i Kaola-Raj 1999
PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: 2456-6756

£ Sorc. Sk, I3 165-788 (1999}
DOI: 10.31901/24566756.1999/03.03.08

Women and Creativity' in Sustainable Development:
Reflections from Kwazulu-Natai, South Africa?

Anand Singh

A4 Chesham Place, Westville, 3638, Sourth Africa
Tel: 027-31-2044502 Fax: 027-31-2044703 email: asinghimplxie. udw.ac.za

KEY WORDS women; sustamnable development; South
Adnica; cultural knowledpe, economy of
affecison;, Hyhaena coricea; ilala palm.

ARSTRACT In South Afrca’s rural areas, including
the Provinee of Kwafule-Matal, life Tor Africans has
heen gencrally bleak. Siate support for infrasreciural
developmeni was resiricied to large-scale agriculture
dominated by Whites. While African males from the
mural areas provided cheap labour lor South Adrca’s mines,
inlusiries, cormmerce and domestic markets, their women
hecame more prone 10 impoverishnient. Faced by sue-
cedsively oppressive govemments during apartheid, and
sinee 1994 by an inexpenienced Black dominated post-
aparthesd government, women in Kwazulu-MNatal™s rural
areas hove continued o rely upon local knowledpe and
respurces 1o make a living, Their efforis demoensirate
the sensitivity that 15 required 1o understand how their
kinship neiworks, neighbourhood ties and interpersonal
relations function to make their lives meaningful in a
world of conlinuous uncertanty.

INTRODUCTION

KwaZulu-Natal is South Africa’s most popu-
lous province and has an unemployment rate that
exceeds fory percent. For this reason many, es-
pecially women, have relied on the land to cke
out & living and avoid a life of complete helpless-
ness. The province was once home to a large
diversity of exotic plants, but recent assessments
of the region's botanical resources has demon-
strated rapid depletion of some species and total
extinction of others. This provides compelling
reasons for immediate steps to be taken for their
careful management. One such plant which has
regched a critical point in its existence, because
of the extent of its exploitation 'n the region, 15
the Hyphaene coricea, which is commonly re-
ferred to as the “ilala palm” (hereafier referred to
as such). Official and academic interest in ilala
palm and related plants used in handicrafts be-
gan for rwo reasons. First, in the 1950s it began
when there was an expressed need to gather the
names of indigenous grass and grass-like plants

used for handicrafts. This exercise was w leam
about indigenous names of exploitable local
plants and to build up a classificatory list for
documentation and academic purposes. During
this period there was extensive involvement of
school pupils from the rural arcas because of
their knowledpge of the plants and their engage-
ment within their households in the plants ex-
ploitation. In the first compiled list there were at
least one hundred and twelve names of grasses
and grass like plants from all these sources. They
were found to include rushes, reeds, palms, dwarf
bamboo and lily varieties’. Second. the interest
it these plants took a new turn in the 19805 when
the survival of so0 many varieties was being
clearly threatened. Extensive research and a range
of papers were written to cover this issue
{Crouch, 1981; Cunningham, 1%87; Cunningham
and Milton, 1987; Milton, 1987, McKean. n.d.).
While the researchers, many of whom are ecolo-
gists and botanists, recognised the long-lerm
impact upon those whose survival depended on
these plants, they paid little attention to them.
Their main interests have been to study the uses
to which the plants are put, their disrribution and
their ¢ffective management, in order to ensure
their reproduction. Their primary interest is eco-
logical balance and environmental care,

