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ABSTRACT Violent crimeshave quite visibly increased among Nigerian maleyouth in recent years.
A major consequence of this situation has been increased insecurity in several dimensions of socio-
economic and political life. Thispaper examinesthe phenomenon of youth violence from abackground
of acombination of Nigerian patriarchal traditions and modern socio-cultural and economic environment.
Theroleof school socialization isgiven particular focus, especially asthisimpacts on the preparation
of youth for future economic life. The paper concludes with prescriptions on possible areas of
intervention geared at curbing male youth violence, bearing in mind the need to retain indigenous
cultural identitieswithin acontemporary context.



