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ABSTRACT This & an investigation ina the percerved
paremial love and care as related 1o child sesual, physical
and emolional abuse among & sample of university sto-
dents in South Africa. 712 undergraduate students of
psychelogy at the Universaly of the Morh, South Af-
rica, filled in a retrospective selforating questionnaire m
a classroom setting uestionnaire asked guestions
ahout perceived parenial love and care, and childhood
sesaal, phyeical and emational abuse. Lagistic Regres-
sion Analysis shows that among all the participants,
*perceived lack of paiernal love and care before the age
of 8 years,” “perceived lack of maternal love and care
from age & through 16 years™ and “percerved lack of
paternal love and care from age B through 16 years™
predict child sexwal, physical and emotional abuse re-
spectively. Mental health and social workers, educators
and law enforceanent agencies dealing wilh préevenlion
and profection against child abuse in the province should
take note of the above & pant of impartant factors to he
conaidered and looked into while desipning programmes
for the eradiestion of chald physical and emstional abuse

INTRODUCTION

Child abuse is one of the major problcms that
demand urgent atteniion in South Africa, The
Child Protection Units of the South African
Police Services identified during the first six
months in 1996 19805 cases of crimes against
children less than 18 years; of which child sexual
abuses were 7968 (40794 (rape: 7363, sodomy: 480
and incest: 125) (Picnnar, 1996).

To define child abuse (especially in an
African) context is very difficult and contro-
versial, since, as Lachman, (1%%6) explained that
culiural attitudes towards child abuse vary & great
deal, the distinction between (for example, child
physical) abuse and discipline is blurred, and
the perception of child abuse as ‘private” still
prevails among many families (see also Kaplan,
1996; Kedley, 1996; King and Yorker, 1996, Putman,
1991) and emotional abuse is also often consid-
ered inherent in other types of abuse (Glaser and
Prior, 1997).

The African Metwork for the Prevention and
Protection Against Child Abuse and Meglect
(AMPPCAN) defines child abuse as: “The inten-
tional, unintentional or well intentional acis that
endanger the physical, health, emotional, moral
and the educational welfare of the child. These
wcts are those morally unacceptable to the com-
mumnity that may endanger the well being of the
child, although the child may or may not per-
ceive these acts as abuse. Child neglect is the
denial of the basic nights and needs of the chald
by parents, school, peers, governments and cul-
tural commumity, occurting as acts of omission
and‘or commission” (Ebigbo, 1989; 4047,

Practices viewed as acceptable by one culture
can be viewed as abusive or neglectful in other
culmre. However, while cultures vary in their
definitions of child abuse and neglect, each group
nevertheless has criteria for identifving beha-
viours that are outside the realm of acceptable
child training. The significance of the sociocul-
tural components in studying child maltreatment
was emphasized in ecologically oriented models
(Garbarino, 1992, 1995). These models highlight
the interrelationships among the individual, fa-
milial, social, and cullural components, Three
primary theoretical models have been presented
to explain child abuse: psychopathological, so-
ciological and ecological (Roscoe et al., 1985).
The latter researchers found among adolescents
that they were aligned with the psychopatho-
logical model, followed by the ecological model,
and societal factors were seen as relatively un-
important. Zuravin (1989 found that strong pre-
dictors of child abuse and neglect arc familics
with poverty indicators and that the pastern
covarialion between economic stress iRdicators
and inadequate social support indieglors is con-
sistent with the ecological hypethesis. Gillham
et al. (1998 found that amang registered cascs
of child abuse and neglect in Scoiland that male
unemployment rate alone accounted for two-
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thirds of the variance in total abuse and neglect
rates. This literature (sec also Garbarino and
Sherman, 1980, Reynold, 1997, Scheper-Hughes,
19859} seems to suggest that local social factors
play a role in the child abuse situation in differ-
ent societal contexts.

Mejiuni (1991 addresses child abuse in
Nigeria and the way that abuse seems to have
escalated there. He argues that, although
particular political and economic factors are
implicated in the physical and sexual abuse of
children in Africa, these find a fertile base in
ideclogical facots of African patriarchal traditions
of family life which facilitate the sexual abuse of
women and girls. Levett (1994), however, states
that one needs to be cautious in putting forward
argumenis abowi "cultural differences” in the
southern African context, such as panicular forms

of patriarchal power.