The purpose of this paper i o go beyond.
this approdch by focussing on the social dy-
namics surrounding the production and distri-
bution, by fifty Afncan women, of the producis
of one of ilala palm trees, as well as the exploita-
tion of other species that helps the women 1o
remain as independent entreprencurs. [t's aim is
to draw attention to the indigent rural women
and how they act in creative ways {0 overcome
their poverty, and to illustrate their skills in highly
competitive urban-commercial environments.
Only over the last few years has sustainable
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development been linked with greater sensitiv-
ity to the plight of women, largely through the
debates around environmentalism, poverty, re-
source management and sustainable develop-
ment (see Elliot, 1994; Cole, 1994; Fitzgerald,
1995)* . The rising interest in these concepts and
the strong emphasis on the role of the poor has
led to more interest in the inter-face between
people and the region’s natural capital stock -
defined by Goodland (1995: 1) “environmentally
provided assets (such as soil, sub-soil deposits,
atmosphere, forests, water, wetlands), which pro-
vide a flow of useful goods or services”. How-
ever, only recently have major international in-
stitutions and researchers been openly admit-
ting that indigenous people often have more to
teach the world about resource management than
to leam from them?. There are two aspects which
are fundamental to this recognition, and which
are of central importance to this paper viz. women
and creativity, *Creativity’ is defined here as the
ability to make distinctions in the wtilities of the
natural capital stock and to selectively utilize
parts or all of a plant towards gainful employ-
ment. Together, both concepts bring out some of
the realities of the conditions of life in urban and
rural KwaZulu-Matal, especially as they pertain
to the activities of women in creative forms of
employment, and they plead for recognition of
the lessons that the South Africa’s post-apart-
heid Reconstruction and Development
Programme® can leamn from it.

In the Foreword to Ahooja-Patel's (1995: vi)
book on “Women and Sustainable Development
- An International Dimension”, P.N Haksar re-
stated a widespread belief that low status, low
pay and low skills are the three pillars on which
the work performance of women have rested for
a long time,

Ahooja-Fatel expanded upon this point by
demonstrating how these are more imposed con-
ditions than factual situations. Using case stud-
ies from different countries around the world she
illustrated how women are repositories of knowl-
edge and generally serve as guardians of the
ecological systems they inhabit and exploit. Re-
ferring to the Global Assembly on Women and
the Envirenment: Partmers in Life (Miami: No-
vember 1991), she emphasised on the success
stories of women who design survival strategies
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almost everyday. She pointed out that at that

level “strategies of development™ signify that

women face everyday hardships to meet mini-
mum needs of the family and the struggle itself

becomes a way of life (1995: 114).

The information in this paper has some reso-
nance with the spirit in which Ahooja-Patel wrote
her book, It aims to address three issues:

(1} the contextualisation of Kwa-Zulu Nawl's
indigent rural women within a national and
global framework;

(2) the ways in which they meet the perpetual
challenges and struggles that they are forced
to confront on daily basis through interper-
sonal relationships, kinship bondage and
community networks;

(3) the implications of their activities for fumre
policy development on sustainable devel-
opment in South Africa’s rural arcas.,

UNDERSTANDING WOMEN IN SOUTH
AFRICA’S RURAL AREAS

Sowth Africa’s rural areas are dominated by
growing children and eiderly men and women
who are no longer active in the country s urban-
industrial complexes. These areas have become
noted as major reserves of male labour in the
nineteenth and first half of the twenticth centu-
ries for South A frica’s burgeoning industrial, ur-
ban-commercial and agricultural sectors (Bundy,
1979, Majeke, 1986). Most indigenous societies
in South Africa were seasonal agriculturists with
centralized chiefdoms and distinet political hier-
archies. Sansom ( 1974; 248) identified three prades
of polity in ascending order viz. independent
chiefdoms, federation of chiefdom and finally king-
doms in which erstwhile chiefdoms became dis-
tricts. But this was a period without colonial or
industrial intervention. The erosion of the active
male labour force created a vacuum in the rural
areas, where the care of the elderly and the young
were left to those who chose not to migrate. As
remittances o the mral areas from male folk started
declining for a range of reasons, their situations
became increasingly destitute. Employment in the
urban-industrial complexes was forbidden by in-
flux control laws, Many had to turn to m in-
wardly and search for ways in which their envi-
ronments could offer them a way out of their
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poverty, A significant factor in South Africa’s
rural areas is that its people, by virtue of their
indigenous birthright, have access to land
through the notion of isabelo. This, however, is
a privilege vested in the power of the local chief
and is extended to inhabitants as rustees through
usuimuct control.

