 30 19.2 62 16.0
Physical execution

of work 21 23.3 28 19.9 10 6.4 59 15.2
Donation of

materials land

and labour 20 22.3 5 3.5 20 12.8 45 11.6
Getting support

of other people 10 11.1 11 7.8 20 12.8 41 10.6
Giving advice or

direction 8 8.9 10 7.1 16 10.3 34 8.8
Joining in decision

making 8 8.9 5 3.5 12 7.7 25 6.5
Help to make

contacts 4 4.4 2 1.4 8 5.1 14 3.6
Total 90 100.0 141 100.0 156 100.0 387 100.0
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and joining in decision making as indicated in
table5.

Benefits Derived From NGO Activities: The
overall objectivesof many NGO interventionsis
to enable disadvantaged groups to share more
fully in the benefits of development. They help
the people to identify their wants and needs in
rural development programmes and work
effectively at satisfying themselves.

From the total sample of rural dwellers,
enhanced income-generating activities, increased
agricultural production, basic education and
training, improved technology, access to
infrastructure, accessto credit, better marketing,
transportation and improved standard of living
wereconsidered asthe benefitsderived from NGO
activities. The reason for thisis that the NGOs
have been able to assist the rural people in
developing and promoting their well being, within
itsimmediate environment through activitiesfor
rural transformation, enhanced production and
socio-economic activities which have been
identified as the first and most important reason
or aim of existenceof any NGO. Therura dwellers
in the FGD’s basically agreed with the stated
benefits as presented in Table 6.

With respect to NIRADO, the rural dwellers
recognised that they have benefited in education
and training whichimproved their vocational skills
and enhanced their income-generating activities.
For COWAD, the rural dwellers consented that
they have benefited most in the areas of income
generating activities, agriculture and credit, which
has increased their production and productivity,
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through basic educational and training. As
regards FADU, they benefited in income
generating activities, credit, improved technology,
which hasalso improved their standard of living.

From foregoing, al the benefit-derived from
NGO activities stressed the need for social
participation. A large percentage of the rural
dwellers especially from COWAD and FADU
joined the organisationsin order to get credit for
their vocational skills/occupations

Constraints Faced by the Rural Dwellersin
NGO Activities: The constraints faced by the
rural dwellersin NGO activitieswere examined.
These constraints do affect the rate of production
andyield aswell asdiscouragerura dwellersfrom
participating in NGO activities and rural
developments programmes in general. The
frequency distribution of the rural dwellers
according to their constraintsisshownin Table 7.

From the total sample of rural dwellers, the
major constraints identified are finance,
transportation and inability to attend meetings.
This is due to the socio-economics situation of
the people and their educational attainment.
However, unavailability of infrastructureand lack
of land and labour were not considered serious
problems by a large part of the rural dwellers
because of the rural settings, where land is in
abundance.

In order to further analyse the influence of
demographic characteristics on the benefits
derived from NGOsthefollowing null hypothesis
were tested.

Table 6: Frequency distribution of rural dwellers of each NGO by benefit derived from NGO activities

Benefit derived from NIRADO COWAD FADU Total
NGO activities Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq %

Enhanced income

generating activities 89 98.9 1 1.1 134 951 7 5.0 154 98.7 2 1.3 377 97.4 10 2.6
Increased agriculture

production 89 98.9 1 1.1 111 78.7 30 21.3 136 87.2 20 12.8 336 86.4 51 13.2
Improved standard

of living 64 71.1 26 28.9 134 951 7 5.0 136 87.2 20 12.8 334 86.3 53 13.7
Basic education

and training 80 88.9 10 11.1 103 73.0 38 27.0 135 86.5 21 13.5 318 82.2 69 17.8
Improved

technology 89 98.9 1 1.1 97 68.8 44 31.2 118 75.6 38 24.4 304 78.6 83 21.4
Access to

infrastructure 88 97.8 2 2.2 116 82.3 2517.7 98 62.8 58 37.2 302 77.0 85 22.0
Access to Credit 23 255 67 74.4 121 88.7 20 14.2 154 98.7 2 1.3 298 77.0 89 23.0
Better marketing 78 86.7 12 13.3 119 84.4 22 156 92 59.0 64 41.0 289 74.7 98 25.3
Better transportation 89 98.9 1 11 76 53.9 6546.1 75 48.1 81 51.9 240 62.0147 38.0
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Table 7: Frequency distribution of rural dwellers constraints according to NGO activities

