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ABSTHRACT The author presented a version of this
paper a1 the 5Tth Annual Meeting of The Society for
Applied Anthropology in 5an Juan, Puerto Rico, on
April 23, 1998, The paper concenirates on a unil of
the national park system in the United Siates in the
context of the theme of this special issue of the Jowr-
nl of Social Sciences, “Resource Management through
Indigenous Knowledge," Different groups over time
have been linked to what is now Manzanar Mational
Historie Site, California, USA — American [ndians,
European Amencans, and Japanese Amenicans., The
focus here is upon American Indian contributions. In-
digenous knowledges, so to speak, are identified for
possible application to park management, but mostly
o park inferpretation, That means felling visitors ahaut
the natural and cultural resources of what 15 now o park,
and them pdl.lcllil'l' them aboul prolecting and preserv-
ing these resources for fulure generations. The
storylelling activities are porirayed of two American
Indians sharing indigenous knowledge in relation o the
park.

INTRODUCTION TO MANZANAR

Manzanar Mational Historic Site, California,
was established by the United States Congress
on March 3, 1992, by way of federal law (Public
Law 102-248) to be administered by the National
Park Service, United States Department of the
Interior. It became part of the national park sys-
tem as one of the 378 such units across the coun-
try managed by the Mational Park Service (Ma-
tional Park Service, 1993; Rancourt, 1993:30;
Olson et al., 1996). Listed in the California His-
toric Resources Register prior to national list-
ing, it was listed in the National Register of His-
toric Places on July 30, 1979, for its

“exceptional importance...to the broad

pattemns of our [American] history ... spe-

cifically the internment of Japanese-

Americans during World War [I" (Bur-

ton, 1993: 13,7

Mot only is the Japanese-American experi-
ence of World War II to be recognized and com-
memorated by the park, but also an European-
American agricultural experiment for commercial
fruit growing, which lasied from about 1910 into
the 1930s, and the American Indian linkages to
the site that span from prehistoric times to the
present. As the park brochure for visitors puts i,

“[the Manzanar] site represents three

phases of Owens Valley's past: The in-

ternment of Japanese-Americans, 1942-

1945; early agricultural setflement and

land use, 1910-1930s; and prehistory and

history of American Indians in the

Manzanar area (Mational Park Service,

1993)."

What happened at Manzanar of national sig-
nificance that prompted its establishment as a
national park unit relates to the forced reloca-
tion and internment of people of Japanese an-
cestry living in the western United States, mostly
American citizens, into ten camps with barbed
wire situdted in relatively remote areas of the
west (Merritt, Ir., 1987), Manzanar was the first.

Executive Order Number 9066, signed by
President Franklin D, Roosevelt on February 19,
1942,

“spon led to the removal of all persons

of Japanese ancestry from the west coast

by the United States Army. Over 70 per-

cent of those removed were United States

citizens (Hopkins, 1995)."

These people were ultimately placed in intern-
ment camps called war relocation centers,
Manzanar was an assembly and temporary deten-
tion center starting in March of 1942 under the
Wartime Civil Control Admimistration, Tt was trans-
ferred to the War Relocation Authority as a war
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relocation center on June 1, 1942, It operated as
one of the ten war relocation centers until Mo-
vember 11, 1945, with a maximum population
of 10,046 internees of Japanese ancestry
{Embrey, 1987: 13). Again, the majority of the
evacuees were American cifizens. Including the
other nine war relocation centers in California,
Arizona, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, and
Arkansas, the number of internees totalled
113,798 (Momuwra no date, cited in Van Homn,
1995a: 17). The World War Il story of Manzanar
can be skeiched through a shont series of quotes,
which reflect on Manzanar's meaning;:
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people...can learn from what has hap-
pened in the past 50 it does not happen
again. We are a great nation, willing to
acknowledge our errors. We are not
weak, It takes a certain amount of
stremgth to admit that we made a mis-
take (Sue Embrey quoted in Rancourt,
1993: 46)."

“Mations should and do use history to
celebrate great achievements. But the
greatest nations use history as a reminder
that we can, and should, do better (Jerry
Rogers quoted in Rancourt, 1993: 30)."