The position of women in sustainable de-
velopment and resource management aclivities
in South Africa must be understood against the
background of indigenous values that predated
and survived colonialism and later, white hege-
mony. The patriarchal conditions that prevail in
KwaZulu-Natal’s rural areas (not withstanding
its persistence in urban areas), is a reflection of
the historical and contemporary social catego-
ries that make up the region’s chieftainships.
These conditions bring up at least two issues in
the social hierarchy that explain the situation of
women, viz, politics and the intrinsic link between
symbaols and their objecis. Together, both issues
defined women as special segments of their so-
cieties. Ritchken (1997: 202) for instance, sees
the woman's womb as representing the forces of
nature, infrinsically prolific and potentially
uncontainable. He sees this link being realized in
for example, mythologies associated with mis-
carriagge. When this occurs, it is necessary to
hawe rituals to avoid natural disasters such as
droughts. This meant that the social being of
women was always under the threat of chaotic
forces of nature from within her, translating po-
litically into exclusion from the chief’s court and
confinement to her husband’s or father’s house-
hold. This precluded women from talking with
any political authority. But this did not constrain
them from exploiting their cultural knowledge to
ensure that their households functioned and
survived in creative ways under generally
unfavourable conditions.

Among the colonies of Africa, South
Africa’s political, social and cconomic history
varied significantly from its other counterparts.
The ongins of the capitalist agricultural economy
{Bundy, 1979) and the consolidation of the in-
dustrial revolutipn in the nineteenth century
{Keegan, 1986) in South Africa, underwent a
transformation that is unique in the continent's
history, Over the last three decades this aspect
has been extensively researched and reasonably

well documented. However, the preponderance
of most of these warks has been on the erosion
of the fabric of the political, social and economic
structures, and the hegemony that Whites, and
subsequently multinational corporations have
gained in its political economy, and the social
impact of migrant labour, As mining and indus-
wrialisation burgeoned afier 1870 (Keegan, 1986),
white employers were sclective about who they
employed, targeting mainly the active male rural
African labour force between the ages 16-40
years, Those who remained in the rural areas were
the elderly, children and women, who had o de-
pend upon remittances from their male folk who
worked in the urban areas, industries, mining and
agriculture, for their survival. Here too, Murray
{(19£1), Sharp and Spiegel (1985) and Spiepel
(1986) have done some prominent research on
female-headed households in South Africa.

Mone of these researches however, placed a
premium on survival in the rural areas that was
based on creativity and innovation in resource
management that is linked to the broader para-
digm of sustainable development. A key aspect
during white domination was to restrict people
in small vestiges of land which went varyingly
referred to as “locations”, “reserves”, and “home-
lands™, The aim was to stifle the inhabitants and
their development in these areas and to keep them
as reservoirs of cheap labour for the country’s
thriving economy. Infrastructural development
and the promotion of indigenous ideas of inno-
vation and creativity did not receive any state
support or encouragement. Until 1984, when the
Influx Control Laws were repealed, African
women did not have permanent status in South
Africa’s urban and industrial complexes, forcing
the majority to remain in the rural areas,

Despite the harshness of colonialism and
apartheid, especially in frustrating creative in-
digenous efforts towards survival, the creativity
of the rural people was not eradicated. But it was
the women who took the lead in creativity and
ensuring sustainability in livelihoods and in what
was left in family and community life in the rural
areas. Information in this area however, espe-
cially in the context of environmental conserva-
tion and indigenous forms of exploitation in South
Africa, has not been sufficiently investigated as
yet. Numerous examples from other countries on
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these issues could be instruciive to the couniry’s
policy makers on sustainable development. In
maost of South Africa’s rural areas we are forced
o assume that during apartheid rural residents
were compelled to supplement their remittances
by sustaining themselves through their knowl-
edge of their environments and the meagre exist-
ences they could eke out of them,

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND
WOMEN IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT

In 1993 the World Bank produced a report
on *Indigenous Views of Land and the Environ-
ment'. [t was written as a background paper for
the World Development Report (1992 ) on Devel-
opment and the Environment, and has particular
relevance o the World Bank and its Borrower
Countries. The funding for the project was made
on the premise that indigenous people can make
significant contributions to the appropriate de-
sign and successful implementation of Bank-
funded natural resource management and bio-
diversily conservation projects. The Deputy Di-
rector of the Environment Department of the
World Bank Andrew Steer, recognised that,

“Indigenous peoples especially when they
have not been displaced from their ancestral home-
lands, possess guite sophisticated environmen-
tal knowledge and are frequently excellent resource
managers” (World Bank Report, 1993: iii).