Eﬂ'h}'mﬂmilﬂ}j explained child sexual
abuse to be when an adult or person significantly
older or in a position of power interacts with a
child in a sexual way for the gratification of the
older person. This study limits itsell o any
coniact (i.e., aciual or attempted intercourse, oral
of manual genital contact, sexuwal kissing,
hugging, or touching) form of sexual abuse
famong the university students) which ook
before the completion of the age of 17 years. The
perpetrator must be an adult or a person al least
five vears older than the child or a person in a

ition of power.

Pmﬂlsn I’uﬁ:c purpose of this study, child
physical abuse is here to be understood as
purposeful nonverbal parental or adult care-
taker's behaviour towards a child, which are
typically associated with physical pain and/or
fear of phvsical injury to the child (see also Bnicre
and Runiz, 1988; Ross, 1996). These may be in
form of hatting, punching, cutting, pushing, which
may result in bruises, scratches, broken bones
or teeth, biceding, or hurting that demanded medi-
cal attention {Brizre, 1993).

Lachman (1996) explains child emotional
abuse 1o be an injury 1o a child's psychological
self: its intent and effects are punitive and it is
generally expericnced as parental or adult care-
taker's hosulity or rejection, such as verbal
criticism, harassment or criticism of a child's failure
1o meet unrealistic expectations or standard for
his or her performance. For this study, child
emolional abuse is to be seen as those parental
or adult care-taker s behaviours which primarily
involve physical actions or threat of physical
harm, directly or indirectly 1o a child (Bricre, 19493)
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It is imporiant to find out the relationship be-
tween parental love and care and child sexual,
physical and emotional abuse, because, in many
societies, many people are not always willing to
report all forms of child abuse to the appropriate
law enforcement agencies. For example, research
has shown that child sexual abuse has very
adverse effects on the victims, and the effect can
be on long-term or shori-term basis (Bergner,
1990; Collings, 1993, 1995, 1997; Finkelhor and
Browne, 1986). In spite of that, child sexual abuse
i slill ofien associated with shame, threat, fear
or taboo by many familics and societies. Thus
many of (he cases are not ed to the mental
health workers, social workers, or to the law
enforcement agencies (Bagley and Ramsey, 1985;
Goodwin, 1988; Gutheil, 1991; Steele, 1991:
Kraemer, 1988, Wolf, 1993). With the above
attitude, the perpetrator continues to go about
unreporied, and all the possible psychological,
social, and psychigtric shon-term and long-term
effects of such childhood abuses {(as indicated
by Bricre and Runtz, 1988, Frommuth and
Burkhar, 1987; Klufi, 1985; Leavitt, 19%4; Sand-
ers and Giolas, 1991; Terr, 1992) continue to per-
petuate themselves. The above siluation poscs
a problem for the mental health workers, social
workers and the law enforcement agencies.

In many parts of the world, some authors have
tried io find out the risk factors for child sexual
abuse in the society (for cxample, in Australia;
Fleming et al., 1997, in Malaysia: Kassim and
Kasim, 1995; in Morth America: Bergners et al.,
1994: Finkelhor, 1979, 1980, 1993, 1994; Finkelhor
and Baron, 1986; Finkelhor et al_. 19900, but most
of their findings are not unanimous with each
other. For instance, in Morth America, out of the
# risk factors found by Finkelhor 1979 {parental
occupation, income, and education; religion; eth-
nicity; presence or absence of the father at home;

resence of a slcmmrenl; degree of violence at

ome; and the quality of parcntal marital home),
only one factor (family income less than $10,000)
was confirmed by Bergneretal. (19%4). In South
Africa, Collings (1991) found punitive or emo-
tional rejecting parents and separation from the
natural father as significant factors,