SYMBOLIC STATEMENTS:
MANZANAR WAR RELOCATION
CENTER

“Manzanar ... the scene of a test of racial
tolerance — the greatest test a democ-
racy has ever met. We are face to face
with the question of whether Americans
can live in peace and security with fil-
low citizens of Japanese ancestry and
Japanese who by virtue of our laws are
non-citizens. They stand accused of no
erime except their ancestry. To all of them
we have pointed to American democracy
as a better way of living. To fellow citi-
zens we have commitments set ouf in the
Bill of Rights. These thousands of
them...are now held inside barbed-wire
fence as a measure of national proteciion
in this time of war. Protect who? Why?
Where has the failure occurred? Is this
democracy? (Ralph P. Merrin, Sr., De-
cember 25, 1942, in Merritr, Sr., 1942)."
“On August 10, 1988, President Ronald
Reagan signed [into law] the bill [from
Congress] providing an apology [from
the United States Government], review
of convictions and pardons of crimes for
non-cooperation, as well as payment of
520,000 to each individual who was im-
prisoned under Executive Order 9066
(Rancourt, 1993; 34),"

“The apology was important. [However]
the idea that the [United States] govern-
ment actually said it was wrong doesn't
make up for what happened ... [Yet]

“Manzanar is a symbolic reminder thata
nation of laws needs constantly to honor
the concept of freedom and the rights of
its citizens {David Simon quoted in
Rancourt, 1993: 30).”

“Manzanar Mational Historic Site is as
much a site of pride as it is a site of
shame: all Americans should take pride
in what those who lived there endured,
for their courage is our courage. Further,
it ought to be a distinct source of pride
that we have, as a people, reached suffi-
cient maturity to recognize our mistakes,
to create a visible symbol of the invisible
past to teach future generations of the
great fear and irrationality thai ai times
descend wpon a people in time of war
{Robin Winks, 1994; 23)."

THE JAPANESE AMERICAN EXPERI-
ENCE ANDOTHER HERITAGES AT
MANZANAR

A comprehensive study of the Japanese
American experience during intérnment at
Manzanar, 1942-1945, has been done by Harlan
D. Unrau, historian at the Denver Service Cen-
ter of the Naticnal Park Service, Denver, Colo-
rado (Unraw, 1996). This extensive historic re-
source study of Manzanar Mational Historic Site
deals with what happened to the Japanese
Americans at the Manzanar War Relocation
Center. The people lived in barracks, families
staying together for the most part assigned to a
portion of a barrack. Eating was communal in a
mess hall. There were separate communal la-
trines for men and women. Many educational
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programs were developed including formal
schooling through high school. The Los Ange-
les Department of Water and Power allowed more
than sufficient irrigation to raise crops in nearby
fields, as well as chickens in the camp. Water
was plentiful for the beautiful Nower gardens
many internees designed and maintained around
some of the barracks.

Harlan Unrau deals with the previous history
of the fruit-growing town of Manzanar, formed
to supply apples, peaches, pears, and apricots
for the Los Angeles market, shipped by railroad.
The town of Manzanar had many amenities in-
cluding a community hall and school. Unrau
shows how earlier European American settle-
ment of the area took place by Anglo ranchers
and farmers, including mention of how indig-
enous American Indians started working for
these Anglo ranchers and farmers.

The prehistory and archeology of the site is
dealt with in several detailed reports by Jeffrey
F. Burton, archeologist at the Western Archeo-
logical and Conservation Center of the National
Park Service, Tucson, Arizona (Burton, 1993,
1994; Burton et al., 1996, 1998). The primary
archeological shudy via its title, Three Farewells
to Manzanar: The Archeology of Manzanar
National Historic Site, California, alludes to a
popular, first- hand account of life at Manzanar
by an internee named Jeanne Wakatsuki at the
time, who later under her married name of Hous-
ton told her story with the aid of her European
American husband, James D. Houston. Their
1973 book (1974 in paperback) is entitled Fare-
well to Manzanar. The “three farewells to
Manzanar™ refer to the successive occupations
of the site by American Indians, European
Americans, and Japanese Americans.