Each of the four papers of this World Bank
Report, covering the Quichua of Eastern Ecua-
dor, the Maasai of Kenya, the Samburu of Kenya
and iribal Filipinos, bring out more than the con-
ventionally understood indigenous perspectives
on land and its resources, The totemic assccia-
tions and multitude of meamings that each at-
tributes to the various forms of life in their re-
spective habitats demonstrate the sacred mean-
ings which define their existence and identities.
This however has not deterred large sections of
their populations from mvasion by the more pow-
erful forces of globalisation and transformation.
The Quichua for instance, “with the develop-
ment and strengthening of Indian ethnic federa-
tions, have begun to reclaim the right to deter-
mine their use of land resources through
programmes of naral resource management.
These programmes suggest a means to combine
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aspects of their traditional society and economy
with the new technologies and the socio-politi-
cal realities of the encroaching colonist frongier™
{Macdonald et e, 1993: 12}, The Maasai on the
other hand are prepared to collaborate with the
authorities in Kenya, but with the intention of
retaining their ways of life and harmonising theuwr
indigenous knowledge with the new, such as
through the wildlife tourism indusiry
(Matampash, 1993),

All of the accounts that are discussed above
have dealt more with the ecosystems than that
of the people themselves. Their focuses pre-
cluded extensive analysis of poverty and issues
such as gender involvement in resource man-
agement. In a thought provoking and challeng-
ing book on “Women and Sustainable Develop-
ment”, Krishna Ahooja-Patel ( 1995) stated that

As women constitute an overwhelming ma-
jority of the world"s poor, their advance has to be
regarded as the comersione of sustainable de-
Ve t. Indeed, enhance the status of women
and we have already initiated the process of en-
vironmental improvement (flap of cover).

Omne of the reasons why women remain poor
is because their right to work in their countries 15
still not recognised, Some of the worst violations
are found in the developing countries, where
women aflen contrbute more hours to work than
that of the men (Gabriel, 1991: 68). Ahooja-Patel
pointec out that the nature of women's work in
muost rural and urban areas in developing coun-
tries is neither rewarded nor officially recognised
(1995 44). Yet literamre on development and a
range of other subjects continue to demonstrae
the importance of women's activities in their
households and in their exploitation of deple-
table natural resources. In whatever sphere they
make their contributions, and however humble,
there is an almost inevitable linkage to either the
global economy or to global concerns in general,
It is through this recognition, as Ahooja-Patel’s
book illustrates so readily, that so many interna-
tional conferences and a diverse range of
organisations have taken the responsibility w
highlight the role of women in sustainable devel-
opmenL

In South Africa awareness in this issue is
gradually increasing, although the role of women
is yet to be more extensively analysed. The two
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sections below will aim to cover the growing in-
terest in sustainable development in South Af-
rica, and illustrate how a depletable natural re-
source such as the ilala palm in KwaZulu-MNatal,
is being exploited under controlled conditions -
by women.