Some researchers looked at child physical
abuse from the point of view of parental factors
and identified percemved lack of parental love and
care (Hermanet al., 1997), history of abuse (Christ-
mas el al., 1996; Hlady and Gunier, 19907, psy-
chiairic illness (Christmas et al., 1996), low
self-csteem (Christmas et al., 1996; McCurdy,
1995 Jacon and Andereck. 1983), social isola-
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tion (Chrisimas et al., 199%0; McCurdy, 1995;
Whipple and Wilson, 1996), teenage parenthood
(Christmas et al . 19%5; Jason and Andereck, 1983,
Wekerle and Wolfe, 1993), low economic status
{Hlady and Gunier, 1990; Jason and Andereck,
1983 McCurdy, 1995), maternal hypothyroidism
(Brethier and Oriod, 1994), family violence (Hota-
ling et al , 1998; Milner, 1994; Whipple and Richey,
19497). residential instability (Brent et al., 1994),
step-parenthood (Wekerle and Wolfe, 1993) male
perpetrators (Jason and Andereck, 1983), black
perpetrators ( Jason and Andereck, 1983) as cor-
relates. Some looked at the correlaies from the
point of view of social demographic variables of
physically abused children and identified the fol-
lowing as correlates: not growing up with both
biological parents (Brent et al., 19%4), presence
of a stepparent during childhood (Brent, et al
1994), low family income (Hotaling et al., 1998,
MNevid ot al,, 1997, Whipple and Richey, 1997),
peoor rural white family anﬁ poor urban black fam-
ily (Jason and Andereck, 1943), and parental
siress and alcohol or substance abuse (Miam et
al, 199 Nevidetal., 1997), Knutson and Sullivan
{19973} identified children s communication dis-
orders {e.g. hearing, speech or language impair-
ment) and enrollment in residential (school) pro-
grammes as correlates for child emotional abuse.
Belt (1998), Daly and Wilson (1998). Fontana
(1968), Gentlewarrior {1998), Herman et al. (1997),
and Jurmann {1999} also emphasised the impor-
tance of parental love and care in the develop-
meni of a child.

Can perceived lack of parental love and care
before the age of 8 vears be an indication for
child sexual, physical aremational abuse? Can
perceived lack of parental love and care from q.?a
of % through 16 years be an indication for child
sexual, physical or emotional abuse? These are
questions about perceived parental love and carg
and child abuse that would intercst psycho-
logists, educators, social and other mental health
workers who are confronted with the problems
of child abuse for proper planning of preventive
and therapeutic strategies, Thus, there is the need
to study the relationship between parental love
and care and child sexual, phyvsical and emotional
abuse, These variables are especially understud-
ied in relation 1o child abuse in South Africa,

The Morthern Province has a population of
5.4 million inhabitants, Among them, 97.1% arc
blacks, 0.1% arc colourcd, . 1% are Indians/
Asians, and 2. 7% are whites, 45, 7% of them are
males and 54,3% are females; and many of the
inhabitants live under poor economic and medi-

cal conditions (Health Svstems Trust and De-
partment of Health, 19497; Statistics South Af-
rica, 2000). No study has been carried out to find
out whether parental love and care would pre-
dict child sexual, physical and emotional abuse
among university students in the Morthern
Province, South Africa,

METHOD

Farticipants: The participants for this study
were all the undergraduate students at the Uni-
versity of the Morth in the Northern Provines
{South Africa) who registered for psychology in
1999, The university had an undergraduate sta-
dent enralment of abowt 7000 in 1999, The total
number of participants composed 244033 8%

males and 46.5(64.4%) females, with 13(1.8%) who

failed to indicate their gender. The collective mean

age was 23 8 vears (SD=5.14) and the age range

wis 15-47 vears, Twenty-six (3.6%) did not indi-
cale their ages. Six hundred and cighty-ning

(95.4%) were black, 5(0.7%) were white, 7{1.0%)

were coloured, with another 21(2.9%) who did

not indicate their skin colowr. (Skin colour is here

to be understood as a demographic marker only. )

frstrument: The instruments used far this
study are part of an anonymous, retrospective,
and self-rating Child Maltreatment Chuestionnaire

(Briere, 1993), which has the following compo-

nents;

1. Questions on the demographic variables of
the participants (gender, age, skin colour, and
place of residence).

2 The fallowing questions on parenial love and
care Which are 1o be answered with  “Mot at
all”, “Awit”™ or “Very much™;

» On average, before the age of 8 years, how
much did the participant feel that his or her
father/step-father/foster father loved and
cared about him or her.