A study of mine (Wan Hom, 1995a) deals
with the ethnohistory and ethnography of the
American Indians — Shoshones and Paiutes —
indigenous to the Owens Valley, California, circa
European contact and after. Three groups of
Paiutes and one group of Shoshones interacted
in various ways with the European American
newcomers, including living on nearby streams
as they had previously but working for Eure-
pean American or Anglo ranchers and farmers,
mentioned above. Shoshones and Paiutes live
in the Owens Valley today centered around the

communities of Lone Pine, Independence, Big
Pine, and Bishop, which are situated, respec-
tively, from south to north along United States
Highway 395,

INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE IS LOCAL
ENOWLEDGE

With regard to land use management, the
range of American Indian indigenous knowledge
is elegantly presented by Allen Pinkham in a
1996 overview article with examples of specific
applications before European contact provided
by Thomas Blackburn and Kat Anderson in their
1993 book. In general as one might imagine, the
broad sweep of applications involves different
kinds of plants and animals in the context of
appropriate habitats, The seasons of the year,
various types of terrain and levels of altitude are
recognized as variables of particular practices.

At first glance, indigenous knowledge refers
to information believed to be true about the
physical and/or social environment that has been
acquired over time and passed down from one
generation to another within a group associated
with an ancestral territory. However, a broader
definition equated with local knowledge not
necessarily linked to ancestral territory but rather
a place where a group functions has been found
to be quite useful (Purcell, 1998). This includes
insider information cheracteristic of & group
without necessarily having been passed down
transgenerationally {Van Hom, 19%8c).

The session “Grounds for Indigenous
Enowledge: The Importance of Being Emic in
an Etic World,” presented at the 96th Annual
Meeting of the American Anthropological As-
sociation in Washington, District of Columbia,
on Movember 22, 1997, described and analyzed
examples ol both indigenous and insider knowl-
edge in various groups from different parts of
the world (Van Horn, 1998c). A sequel,
“Grounds for Indigenous Knowledge: The Use
of Indigenous Knowledge as a Tool in the Po-
litical Relations between Populations,” was pre-
sented at the 97th Annual Meeting of the Ameri-
can Anthropological Association in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, on December 2, 1998 (Strouthes,
1998). Both sessions included local knowledge
as part of indigenous knowledge, especially
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insider knowledge peculiar to a particular group.
That is the case here, too, discussing Manzanar's
American Indian contributions.

PAIUTE IRRIGATION

Paiute irrigation is an example of American
[ndian indigenous knowledge in the Manzanar
area. The Paiutes wraditionally occupied the
northern two-thirds of the Owens Valley in east-
em California, east of the Sierra Nevada but west
of the Inye Mountains. The three Paiute com-
munities and reservations today are part of the
towns of Independence, Big Pine, and Bishop,
all of which, going north respectively, are located
on United States Highway 395, Manzanar is situ-
ated a few miles south of Independence on LS,
395, Lone Pine contains a Shoshone commu-
nity and reservation.

Paiute irrigation became a distinctive feature
of the Owens Valley before European contact,
Water was diverted from streams flowing down
out of the mountains. The process manipulated
and managed water to promote the growth of
certain plants from irmigated plots of wild seeds.
Aisa in Paiute or western yellow cress (Rorippa
curvisiligua), pawaf or water grass
( Echinochloa crusgalli), and wata or white pig-
weed (Chenopodivm berlandiers) are examples
of the plants involved (Lawton et al., 1993: 3319).
Such plots were routinely and regularly placed
and irrigated by way of a community effort re-
quiring considerable labor.

All the men of a village might take part in
building a dam of “boulders, brush, sticks, and
mud” for the initial diversion. Then the irrigator
of a plot ook charge. He had the “sole respon-
sibility for wartering the plot by [manipulating]
a system of small ditches and dams of mud, sod,
and brush,” using an irrigating tool called the
pavado, a pole about 8 feet long and 4 inches in
diarmeter, { Lawton et al., 1993: 338).