SOUTH AFRICA'S GROWING AWARENESS
ANDDEBATE ONSUSTAINABLE DEVEL-
OPMENT

In South Africa the problem of natural re-
source depletion was exacerbated by the over-
crowded reserves, which gradually eroded the
carrying capacity of the land. As a “corrective
measure” the South African government intro-
duced “Betterment Schemes” as early as the
1930z, Betterment schemes were propagated as
an attempt to rationalise and improve agriculore
in the country’s African reserves. But the funda-
mental problem was one of space, an issue upon
which successive South African povernments
since the 1930s, have refused to compromise.
African populations were forcibly relocated into
reserves that had no resources for infrastructural
development. They were intended to serve as
reserves of cheap labour for the burgeoning min-
ing, agricultural and industrial activities, which
lay in the exclusive control of whites, It became
apparent, as Joanne Yawitch's (1983) pioneering
research in five magisterial districts in the
Bantustan of Lebowa has demonstrated, that bei-
terment schemes served as a mechanism for the
economue and political control of rural Africans.
Under such circumstances the inhabitants in the
reserves were powerless to control the inevitable
explottation of the natural capital stock, in some
respects to the point of total depletion. For in-
stance, in the former bantstan of Transkei there
are no more ilala palm trees left.” Without a state
subsidised conscientisation programme or the
mechanisms to control the exploitation of the ilala
palm, unbridled use led to its total decimation in
this province. The problem was exacerbated by
the manner in which men extracted its sap for
brewing local liguor. This has left the indigent
bazket and mat weavers, mainly women, without
a respurce to continue their economic activities,
and left them unable to pass on their knowledge
to their successive generations, Such a position

makes the implementation of Brundtland s {1987:
43) definition of sustainable development all the
more urgent

Sustainable development is development
that meets the needs of the presemt without com-
promising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs,

The interest and debates on sustainable
development in South Africa received a major
boost from ourside the country in a pioneering
boak titled “Sustanable Development fora Demo-
cratic South Africa™, edited by British develop-
ment economnist Ken Cole (1994), Through his
imterest in Southern A frica he amanged a confer-
ence in March 1993 and attracted speakers from
the USA, South Africa, 13 British universities,
four non-governmental organisations and 120
participants, The book covered 17 topics, all of
which were intended to serve as important les-
sons for South Africa's reconstruction and de-
velopment after the demise of apartheid. The is-
sues of poverty and reduced accessibility to
employment and racially based inequalities were
given substantial coverage in the book. The con-
tributors have succinctly discussed some of the
dangers that the country is likely to face in the
process of remtegration into the global economy.
For instance, Jesmond Blumenfeld {1994) looked
at the effects of post-sanctions South Africa.
He warned that in the process of restructuring
the economy and the drive towards exports. in-
ward fioreign investment, outward South African
investment, and the possitality of foreign loans
to finance development projects, there is a likeh-
hood of conflict with the need to redress existing
economic imbalances and inequalities®. Other
writers added their voices to the caution that
South Africa needs to follow against the disrup-
tive influences, such as the ubiquitous “struc-
tural adjustment” policies followed by the World
Bank and International Monetary Fund. Colin
Stoneman (1994) for instance argued that such
policies will prove disastrous, while Robert Fine
(1994) emphusised that neo-liberal and stneciural
adjustment policies in other parts of the world
have led w coercion and suppression of the dis-
advaniaged. For susiainable development io
work, according to Fine, the voices of labour must
be recognised as legitimate, and political demoe-
racy must achieve social legitimacy,
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Afier the British conference on “Sustain-
able Development for a democratic South Af-
rica” mn March 1993 another major event took
place within South Africa, in the major eastern
Seaboard City of Durban. Ina very original pa-
per on “Environmental Sustainability and the
Empowerment of Women™ in South Africa, the
World Bank s Robert Goodland (1995) critcally
llustrated the linkages rural African women have
to the three main elements of Environmental
Sustginability viz. technology, affluence and
popuiation, In the globel scenano, since 1950,
the world's human population has more than
doubled s size, rising from 2.6 billion o 5.5 bil-
lian. Iromically, during this same period, while
world cconomic activity has nisen fivefold, more
individuals live in abject poverly now than at
any other time in history, and income distribu-
tion has become increasingly imequitable
{Goodland 1995: 18), On biodiversity in South
Adrica, Goodland (1995: 37) pointed out that the
country contains about 10 percent of the world's
makeup; 1 cont@ing more species than all the
countries except Brazil and Indonesia. During
apartheid, one strong aspect of this peniod was
seotourism, which resulted in South A frica hav-
ing a relatively large portion of national territory,
especially in rural areas, insome form of conser-
vation stams (about 6 percent). An overt char-
acteristic of this landscape has been women and
children, who walk long distances for water or
wood for fuel. Their activities demonstrate that
their daily domestic requirements have a signifi-
cant impact on their environment. Since women
are the majonty in South Africa’s rural areas,
Goodland believes that there should be a trade-
off between empowerment of women and a tran-
sition towards environmental sustainability on
the one hand, and increasing the appropriation
of the natural environment to support increasing
numbers of people at a low standard of living on
the other. His belief, and correctly so, is that it is
unlikely and vastly uneconomic for South Africa
to convert all its wildlands to human use, The
damages would be irreversible if this were o oc-
cur. Goodland's presentation is a passionate plea
for an intcgrated and holistic approach towards
sustainable development in South Africa. He
placed special emphasis on careful consideration
fior the most historically disadvantaged sector of
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South Africa’s population viz. women in the ru-
ral areas,