« On average, before the age of € yvears, how
much did the participant feel that his or her
mother/step-mothen/Toster mather loved and
carcd about him or her.

» On average, from the age of 8 years through
the age of 16 vears, how much did the
participant feel that his or her father/step-fa-
|lmb:::'mslcr father loved and cared about him
ar her,

+ (On average, from the age of & years through
the age of 16 years, how much did the partici-
pant feel that his or her mother/step-mother/
foster mother loved and cared about him or
her.
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3. The following questions on the (physical)
conlact forms of sexual abusive experiences
of participants: Before the participant was age
17 vears, whether anvone 5 or more years obder
than he or she was, or in a position of power

¢ Bver kissed him or her ina sexual way

= Evertouched his or her body in asexual way
or made him or her touch ithe aduli’s sexual

art

. E.w: had oral, anal, or vaginal intercourse with
himor her, orplaced his or her finger or object
in the participant's anus or vagina? The
respondents were asked (o answer by ticking
“ves™ or “no™,

4. Questions on child physical abuse asked the
respondenis to indicate (by ticking “yes™ or
“no") whether a parent/stepparent/foster-
parentfother adult in charge of him orheras a
child (i.c., before theage of 17 years) everdid
something on purpose to him or her (e.g.,
hitting, punching, cutting or pushing him or
her down) that gave him or her bruises or
scralches, broke bones or teeth, or made him
or her bleed, and whether inany of the above
cases the respondent was so badly hurt that
he or she had to see a doctor or go 1o a
hospital.

5, Cuestions on child emotional abuse asked the
respondent to indicate (by ticking “ves” or
“no") whether a parmﬂsltig arent/foster-
parent/other adult in charge of him or heras a
child (i.c., before the age of 17 years) ever
loscked him or her ina room or closet or small
space; ever tied him or her up or chained him
or her to something; ever threatened to hurt
or kill him or her; ever threatened to hurt or kill
gomeone he or she cared about; ever
threatencd o leave him or her somewhere that
frightened him or her orwhere he or she would
nol be able to gel back home; ever threatened
to leave and never to come back.

The Chronbach Alpha and the Split-half
reliability for the instrument among all the
respondents in this study were 8 and |7, respec-
ively

Procedure: A research assisiant obtained per-
mission from three leciurers teaching 100, 200
and 300 level psychology students to administer
the questionnaire during their class periods. On
the agreed dates and time with the lecturers, the
rescarch assistant went o administer the ques-
fionnaire 10 the students in their classrooms. The
rescarch assistant, first of all, explained the pur-
pose of the rescarch to the students, 11 was also
made clear 1o thembefore hand that any of them
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who do not want to participate in the study should
fieel free 1o decline, They were then allowed to
ask questions about the research, before filling-
in the questionnaires to the best of their knowl-
edpe. A total numberof 8(1,1%6) students did not
complete their questionnaires. The question-
naires were collected the same day they were
distributed to the participants. English, was the
language of the questionnairg also the lan-

age of its administration. All the participants
completed the questionnaires within 30 minutes
even though 1 hour was allocated for the whole
EXETTisE,

Because of ethical reasons, the participants
ﬁmmu feel Em{;imnmmdmc resca-

or his assistant {physically or nicall

wsing their numbers and add?msgq’mm mrt
for the sadents on the black board in front of
them) in case of questions, counsclling and/or
psychotherapy, They were also told that, alter-
natively, any dinical psychologist, psychothers-
pist or counsellor available (e g., at the Students
Counselling Centre of the university) could be
consulted. This is in view of the fact that the
questionnaire may have aroused some emotions
especially among sexually victimised partici-
pants, Moreover, it was also agreed with the Di-
reciors of the Provincial Depariment of Health
and the Students Counselling Centre of the uni-
versity, that the resull of the research shall be
miade available to them for use in planning pre-
venlive health care services.