Paiute irrigation ocourred along with a form
of fishing or fish collection:

*After water was turned into the [imga-

tion] ditch, fish were recovered from the

dry stream bed.... In the fall, before har-
vesting of the wild plants, the dam was
destroyved and the water allowed to flow
once more down its main channel.... to
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the Owens River. Again fish were gath-
ered, but this time from the imigation ditch
(Lawtonetal, 1993: 338)."
Linguistic evidence supports the indigenous
roots and aboriginal origin of Paiute irrigation:
“In the case of the Owens Valley Paiute,
[Julian] Steward [1930, 1933] provides
three words associated with the growing
of plant crops: fvafi, head irrigator; fuva
dur, to irrigate; and pavadoe, the
irrigator's pole. Catharine Fowler (per-
sonal communication [linguistic anthro-
pologist, University of Nevada at Reno])
informs us that these are Paiute words
and not derived from the Spanish. Possi-
bly, a review of unpublished field notes
of linguists working on the various North-
ern Paiute and Nevada Shoshone groups
will elicit still more words related to irri-
gation of wild plants such as the words
for “ditch,” “fallowing,” and “dam.” We
suggest, however, that the presence of
thezse few recorded words in the Paiute
vocabulary and the fact that the well-
known Spanish term zanjero for irriga-
tor did not diffuse from the Spanish mis-
sions. Whether future analyses of Paiute
vocabularies can throw more light on dai-
ing the origins of irrigation in the Owens
Valley we must leave to linguists work-
ing in that area (Lawton et al.,, 1993:
360)."

INTERFRETING MANZANAR

Is there any modemn utility for aboriginal
Paiute irrigation concerning park management at
Manzanar? There appears to be no direct appli-
cation to natural resource management, One rea-
son is that much less water is available today in
the Owens Valley. History shows that the Owens
Valley used to be much greener than now (Van
Hom 1993a). Water flowing down into the valley
from mountain streams has been systematically
acquired by the Department of Water and Power
of the City of Los Angeles (DWP) and taken to
the city (Kahrl, 1983). Buying up land for water
rights began during the fuit-growing perod at
Manzanar and continued for some 30 vears. This
activity of the DWP was the prime reason the
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town of Manzanar with its commercial apple, pear,
peach, and apricot orchards could not continue
effectively afier the early 1930s. The landscape
today along U.S. Highway 395 bears witness to
the DWP by way of the Los Angeles Aqueduct,
which crisscrosses the highway in several places
as an open canal carrying water to Los Angeles.
Thus, the ways of aboriginal management of the
streams within the Manzanar area would not be
possible today with the reduced water flow.

It would seem then that the story of indig-
enous Paiute irrigation could only be used in
today s world as part of park interpretation, that
i5, interpreted by the park staff as part of the
story presented to visitors, This, nevertheless,
15 not an unworthy use. As a unit in the national
park system, Manzanar National Historic Site is
managed under the mandate of the 1916 act of
Congress that established the National Park Ser-
vice as part of the United States Department of
the Interior. The department itself was founded
in 1849, Within park units under s care, the
Mational Park Service was sef up:

“to conserve the scenery and the natural

and historic objects and wild life therein

and to provide for the enjoyment of the
game in such a manner and by such
means as will leave them unimpaired for

the enjoyment of future generations (16

United States Code 1)."

Park interpretation hopefully serves the dual
purposes of contributing 1o visitors™ enjoyment
while educating them at the same time about the
significance of natural and cultural resources.
The somewhat uneven landscape today at
Manzanar reveals many small hills and gullies
here and there that somehow have been created
by the manipulation of the land surface by the
WP, as it is called locally, as part of its regional
water management program before Manzanar
came into the National Park Service. This is evi-
dence of the DWP's overwhelming presence in
the Owens Valley. The DWP has heavily influ-
enced the Owens Valley for nearly half a cen-
tury as a major employer in the valley and as an
economic and environmental force, determin-
ing that most of the water in the Owens Valley
goes to Los Angeles. Some Paiutes and
Shoshones over the years have become long-
term D'WP employees, which represents a steady

Job source for them in recent times,

A few remnant fruit irees remain from the
Manzanar town days. During the internment-
camp period, these and others were revived and
maintained by internees. Two stone guard
houses remain plus a large building that was con-
structed for and used as the camp’s gymnasium
and auditorium. Archeology has revealed the
foundation outlines of some of the camp build-
ings with functions confirmed by the camp con-
struction plans that survive. Visitors today con-
gregate in the old pymnasium/auditorium, which
serves as a re-modeled visitor center with inter-
pretative exhibits involving the three periods of
Manzanar. Visitors then can follow the camp
plan by way of a park brochure and walk about
learning where various activities took place.

