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ABSTRACT One of the most pressing issues in minds of people in Nigeria as far as education is
concerned today is that pertaining to the quality or standard of education.  Qualitative education
should lead to detectable gains in knowledge, skills and values.  There are, however, several students’
vices that seem to be militating against realization of the desired qualitative education in Nigerian
tertiary institutions.  Some of these vices are cultism, drug abuse, examination malpractice, obscene
dressing and sexual promiscuity/harassment.  Each of these vices and the possible social and academic
implications are explained.  Major employers of Nigerian graduates have widely agreed on quality
decline in higher education in the country, particularly in the areas of communication in oral and
written English and technical proficiency.   It is recommended that the responsibility of preventing or
curbing general students’ vices in Nigerian tertiary institutions be a collective one resting on parents,
teachers, religious leaders, authorities of the institutions as well as government.  This can be done
through appropriate upbringing, counseling and necessary sanctions.
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