Constraints of the NIRADO COWAD FADU Total
beneficiaries to
NGO activities =8 g-g':-g gg =8 gg-:ggg ':-8%-8 =8 gg =8 gg =8 gg
As585%5 55855 855 55 855 45 -5
Freg % Freq % Freq % Fregq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Freg %
Lack of finance 88 978 2 82 526 74 474 22 61 433 80 56.7 231 59.7 156 40.3
Inability to attend 88 97.8 2 18 115 138 885 22 39 274 102 726 145 375 242 625
meeting
Transportation 88 978 2 60 385 96 615 22 56 398 85 602 204 52.7 183 47.3
Lack of land and 8 89 82 18 115 138 885 911 29 206 112 794 55 142 332 858
labour
Lack of access to 15 167 75 49 314 107 686 833 45 319 96 681 109 282 278 71.8
infrastructures
Co-ordination 4 44 86 24 154 132 846 956 19 135 122 865 47 121 340 87.9
() Thereisnosignificantrelationshipbetween  NIRADO, COWAD and FADU, chi-squarevalues

age and benefitsderived from NIRADO,
COWAD, and FADU.

(i) Thereisno significant relationship between
gender and benefitsderived from NIRADO,
COWAD and FADU.

Thereisno significant relationship between
marital status and benefits derived from
NIRADO, COWAD and FADU.
Thereisno significant relationship between
religion and benefitsderived from NIRADO,
COWAD and FADU.

Thereisno significant relationship between
educational attainment and benefits derived
fromNIRADO, COWAD and FADU.

Table 8 shows the chi-square tests of

rel ationship between demographic characteristics

and total benefits derived from the three NGO
activities. The following observations and
inferenceswere made with respect to Hypothesis

1

(i)

(iv)

v)

For NIRADO, COWAD and FADU asshown
in Table 8 age is tested as related to benefits
derived. Comparing thefigurewith x2 tabulated,
showed that there is no significant relationship
between the total benefits derived and age of the
respondentsin thethree NGOs (x?=0.04, x?=1.81,
P=0.05). The low values of these associations
could be responsible for the non-significance of
the x? values. It therefore, indicates low
associ ation between age of therural dwellersand
benefit derived from three NGO activities. The
implication of this, isthat NGO activitiesare not
targeted toward specific age group. Conse-
quently, the null hypothesis was accepted, that
is, there is no significant relationship between
age and total benefitsderived in NGO activities.

For gender asrelated to benefitsderived from

of 0.18, 3.37 and 1.27 were observed. When
compared with the x? tabulated, values of the
findings were not significantly. The null
hypothesis was therefore accepted, that is, there
existed no significant relationship between gender
and the benefits derived from the NGO activities.

The implication is that, though females are
more than males in these NGOs but benefits
derived is not based on gender rather it depend
on other factors such as participation, ability to
attend meetings and types of activitiesembarked
upon.

The chi-square analysis was used in the
contingency table to determine the relationship
between marital status and the total benefits
derived fromNIRADO, COWAD and FADU. The
x? analysis showed that there is no significant
relationship between the total benefits derived
from NGO activitiesand marital statusby thethree
NGOs (x2=0.36,x?=0.13,x2=0.03, p=0.05). The
null hypothesis is therefore accepted, implying
that benefit derived from thethree NGO activities
isnot significantly related to marital status. This
implies that marital status cannot determine
benefit derived from three NGO activities.

Religion was compared with total benefits
derived fromNIRADO, COWAD and FADU using
X2 gtatistics. Comparing thex?value of 0.50, 3.87
and 16.48, the x2 analysis showed that thereisno
significant relationship between the total benefit
derived from NIRADO and thereligion of therural
dwellers but there is a significant relationship
between thetotal benefits derived from COWAD
and FADU andreligion of therural dwellers. The
null hypothesisis therefore, accepted in respect
of NIRADO, but rejected in respect of COWAD
and FADU. This impliesthat certain activities
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arefavoured by aparticular decision to join may
be through religious activities/programmes.