ANOTHER PARK'S EXAMPLE OF
DIRECTLY APPLYING INDIGENOUS
EKNOWLEDGE

This paper will return to indigenous knowl-
edge and park interpretation at Manzanar. But
an example is presented for comparison here in
this section to show a direct application of in-
digenous knowledge for park resource man-
agement. The example is Organ Pipe Cactus
Mational Monument, Arizona.

Crgan Pipe Cactus MNational Monument 15
situated in that portion of the Sonoran Desen
that extends north from Mexico into the United
States. The monument shares borders and
boundaries with Mexico to the south and the
Tohono O'odham MNation to the east (Van Horn,
1997). Formerly known as the Papago Indian
Reservation, it is still called that by some {Dol-
lar, 1998: 8). As pant of ongoing relations, the
staff of the monument and members of the
Tohono O'odham MNation share information,
The staff of the monument has plans in place,
subject to future funding, to apply traditional
Tohono O'odham skills about erosion contral
to a particularly troublesome and remote spot
in the Armenta area of the monument where a
major wash crosses a dirt road. (Van Hom,
1995b, 1998a, 1998b).

The Tohono O'odham have long been rec-
opgnized for their dryland farming techniques.
They catch and divert sporadic seasonal wash
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waters from desert rains. Brush is gathered, and
weirs are assembled for the purpose. Mesquite
weirs will be used at Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument.

The staff of the monument has negotiated a
set of detailed drawings with Mr. Dolores Lewis,
a much respected Tohono O'odham farmer, for
the mesquite weirs. They would be set up to di-
wvert and more evenly distribute wash water above
and below the spot in question. A gabion that
has been in place for some time, replete with
heavy steel mesh over rocks and boulders, has
proven to be quite ineffective to stop the erosion.

THE MESQUITE WEIRS

South of the road and gabion, one recent
photograph shows a root about six inches be-
low the surface traversing from one side of the
wash to the other, like a siretched wire. The ero-
sion here amounts to about three feet of soil gone
bencath the root, dramatically exposing it.
Tehono O'odham strategy calls for mesquite
weirs to be placed above and below the road
where it crosses the wash. The plans call for at
least six weirs, as follows (Van Horn, 1997: 106):

“Three sets of two weirs a piece would

work together above the road. One weir

of each pair would cross the wash from

each side with an open channel in the

middle. Given the topography and the
narrowing contour of the wash as it
crosses the road, if each weir met its mate,
they would come ftogether and form an
angle of about 135 degrees in the center

of the wash. Each of these weirs would

be made up of single mesquite posts, in-

rertwined with small brush woven be-

tween the posts, and placed at intervals

of 200 or 300 feet, dependent upon the

contour of the wash, so that each wair

would work in tandem with its mate. A

single weir could be as long as 900 feet.

The mesquite posts would be spaced 3

feet apart and dug down so that about 2

feet of the post would remain above

ground. Above the road, the water when
flowing in the wash would tend 1o fan out
the weirs on each side of the wash,

“Stronger and heavier weirs would be
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placed right in the eroded wash below

the road and below the existing gabion.

These weirs would be doubled posted,

with mesquite branches placed 8 to 10

inches across from each other, forming a

thick barrier packed with brush. Angled

pairs, similar to those above the road but
thicker in width and much shorter in
length, would alternate with weirs placed
straight across the wash like blockades.

Angled pairs would also be placed on top

of the banks of the wash to fan out the

overflow when the wash filled up. Here

the mesquite posts would be buried 3 feet

or more deep, and the angled pairs alter-

nating with straight blockades would be

installed every 150 to 200 feet or so.

Additional brush would be placed down-

stream behind each weir to dispel the eddy

currents that eat away the banks. Below
the road, the weirs would serve primarily

to slow the water and build up silt.”