SAVING SOUTHAFRICAS NATURAL
CAPFITALSTOCK

Conservation programmes in South Africa,
lo save ils natural capital stock, has been carried
out by its Mational Parks svstem, which costs
the state abowt one million Rand per month
{Coodland 1995: 377, In Kwa-Zulu Natal there
have been sustzined efforts to ensure the sur-
vival of economically useful plants that are used
by the indigent for their survival. The uncon-
trolled use of many of these plants has placed
them in the lists of endangered species. Steve
McKean, a Resource Ecologist for the Natal
Parks Board, wrote of the problems of medicinal
plant conservation

The trade in indigenous medicinal plant spe-
cies is a major conservation problem in this prov-
ince. The commercial trade in indigenous medici-
nal plant species is conservatively estimated fo
be worth in excess of R0 million annually in Ewa-
Fulu Matal, It is estimated that traditional medi-
cine is used by approsumately 9 million people,
This high demand 15 causing the decline of nu-
mierous specics, some to the brink of extinction.
There are approximately 1000 species used for
raditional medicine in KwaZulu-Natal. Approxi-
maately 30 species are either endangered or ap-
pear o be declining rapidly as a result of over-
use (paper not dated.)

In collaboration with several institutes over
a period of eighteen months, a remarkable level
of co-operation was achieved with the distribu-
tors of these plants. Many, operating as street
traders and from herbalist retail shops, have dem-
onstrated their appreciation for the conservation
of these plants and are actively involved in pro-
moting their propagation among rural communi-
ties, with allegedly tremendous success®.

Another endangered species, about which
this paper is more directly concerned, is the “ilala
palm”. This is an ethnobotanically important plant
gpecies in KwaZulu-Matal and in other areas of
Southern Africa. For centuries indigenous popu-
lations have used leal shoots as edible palm
hearts, created an alcoholic brew (ubuSulu or
iNjemane) from the sugary sap which is
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fermented by natural yeast, and unopened leaves
are harvested extensively for the manufacture of
baskets and mats. McKean observed that se-
lected legves of size (.8m and larger are preferred
for harvest, at an early stage™ by women, who
use bush knives to cut the plant. They often
compete with men for the services of the ilala
palm. Men tap the trees - often to a destructive
point - for their sap by creating incisions on the
bark between three and five feet from the ground.
They are able to extract between two and four
litres of the sap over a twenty-four hour period.
The process is referred to as “bleeding the tree
to death”, hence destroying it completely. Fer-
menting is done by adding yeast and twenty litres
of water to every litre of sap and brewing it over
a forty-eight hour period. The brew is an illegal
one and is sold to local clientele.

The total extinction of the ilala palm in the
province of Transkei and its widespread destruc-
tion in Kwa-Zulu Natal has given rise to a
conscientisation campaign by autonomous en-
vironmentalist groups and the Matal Parks Board
(WPB). Local chiefs in most of the rural areas,
where the tree thrives, have been advised to cur-
tail the accessibility of the trees to men, and re-
strict it to periodic accessibility to women when
the leaves are ready to harvest. The implementa-
tion of this norm has a history in Southern Af-
rica, since the chief controlled public access to
the means of production. Sansom (1974) noted
that

Against feckless and selfish use of re-
sources the chief set boundaries in both time
and space, using his authority to enforce them.
The chief defined areas for pasture and land for
ficlds....By doing so he imposed he imposed a
pattern of work and a panterned use of resources
on his wibes people”.