The table further showed the findings of the
test between educational attainment and total
benefits derived from NIRADO, COWAD and
FADU activities. The chi-square values of 0.04,
0.76 and 0.050 were observed respectively.
Comparing both figures with x?2 tabulated,
indicated that x2analysis was not statistically
significant. The null low values of these
associations could be responsible for non-
significance of x? values. It makesthe NGOsto
be involved in the basic education and training
of the rural populace.

Thisimplies that age, gender, marital status
and educational attainment do not significantly
affect the total benefits derived from NGO
activities, whilereligion does not affect their total
benefits derived for NIRADO but significant for
COWAD and FADU, that is, religion affects the
total benefits derived for their (COWAD and
FADU) activitiesasshownin Table 8.

Congtraintsfaced in NGO activitiesand benefit
derived by rural dweller wastested. Thereisno
significant rel ationship between constraintsfaced
by participants in NGO activities and level of
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benefits derived by the rural dwellers.

Table 9 shows that the chi-square tests of
relationship between constraints faced by rural
dwellersin NGO activities and level of benefits
derived by the rural dwellers. The following
observations and inferences were made with
respect to the above hypothesis.

Finance as a constraint versus level of
benefits derived gave chi-squire values of 0.04,
0.85, 2.30, p=0.05 for NIRADO, COWAD and
FADU respectively. Comparing the figure with
x?tabulated, showed that there is no significant
relationship between level of benefitsderived and
thefinance of therespondentsin thethree NGOs.
The contingency coefficient were 0.02, 0.07 and
0.12 for NIRADO, COWAD and FADU respec-
tively. Thelow values of these associations could
be responsible for the non-significance of the x?
values.

For inability to attend meeting asaconstraint
versus level of benefits derived from NIRADO,
and FADU, the chi-square values of 0.02, 1.10,
p=0.05) respectively were observed. When
compared with the x? tabulated x? analysis
showed that it was statistically not significant
but it was significant in respect of COWAD (x2=

Table 8: Chi-square tests of relationships between demographic characteristics of rural dwellers and

total benefits derived from the three NGOS.

NIRADO COWAD FADU

Characteristics df x?> Significance Deci- df x> Significance Deci- df  x? Significance Deci-

Value level sion Value level sion Value level sion
Age 1 0.04 0.82 NS 2 5.09 0.07 NS 2 181 0.40 NS
Gender 1 0.18 0.66 NS 1 3.37 0.06 NS 1 1.27 0.25 NS
Marital status 1 0.36 0.54 NS 1 013 0.70 NS 1 0.03 0.84 NS
Religion 1 0.50 0.47 NS 1 3.87 0.04 S 1 16.48 0.05 S
Educational 1 0.04 0.82 NS 2 076 0.68 NS 2 0.50 0.77 NS

attai nment

Table 9: Chi-square tests of relationships between constraints faced by rural dwellers and the level of

benefits derived

NIRADO COWAD FADU

Characteristics df x> Cont. Sgnifi- Deci- df x* Cont. Sgnifi-Deci- df x* Cont. Sgnifi- Deci-

Value Coeff. cance sion Value Coeff. cance sion Value Coeff. cance sion

level level level

Finance 1 0.04 0.02 0.82 NS 1 0.85 0.07 0.35 NS 1 2.3 0.12 0.12 NS
nability to attend
meeting 1 0.02 0.01 0.87 NS 1 975 025 0.01 S 1 1.1 0.08 0.29 NS
Transportation 1 0.02 0.01 0.87 NS 1 259 013 0.1 NS 1 143 029 0.01 s
Lack of land 1 0.09 0.03 0.75 NS 1 278 0.13 0.09 NS 1 525 018 0.02 S
and labour
Lack of access 1 0.2 0.04 0.65 NS 1 1.95 0.11 0.16 NS 1 9.07 023 0.03 S
to infrastructure
Co-ordination 1 0.04 0.02 0.82 NS 1 0.76 0.07 0.36 NS 1 1.11 0.08 0.29 NS

Management
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9.75, p>0.05). Thecontingency coefficient values
for NIRADO, COWAD and FADU were0.01, 0.25
and 0.08 respectively. Theassociationsrecorded
low contingency coefficient in respect of
NIRADO and FADU. For COWAD, fairly high
contingency coefficient was recorded. This
impliesthat there exist no significant relationship
between the rural dwellers inability to attend
meetings and their level of benefits derived for
FADU and NIRADO while a significant
relationship exist between the rural dwellers
inability to attend the meetings and their level of
benefits derived for COWAD. This shows that
COWA D mestingsisimportant if thebeneficiaries
want to derive more benefits.