The administration of the whole questionnaire
was completed within three weeks in 1999,

Data Analysis: For the questions of parental
love and care, the r nses of the participanis
were coded as fulh\:?EHm at :i]“=l;ﬁIJ E: "=
2, and "Wery much”™ = 3. For sexual, physical and
emotional abuse, the positive responses of the
participants were coded as 1, while their nega-
tive responses were coded as 0,

The data was analvsed using the Statistical
Package for Social Sciences (SPSS).

RESULT

Freguencies; 87(12.0%) respondents indi-
cated that on the average, before the age of 8
years, his or her father/step-father/foster father
did not love and care about him or her at all,
106( 14, 7% indicated that he loved and cared a
bit; S02(49.5%) indi-cated that he loved and cared
very much and 27(3,7%) did not answer the ques-
Liom.

42(5.8%) respondents indicated that on aver-
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age, belore the age of § years, his or her mother/
step-motherfoster mother did not love and care
about him or her at all; 48(6.6%) indicated that
she loved and cared a bit, 619(85.7%) indicated
that she loved and cared very much and 13(1.8%)
did not answer the question.
B8 (12.2%) respondents indicated that on aver-
¢, from the age of 8 vears through the ageof 16
?rgﬂars, his or Efﬂﬂlu’!ﬁlq}—fﬂiﬂfm?& father
did not love and care about him or her at all;
125(17.3%) indicated that he loved and cared a
bit, 462 (64,0%) indicated that he loved and cared
very much, and 47(6.5%) did not answer the ques-
tiom.

4 (6.4%:) respondents indicated that on aver-
age, from the age of 8 years through the age of 16
years, his or her mother/step-mother/foster
maother did not love and care about him or her at
all; 56i7.8%) indicated that she koved and cared a
bit; SMNHE 1. T%%) indicated that she loved and cared
very much and 30(4.2%) did not answer the ques-
o,

The valid number of respondents who indi-
cated any form of (physical) contact sexual abuse
is 166 {25.6%). The number of male victims is 53
121.7%), while that of the femalevidims were 110
(23.7%). 125 (18.2%) participants indicated that
they were kissed in a sexual way. Among them
are 39 (16.3%) males, 84 (19.1%) females. 93
(13.6%) participants indicated that they were
touched in a sexual way or that they were made
to touch another’s sexual parts, Among them
are 29 (12.6%) males and 62 (14.1%) females. 56
(8, 7%0) participants indicated that someone has
ever had oral, anal, or vaginal intercourse with
them or has placed their fingers or objects inthe
participant s anus or vaging. Among them are 14
(0, 5% males, 4009 5% fenales.

110 (15.2%) respondents indicated that they
have ever been physically abused by parent/
stepparent/foster-parent/other adult in charge of
the respondent as a child. 105 (14.5%) of the re-
spondents indicated that they were purposely
hit or punched or injured, and 36 (5.0%) needed
medical attention thereafter.

194 (26.9%) respondents indicated that they
have ever been emotional abuse as a child by
parent/siepparent/Toster-parent/other adult. in
charge of them. The emotional abuse with the
highest frequency was “threalening lo leave the
child and never to come back” (N=T0, 9.7%), fal-
lowed by “threatening to leave the child some-
where frightening” and “threatening to hurt/kill
the child” (N=5%, & 2% respectively), ‘threaten-
ing to huri/kill someone the child cared about’
(N=356, 7.8%), "locking the child in a roomdcloset/
small space’ (N=52, 7.2%), threatening to hurt/
kill the child"s pet (N=42, 5 8%), and tying up/
chaining the child to something (M=25, 3.5%).

Predictors: Table 1 shows Multiple Logistic
Regression Analvsis (Forward: Wald) for the
relationship between perceived parental love and
care and child sexual, physical and emotional
abuse among all the participants.