The Armenta area of the monument takes its
name from the Armenta Homestead and Well,
where agriculture was practiced much earlier in
this century through well-water irigation. When
the Tohono O'odham mesquite weirs are in
place, not only will the resource be protected
better, but also the idea and practice of applying
Tohono O odham knowledge for modemn erosion
control could be interpreted to visitors as an out-
growth of traditional 0" odham dryland farming,

BACK TO MANZANAR WITH A WORD
ABOUT THE MAME

The late Alfred L. Kroeber, known in his time
(1876-1960) as the dean of American anthro-
pologists and as an expert on the Indians of
California (Kroeber, 1976), was researching his
California Place Names of Indian Origin
(Kroeber, 1916) about the same time Manzanar
began to flourish as an European American fruit-
growing community. Kroeber does not mention
Manzanar. But some evidence exists that the
name Manzanar came to the English language
as a California place name from the Spanish
language via the Paiute language, a process that
no doubt would have intrigued Kroeher (Van
Hom, 1995a: 19).
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The idea suggested is the Spanish-language
origin through Paiute contact of the name
Manzanar by European American adoption via
a loan word for apple from the Spanish of early
explorers to the Paiute of those in the Owens
Walley to the American English of California
settlers. In Spanish, la manzana generally means
apple; el manzane, apple tree; and e manzanar,
apple orchard or a garden of apple trees (Castillo,
Bond, and Garcia, 1964: 133; Velazquesz, 1948:
417). There are alternative meanings in Spanish
for manzanar, Manzanar may refer to a block of
houses bounded on every side by a street, that
15, @ square; it also may refer o the knob in the
hilt or handle of & sword [ Velazguez, 1948: 427).
Monetheless, the fit of Manzanar as apple or-
chard with the early twentieth century commer-
cial fruit enterprise seems straightforward. What
is not clear is the immediate origin and applica-
tion of the name. The European Americans who
founded the town were not of Spanish heritage,
glthough the ultimate Spanish-language origin
of the name is widely accepted (Houston and
Houston, 1974; 69).

An interesting consideration is that the land
developed in 1910 for commercial fruit grow-
ing was officially called Manzanar Irrigated
Farms and the town itself simply Manzanar
{Unrau, 1995 74 of Chapter 6). Mot only one
but two of the Spanish meanings of manzanar
— apple orchard and housing square — could
hawve been applied then as this orchard town was
laid out in a grid pattern, making the name
Manzanar doubly approprate.

Enter Truman Buff, a Paute elder, born in
1908, from the Fort Independence Indian Res-
ervation, just north of Independence on High-
way 395, As he says (Buff, 1992, 1994), Paiutes
in significant numbers worked on ranching and
farming spreads in the Owens WValley. They
worked at George’s Creek in the Manzanar area
and were befriended and employed by John
Shepherd (1833-1908). Az early as 1862, Shep-
herd pioneered a cattle ranch on George's Creek,
named for an Indian leader, Chief George. Shep-
herd moved to what became known as
Shepherd's Creek, which is on the immediate
Manzanar site, in 1864 and evenmually held some
2000 acres (Wehrey, 1993: 2),

An extensive Paiute vocabulary list of

Truman Buff{Buff, 1978) reveals many Spanish
words in Paiute — presumably words borrowed
from Spanish for introduced items for which there
was no Paiute equivalent. Buff lists manzana as
the Paiute word for apple. This 15 an example in
linguistic terms of a loan word from Spanish
borrowed inio Paiute. Ina 1994 interview, Truman
Buff volunteered and made a special point of
bringing up the idea of American Indians as con-
duits of the manrana-apple meaning associated
with Manzanar (Buff, 1994),

TRUMAN BUFF: AMERICAN INDIAN
STORYTELLER

Truman Buff iz a Paiute storyteller with ties
o Manzanar because of his interest in promot-
ing knowledge about American Indian links to
the site. These encompass not only what might
be considered traditional links in terms of in-
digenous Paiute irrigation and then the Paiutes
possibly serving as a conduit of the Spanish
name Manzanar to the Anglo developers of the
fruit-growing town, but also for other Amen-
can Indian links to Manzanar. For instance,
Truman Buff as a yvoung and middle-aged man
played in a band, an all Indian band. He plaved
the trumpet and violin — mostly the trumpet
but also the violin when appropriate. The band
performad at Manzanar the town and later at
Manzanar the camp. He came to have friends in
both the town and the camp,

Truman Buff points out that American Indi-
ans helped build the camp as construction work-
ers in 1942 and helped dismantle it in 1946 (Buff,
1994, At least one was a member of the admin-
istrative staff operating the camp. Viola
Martinez, a Paute from the Bishop area, worked
at the Manzanar War Eelocation Center as a re-
location officer. She interviewed interness for
relocation to jobs outside the camp in the
midwesiern or eastern panis of the United States
(Martinez, 1994), Viola Martinez anended the
Sherman Institute in Riverside, California, and
later became a certified teacher and social worker
iri the Los Angeles area (Van Horn, 1995a: 28).