Similar patterns of procurement existed for
the Swazi people for instance, as Kuper (1965:
493) observed how the chief, acting through
ranked officials, served out land to the people.
Schapera (1956: 71) found that in Sotho regions
no one was allowed to cut thatching grass be-
fore an official declaration that the grass was
ready. While the roles of chiefs and women are
understood to be important mechanisms in con-
serving the ilala palm, especially demarcated ar-
eas sanctioned as Mature Heserves, have been

bounded for special control and surveillance to
ensure the survival and propagation of endan-
gered species such as the ilala palm, Women are
considersd more reliable exploiters of this re-
source and are specifically invited by local chiefs
and Nature Reserve officials to harvest ilala palm
leaves,

The Mpenjati Nature Reserve, situated in
the south coast of KwaZulu-MNatal, is one among
the several Reserves that is engaged in ensuring
the survival of the ilala palm. The Reserve iz a
mere G6ha in size, but it has a unique combina-
tion of five ecosysiems, viz. marine, wetlands,
coastal grassland, coastal dune forest and an
estuarine, Its size allowed a count of the number
ol ilala palm trees within a relatively short time,
obviating the need for sophisticated sampling
techniques that would have to be used in bigger
reserves. A request from inhabitants of
Mpenjati’s neighbouring villages to harvest ilala
leaves from the Reserve led to an immediate re-
quest for an initial assessment of its distribution.
On 14 March 1996 a count ok place to provide
a base upon which further recommendartions for
sustaimable use of this resource could be made.
Adfter an‘appointed team of three followed a cal-
culated process of counting, initial recommended
harvest rates were made, based on data obrained
by a project investigating the effect of different
harvest intensities. The team estimated that the
density of palm stems on the south bank of the
reserve 15 759, OF these, 62 per cent (472 stems)
currently produce leaves of harvestable size, out
of which only one leaf per annum should be sac-
rificed to ensure sustainable use." Their recom-
mendations have also been influenced by other
characteristics of the ilala palm. They are slow
growing trees that produce about four leaves
per year. The seeds stay on the frees for at least
two years and take another rwo to germinate.

The Mpenjati Reserve is surrounded by
underclass African dominated areas such as
Gamalaxhe, Ezingolweni, Thongazi and
Nzimakwe. Permission to harvest is generally
spread to women by word of mouth through
employees of the Nature Reserve and who are
resident in these areas'™. They pay one rand per
day to harvest, under supervizsion, only the
harvestable leaves". The social dynamics be-
tween harvesting and purchase by the consumer
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are important issucs that need o be analysed in
order to illustrate the human side to this process.
The section below is an attemnpt to do this through
an analysis of organisation, production and dis-
tribution.

WOMEN PRODUCERS OF DOMESTIC
UTILITIES

Drefining the Resvarch Area

The producers of ilala palm products in
EwaZulu-Matal are almost exclusively women.
The site initially chosen to interview these pro-
ducers was Durban’s central train station. Re-
sponses from them urged us to interview other
refailers of ilala palm products along Durban’s
beachiront as well - a well-developed and bus-
tling tourist area. Both arcas revealed a se: of
dynamics that were vasily distinct from each
ather. Durban®s Cenrral Station is the biggest in
the province, and is situated on an artenial road
that links many of the underclass wwnships in
the Greater Durban Region to several industrial
areas, as well as to the Central Business District.
Clustered around the station are numerous busi-
ness complexes offering a wide range of services.
Situated close by is a taxi rank, which services
mainly commuters from the African dominated
townships as well as the rural areas. Siuated
only a few minutes drive away from the CBD, the
station is strategically located to gain relatively
£asy access o most commercial, industrial and
urban areas. My intense interest in this subject
also led me to informally interview men and
women, unrelated to the two groups mentioned
above, who tricd to attract the support of people
at car parks at shopping malls and residential
neighbourhoods. Their trade was irregular and
carried out on foot on an individual basis. In all
three areas a constant flow of commuters and
shoppers constituted a ready market,

