
JOURNAL OF

SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

ISSN 0976-6634

JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
Interdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© Kamla-Raj 1999 J Soc Sci, 3(4): 273-277 (1999)

South Africa’s Military Intervention in Lesotho: The Nature of
Inter-State Conflict, Opposition Struggles and Implication for

Regional Stability

Dominic Milazi

Faculty of Social Science, University of North West, Private Bag X2046
Mmabatho 2735, South Africa

KEYWORDS Military Invasion. Intervention. Intelligence Appreciation. Destruction of Property. Foreign Policy

ABSTRACT The democratic South Africa’s first military intervention, during the second half of 1998, in a
neighbouring state (Lesotho) obviously had implications for the invaded country. In this contribution, the author
not only points out the aforesaid consequences for Lesotho, but also discusses the impact of the intervention on
South Africa’s image, role, foreign policy, and on the South African National Defence Force.
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