It is information like this, local knowledge if
you will, that Truman Buff would like to see re-
searched and distributed more, including indig-
enous knowledge about prescribed burning,
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mentioned below. To this end, he makes himself
available to Bill Michael, director of the Eastern
California Muscum, Independence, California,
who has an ongoing oral history program. Bill
Michael in turn works very closely with the su-
perintendent of Manzanar National Historic Site,
FRoss Hopkins, to share mformation relevant to
interpreting Manzanar both at the park and the
museum (Michaezl, 1994).

PRESCRIBED BURNING

Controlled prescribed burning — purpose-
fully setting brush and ground cover on fire to
promote new plant growth and seed growth for
cerfain species in cerfain locations at certain
times of the year as well as for hunting deer and
rabbits — has been reported for the Timbisha
Shoshones in Death Valley (Fowler, 1994b;
Paton, 1995: 50), the Western Mono Paiutes to
the west of the Owens Valley Paiutes (Ander-
son, 1993: 161; Lewis, 1993: 91), the Mono Lake
Paiutes of the Eastern Mono Paiutes to the north
of the Owens Valley Paiutes (Andrews, 1994),
and for the Owens Valley Paiutes themselves
i Richard Stewart 1995b). In general, such use of
fire was aboriginally perceived as “pood, and
useful to clean the country™ (Fowler, 19%4a: &),
and it is $0 regarded today (Richard Stewart,
1994, 1995a, 1995b).

“Ethnographic studies of California In-

dians have demonstrated the great vari-

ety of plant and animal resources used
for aboriginal subsistence. Whereas
acorns [and pine nuts], large game (gs-
pecially deer), and fish constituted the
bulk of available food, large amounts of
herbaceous plants and smaller game were
also taken in the annual quest for food.

Among the more important of the sec-

ondary sources were the seeds of vari-

ous grasses and bulbs of lilies, both plant
farnilies being highly productive in terms

of fire successions (Lewis, 1993: 79)."

Traditional American Indian prescribed bumn-
ing in the Cwens Valley could have implications
for Manzanar Mational Historic Site in managing
and inferpreting the natural resources of the
park. It is a topic for further consideration that
should réceive additional attention in future eth-
nographic or traditional-use studies associated
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with the site,

Some parks do practice prescribed burning,
which prevents the build up of large amounts of
fuel on the forest floor and thus helps prevent
huge, regional fires as at Yellowstone Mational
Park in 1988, Yellowstone now publicizes pre-
scribed-burning in the park, which is in distinc-
tion to “Yellowstone's perceived “let it burn
policy” during and after the fires of 1988 and
which, in a way, recognizes the indigenous wis-
dom of American Indians “along with MNative
Americans in Alaska” (Barbee, 1997:42). Bob
Barbee was the superintendent of Yellowstone
in 1988 and is currently the regional director of
the Alaska Region of the National Park Service.

RICHARDSTEWART: ANOTHER AMERI-
CANINDIANSTORYTELLER

American Indian legends and stories are an
important part of park interpretation. Some
Owens Valley legends are alive and well and
being told today like that of Winnedumah, which
figures prominently in overall Owens Valley cul-
ture, Originally a Paiute story apparently, it has
enjoyed wider currency for some time, although
it still retains its primary Paiute identity. Tom
Smith, for example, of European American hen-
tage, leamed about it as a Big Pine sixth grader
in 1914 (Smith, 1975). And Truman Buff assens
that it must not be discounted as just a story; it
may be based upon a real incident in Paiute his-
tory | Buff, 1994).

There are several variations of the legend of
Winnedumah that attest to the courage of a
Paiute hunter and warrior who stood his ground
under overwhelming odds against invading at-
tackers. Supernaturally, Winnedumah’s body
tumed to stone in the form of a granite rock
formation on the very crest of the Inyo Moun-
tains some ten miles east of the town of Inde-
pendence. It is a prominent landmark and eter-
nal reminder of the need to defend what is right
and important (Hamilton, 1993: 35-36).