The Table shows the following: When sexual
abuse is the dependent variable, the significant
aspect of parental love and care (independent
variable) that is added in the final equation is
‘Om average, before the age of 8 years, the par-
ticipant felt that his or her father/step-fathen Tos-
ter father loved and cared about him or her®, This
factor, however, has an inverse relationship with
i_lhhild s-l_lt‘m:ual taphiﬁc{?]= 1. 3490, dfr= Il-lﬂ:;:l.[ﬁ!l.

crefope. the less the participant felt an
cared fn’zr%-_‘.' the faﬂicr%ﬁ"nm the age of Svears,
the more likelihood of the presence of child physi-

Tahle 1: ﬂ'[ﬂl"plt Lugistic Hegression Analysis (Forward) showing the relationship between parental
love and care, and child sexual, physical, and emvtional shuse.

Dependem Independant Pariables in the Eguation

Variahler
Forms of paresial B 5K FFald df  Sig R Exp g Cverall
love amd care ]

prdicted

Sexual abuse {n EI 1345 126 T.681 1 i 0.1 07 Td

= 116, 25.6%)

Physical ahuse E4 L3784 168 5,093 1 o 1.1 a7 E1H

{n =110, 15.2%)

Emoticnal abuse  EJ L3504 [IRRE EROG 1 0 A1 .7 Tl

(m= 194, i %)

El = “Perceived lack of paternal love and care before the age of B years”
E} = “Perceived lack of paiernal love and care from age # through 16 yeass™
Ed = “Perceived maternal love mnd care from age ® through 16 years”
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cal abuse, and vice versa. The R value shows
that this factor accounts for 9% of the variance
insexual abuse, The overall prediction is 74.03%
COTTECt. :
When physical abuse is the dependent vari-
able, the significant aspect of parental love and
care (independent variable) that is added in the
final uﬂ;;i':ih;ﬂn Mﬁ%& frmnﬁapg:ﬁuiflﬂ
T o Years, ci=
pant feli that his mﬁﬁmﬂdt Ifos-
ter- mother loved and cared about him or her’.
This factor, however, has an inverse relationship
with child physical abuse (B =-0.3784, df = 1,p=<
00,05}, Therefore, the less the participant felt lowved
and cared for by the mother at the age range of 8-
16 years, the more likelihood of the presence of
child abuse, and vice versa, The R value
shows this factor accounts for 7% of the
variance in physical abuse. The overall predic-
tion is 82 80% correct, .
When emotional abuse is the dependent vari-
able, the significant aspect of parental love and
care (independent variable) that is added in the
final equation is “On avem%c from the age of 8
years through the age of 16 years, the partici-
pant felt that his or her father/step-father/foster
father loved and cared about him or her”. This
factor, however, has also an inverse relationship
with child abuse (B=-0.3514,df= 1, p=<
0.05). , Lhe less Ihcparﬁ::ipamﬁ]tlwed
and cared for by the father at the age range of 8-
16 years, the more the likelihood of the presence
aof child emotional abuse, and vice versa. The R
value shows that this factor accounts for 10% of
the variance in emotional abuse. The overall pre-
diction is 70.95% correct.

DISCUSSION

“Perceived lack of paternal love and care be-
fore the age of & years™ predicted child sexual
abuse among the participants. This has not been
identified in any other study in South Afnca.
kdarshall and Herman (1998) identified contex-
tual conditions for child sexual abuse in South
Africa as follows: (1) the lg of apartheid (e.g.,
labour system forced families apart, family and
community support systems broke down); (2)
institutionalized patriarchy (e.g., boys are social-
ized to have more , male tors are
protected by state and families); and (3) the no-
tion of children as pr with a culture of domi-
nation and power denies children recognition and
rights (e g, child abuse becomes normalized, laws
and couri procedures discriminate against chil-
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dren). Magwaea (1997) identifies the following
external disinhibitors that could promote child
sexual abuse; Lack of bonding with parent or

as in the case of the South African mi-
grant labour system, which fragments family life
and makes it difficult for fathers to bond with
their children;ibsence of the mother from the
family and lack of supervision, cormmon in Black
families doe to domestic work away firom the fam-
ily and poor childcare facilities; unemployment,
which is highest among Blacks; and overcrowded
household conditions (such as famly members
sleeping in one room) COMMon Among squatier
and township families. Garbarino (1992, 1995),
Garbarino and Sherman {19807, Gillham et al,
(1998), Reynold (1997), Roscoe et al. (1985),
Scheper-Hughes (1989), and Zuravin (1989},
agree that social and environmental factors play
arolein child abuse siteations in different societal
contexts.

