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BOOK REVIEW

Deepak Kumar Behera (ed.), Children and
Childhood in Qur Contemporary Societies, (A
Special Publication Project of the Sowrnal af
Social Sciences) Wew Delhi: Kamla-Raj
Enterprises, 1998, pp. 274, Rs 450/-, US § 55,

Modemn society, a product of the Enlighten-
ment and Industrial Revolution of the 18" cen-
tury, continued for decades and subsequently
changed life of a few million people in some parts
of the world. The herald of Industrial Revolution
brought in optimism though social fabric was
still caught between the natural world and simple
technology. From that time onwards world soci-
ety has been moving on albeit unevenly, This is
viewed by some social scientists as linear up-
ward movement while some other concerned view
it as passing through successive stages on the
social graph, alwavs previously conditioned, de-
termined and prefixed. Therefore, we need to
construct the “images of future” theoretically that
can supply information abour the future. For
these constructs represent and reflect the hu-
man dimensions of the future, our ability 1w influ-
ence and shape it. This is the principle of hope
and child is the future hope, historically.

The volume under review comprises seven-
teen chapters dealing various dimensions of
childhood and the associated factors, precisely
a5 the childhood is socio-culiurally struciured.
Various issues on childhood research ranging
from children’s welfare, children®s identity, child-
hood and social space, children’s rights, juve-
nile delinquency, etc. have been elaborated in
the book. By and large all the authors refterate
the necessity for reconstruction of notions on
child and childhood at the conceptual level
through children’s self-identity and perceiving
children as social actors in social development.
The interesting part is that all the papers from
different countries voice the similar concern i.e.,
children and childhood which strengthens and
emphasizes the objective of the book.

Broadly the papers in the book can be di-
vided into theoretical and empirical levels be-
sides papers on Rights of Children and juvenile
delinquency. Inthe intfroductory chapter Behera
highlights the focus of the volume, i.e. the per-

ception of children and childhood across societ-
ies and cultures in order to “counter the invis-
ibility of children and childhood in the epistemic
space of our contemporary societes” (p.1), As
editor he accomplishes the task of weaving the
concerned heuristic threads together which
shapes the volume,

The papers by Frones and Biihler
Miederberger are interesting theoretical exposi-
tions on socigl conditioning of children that set
the space in the book, Ben-Arieh, Milne, de
Castro, Jenks and others analyze the importance
of perceiving the special needs and rights of chal-
dren, the poor coverage of children in social re-
search, the impact of consumer culture on
children’s identities and the subjectivization, the
allocation of social space for children and so on.
In this context Cohen's appraisal of UN conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child for indigenous
children is no less appropriate to the objective of
the book as “the creation, maintenance and bet-
terment of a suitable family background for the
correct development of children, in its moral, in-
tellectual and physical aspect™ is vital to overall
social progress (p. 219), This is appended by the
UM Convention on the Rights of the Child con-
sisting 54 Articles, which was adopted by the
General Assembly of the United Nation in 1989,
Here it needs to be mentioned that the conven-
tion on Children's Rights has not congnized the
cultural and social variegation particularly in the
south countries. In other words the convention
is unilaterally framed with ethnocentric bias and
thus demands a review. Secondly the definition
of the term child varies across culmres depend-
ing upon the respective political economy, ge-
ography, polity and social institutions at large,
Subsequently, for policy measures il is neces-
sary to undertake research cross-culturally to
evolve a broader theoretical framework while giv-
ing due attention to specificitics, In this connec-
tion it is disappointing to note the conspicuous
absence of contribution on child studies for South
Asian region in the volume which otherwise
would have enriched the postulates. This in-
duced in visible lacuna.

Be that as it may the reviewer also argues
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that more often than not children are marginalized
category, specially in non-tribal societies. In the
process their identities get blurmed as often they
are appended; their voices are unheard, their
labour being the cheapest but precious boon for
capitalism, more so in third world countries; while
there i5 no childhood for the underprivileged
children in unions for child workers. Capitalism
meticulous appropriates their labour while the
family system appropriates the products of their
labour power.

BOOK REVIEW

Thus in the contemporary context the publi-
cation is well appreciated, particularly at the be-
ginning of new millennium. On the whole the
book is a welcome addition in social sciences on
child studies and is useful for researchers, plan-
ners and activists in their concerned ficlds,
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