The chi-square analysis was used on the
contingency table to determine the level of
benefits derived from NIRADO, COWAD and
FADU on lack of transportation. Thex?analysis
showed that there is no significant relationship
on the level of benefits derived from NIRADO
and COWAD (x?=0.02, x2=2.59, P=0.05), while
there is a significant relationship in respect of
FADU (x? = 14.39, p>0.05). The contingency
coefficient of NIRADO, COWAD and FADU were
0.01, 0.13, and 0.29 respectively. NIRADO and
COWAD showed low values due to non-
significance of x2values, while FADU is
significant due to easy transportation provided
for their goods and services.

In the case of lack of land and labour versus
level of benefitsderived from NIRADO, COWAD
and FADU, the chi-sgquare analysis showed that
there is no significant relationship between the
level of benefits derived from NIRADO and
COWAD (x?=0.09, 2.78, p>0.05) and lack of land
and labour, but a significant relationship exists
for FADU (x?=5.25, p>0.05). The contingency
coefficient of NIRADO and COWAD were 0.03
and 0.13 respectively. NIRADO and COWAD
showed low values due to non-significance of x2
values. NIRADO and COWAD activities do not
have land labour as the principal resources for
their execution. The contingency coefficient of
FADU is0.018, showing fairly high contingency
coefficient. The null hypothesis was therefore
accepted in respect of NIRADO and COWAD,
but rejected in respect of FADU.

The effect of no access to infrastructures
could not be used to explain the benefits derived
by rural dwellersin NIRADO and COWAD. The
chi-square are not significant and thus low
contingent scores (x2= 0.020, x2 = 1.95, p>0.05,
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0.04 and 0.11 respectively). However, thelack of
access to infrastructure was significant with the
benefits derived by FADU rura dwellers. The
derivation of benefits could then be explained by
thisconstraint. The contingency coefficient value
of 0.23 is fairly high to be able to explain the
benefits derived by members.

Co-ordination and management isaconstraint
that would not affect the benefits derived. This
isevident by the non-significance of the x? value
and the non-significance of the x? valuesand the
low contingency coefficient scores. It could be
inferred that due to small sizes of projects and
thevolume of creditinvolved aswell asrelatively
small size of theactivitiesinvolved co-ordination
and management could pose no problem to the
execution of these activities.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUS ON

The overall objective of many NGO
interventions is to enable disadvantaged groups
to sharemorefully inthe benefits of development.
They help the people to identify their wants and
needsinrural development programmesand work
effectively at satisfying themselves.

The result show that the rural dwellers are
young, mostly females and married except for
NIRADO wherethe younger ageresultedin more
respondentsbeing single. Thethree NGOsfocus
on the provision of rural development activities.
These activities were health, agriculture, credit,
skill development, basic education and training
and income generating activities.

The constraints identified by rural dwellers
are predominantly finance and lack of
transportation, which may lead to other
constraints such as inability to attend meetings
and low contributionto NGO activities. Therura
dwellers participated in NGO activities by
donating cash and taking part in physical
execution of work.

The study revealed further that the rural
dwellers are willing and able to contribute their
time and materials needed for activities to help
themselves. It is evident that NGOs is able to
mobilize and reach the rural people in their
programmes.

On the basis of the findings of the study, the
following recommendations are made:

- NGOs should create more awareness about
their activitiesintheir localities
- NGOs should be more flexible in their
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objectives to address the basic needs or felt
needs of the people.

- Training by NGOs should be complemented
with provision of other assistance such as
Credit and infrastructure
Development agencies should use the NGOs

that have experienceinfield work and the needed

manpower to executethe devel opment prorammes
and activities.
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