“Percerved maternal love and care from age 8
through 16 vears™ is identified as a predictor for
child physical abuse. Herman et al. (1997) also
identified lack of a parental care as a risk factor
gy R et

ingel
mld.Rn:%l:y (1997) identified family violence asa
risk factor for child physical abuse. Parental al-
cohiol or substance wis identified by Miam
etal. (1996), and Mevid et al, (1997) as risk factors
for child abuse.

“Percerved lack of paternal 1mr¢andcar¢ﬂ*mn

age & through 16 " is identified asa
tor for emotional abuse, Belt (1998), Daly and
Wilson (1998), Fontana (1%68), ArTior
(1998), Jurmann {1999, and Herman et al, {IW’TJ
also emphasised the importance of parental love
and carg in the development of a child,
'I‘m,pc.m:puan of child abuse as *private’ still
among many African families (Eaplan,
]1“995 Kelley, 1996; Kingand Yorker, 1996; Putman,
19913, erhdtmcauhunas&umrdudhymm
(1994), the ideological facets of African
patriarchal traditions of family life have been
identified as facilitating child abuse (Mejiuni,
1991). These perceptions and traditions need to
be challenged, The African Metwork for the Pre-
vention and Protection Against Child Abuse and
Neglect (ANPPCAN) and also the Child Protec-
tion Unit of the South African Police Service have
this challenge as one of their objectives (see
Ebigho, 1989, and Piennar, 1996, respectively).
Mlso in South Africa, if a child indicates that he
or she has been sexually touched by an adult,
where the adult is known, it is required by law
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that the information be revealed to the palice, or,
io a Commissioner of Child Welfare or a social
worker (Du Plessis, 1996), This law, however,
needs o be properly and widely implemented.

The above information is relevant (o pav-
chologisis, educators, social workers and other
mental health workers who are confronted with
problems of child abuse. While planning preven-
tive and ic strategies for a victim of child
sexual, physical or emotional abuse, they should
take the above factors as part of a range of fac-
tors 1o be looked into. This would help in pre-
venting or minimizing the short-term and long-
term health problems associated with childhood
abuse (as indicated by Berger, 1990; Bicre, 1988,
Collings, 1993, 1995, 1997: Finkelhor and Browne,
1986; Frommuth and Burkart, 1987; Kluft, 19835,
Leavitt, 1994; Sanders and Giolas, 1991; Terr,
19492, The percentage of variances in abuse ac-
counted for by the identificd variables are low,
thus suggesting that one should not rely solely
on them as ictors for child abuse. The study
i5 basically a correlational study, thereby sug-
gesting that the direction of the relationship be-
tween the identified variables and child abuse
can go cither way, On the one hand, the vari-
ables can servie as part of the indicators for child
abuse, but on the other hand, children who are
abused can, as a result, see their parents as low-
caring or low-loving,

This stady has some limitations. Only the
undergraduate hology students were used
as participants mhls sﬁdy. Thas would limit
the external validity of the findings. Focus groups
or selected interviews with the sample would have
helped 1o check the validity, or, to throw more
light on the results got from the guantitative
study. Mon-contact forms of sexual abuse were
not considered in this study. The study did not
consider the identity of the perpetrator,
relationship of parent to the child, and whether
the abuse was reported and whether the child
received any suppori or counselling. The study
also relies on retrospective reports from
participants, thereby relying much on their ability
and exactness in recalling past memorics, The
above limitations shonld be puarded against by
future researchers interested in the topic,

CONCLUSION

The menial health and social workers, edoca-
tors and law enforcement agencies dealing with
prevention and protection against child abuse in
the province should take note of the above iden-

tified predictors (parental love and care) as part
of a range of factors o be considered while de-
signing programmes for the eradication of child
sexual, physical and emotional abuse.
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