Anexample of a latter-day storyteller relevant
to Winnedumah and heroes of other tales may
be found in the person of Richard Stewart, a
Pajute who teaches art in the school district of
Bishop, California, at the northern end of the
Crwens Valley. His home is in Big Pine in the
Paiute community there, He is a member of the
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Secretary of the Interior’s Advisory Commission
o Manzanar National Historic Site. Richard
Stewart has an impressive family legacy. Jack
Stewart was his great grandfather (Jack Stewart,
1994), who was a very important informant of
anthropologist Julian Steward {1930, 1933 and
1936).

Richard Stewart tells Coyote stories as a spe-
cialty, known in some Morth American Indian
cultures as Trickster tales, These are like moral-
ity plays in that the Trickster character, although
blessed with supernatural powers, often gets into
predicaments because of greed and other appe-
tites that he allows to get out of hand. Often with
humaor, Trickster stories teach by reverse ox-
ample. Humans learn not to follow Trickster's
ways 50 as to avold embarrassing situations
(Richard Stewart, 1994, 1995a).

Richard Stewart as an accomplished artist,
potter, and storyteller is well known in the
Owens Walley for the weekend retreats he con-
ducts associated with the Winnedumah Hotel
and Eastern California Museum in Indepen-
dence. The advertising brochure, “Paiute Pot-
tery with Richard Stewart,"” reads:

“Follow Paiute Richard Stewart into the

world of the Paiutes. Gather clay from

[Owens] Valley deposits. Grind and mix

it, then fashion your own pieces using

ancient Paiute technigues. Enjoy

Richard’s tales and musings on Paiute

culture as you work under a giant mul-

berry tree and prepare for the traditional
ritwal of outdoor firing (Bergman and

Chapman, 1994)."

Richard Stewart goes to some length to re-
late a Pajute creation story about how the carth
came be and how the Paiutes came to be on it.
This story focuses upon a cave and rock setting
in the foothills of the Sierra Mevada west of Big
Pine and north of Manzanar. Thus Manzanar is
close to the origin center of the Paiute world
{Richard Stewart, 1995b). In the field, Richard
Stewart stresses how local variations exist in ba-
sic Paiute cosmology and how the stories often
precisely and importantly relate to specific lo-
cales as part of their geography and ecology
{Richard Stewart, 1995b). Of late, he has been
giving guided tours at Manzanar (Richard
Stewart, 1997, 1999).

Free walking tours of Manzanar are now avail-
able to the pubic five days a week from Wednes-
day through Sunday, Wednesday through Sat-
urday two tours are offered in the moming, one
at 8:30 and the other at 11:00. Just the 8:30 tour
occurs on Sunday mornings. Two people with
the first name Richard take turms serving as
guides. Richard Stewart is one of them, along
with Richard Potashin, a non-Indian, long-time
local historian and interviewer associated with
the Eastern California Museum in Independence,
California, and the museum's ongoing oral his-
tory program. These tours of the Manzanar Na-
tional Historic Site are funded by a grant to the
museum from the Friends of the Eastern Califor-
nia Museum. Regular tours began in 1997 and
are offered in cooperation with the Mational Park
Service starting towards the end of June through
July, August, and September. Advertising is by
flyer. Information sheets with the instruction to
“meet at the main entrance 1o the site by the
stone guard houses™ are distributed to motels,
restaurants, and other public places in the
Orwens Valley, namely, in the towns of Lone Pine,
Independence, Big Pine, and Bishop.

The Manzanar tours include information
about the three periods of its history as men-
tioned earlier in this paper. The tours are spon-
sored and paid for by the Eastern California
Museumn as part of the public involvement and
park-partnering program of the director, Bill
Michael, in cooperation with the park superin-
tendent, Ross Hopkins. This is a significant con-
tribution given the increased staffing needed by
this new park.

CONCLUSION

Some different types of indigenous Paiute
storvtellings have been presented of Truman Buff
and Richard Stewart with regard to Manzanar Na-
tional Historic Site. Both men are important
sources for research, contributing to park inter-
pretation. The latter’s direct participation in
advising on park management and visitor op-
erations as a member of the Manzanar Advisory
Commission is especially relevant, along with
his service as a park tour guide. These two roles
of his ensure that possible and appropriate ap-
plications of Paiute indigenous knowledge 1o
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resource preservation and park interpretation are
duly considered.
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