The train station’s human traffic are mainly
Africans who use this mode of transport 1o enter
into Central Durban from the city’s townships
and other towns and cities. So there is a peren-
nial flow of people from dawn to dusk in both
areas, with the period in between characterised
by a significantly reduced number of commut-
ers. Their rading takes place on an ‘informal’
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basis, and the range of goods that are on sale 15
diverse. Pavements and the entrance to the train
station are stacked with the goods that the retail-
ers have to offer to the public. But my purpose
was to focus upon those who worked with the
ilala palm leaves only. On a single count on one
day there were at least 132 women working in
sixty-three “stalls” sclling ilala palm producis™,
A stall at the station 15 an empty space that is
used withour permission from the authorities, 1w
display goods for sale, as well as for sleeping,
Most women continued to weave baskets, hats
and mats while they attempted to attract busi-
ness.

While the display of goods i1s symptomatic
of at least two things, viz. the creative efforts of
the retailers and of the lack of infrastructural
mechanisms in the rural areas for such people to
to produce and earn a living from their activities.
This raises fundamental questions about the
sustainability of the urban-commercial environ-
ment under such congested conditions. The lack
of proper shelter, sanitation, piped water 1o each
make-shift stall, electricity, and the production
of huge amounts of refuse as a result of their
activities and sheer presence, has prompted ques-
tions from the local municipality about the long
term viability of these stalls in the train station,
Collectively, these issues have given rnise 1o an
unbridled situation of a motley of informal trad-
ers, and to sirong public reactions. A weekly
newspaper has commented.

The Durban Station complex on the Umgem
side has been taken over completely by pave-
ment dwellers and hawkers. It 15 no longer pos-
sible for train commuters. hoth local and
upcountry, utilising the main entrance as it s
contineally clogged by scores of rural folk, both
adults and children. Railway authorities have al-
lowed the situation to deteriorate and city offi-
cials, like similar scenes elsewhere in Durban,
appear to ignore the long term effects... (The
Asian, Vol.1, No.d, 5 August, 1997),

The situation on the beachfront however,
revealed a different situation. The area is one of
the prime tourist spots in the country. With
beaches and surf conditions that are ideal for
surfiers and a well developed infrastructure with
internationally rated hotels and restaurants, as well
as a widely paved and well serviced pedestnan
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area along the beach known as the “Golden Mile™,
Durban's beachfront is a major attraction for tour-
ists and local residents. A number of retailers
operated from thatched roof stalls that were built
by the Durban Municipality, and from other le-
gally designated spots that form an unbroken
number of stalls that continues for more than a
kilometer. Each trader enjoys legal status by vir-
tue of the licenses that were granted to them by
the Municipality, This ensures effective moni-
toring and control of the number of people who
wish to retail in the area. Toilets, proper refuse
facilities and piped water has made this a more
attractive trading spot than the train station. The
traders realise this and penerally jealously guard
against outsiders who are unlicensed to trade
among them. The stream of pedestrian traffic is
dependent upon the days of the week and time
of the year, From Monday to Friday the opportu-
nities for trading are constrained by the working
hours of the local population who seldom visit
the beachfront on weckdays. Weekends and holi-
days however produce a busier period along this
siretch and better chances of increasing their
trade. The status of the area affords them access
to a generally more affluent clientele, especially
tourists, Again, all the retailers were women. The
goods they sold were of a wide variety, although
ilala palm products formed the basis of their en-
terprises. But there was a distinct absence of a

“fundamental” activity that characterised the
daily chores of their counterpants in the main
staion, i.e. actual processing of the ilala palm
leaves. No manufacturing at all was evident along
the beachfront, although the women did sleep at
night in their stalls. The situation on the
beachfront is qualitatively different from the train
station. Although many operate as wholesalers
and retailers, their eamings were often meagre.
Age was not part of the criteria for engaging in
such trade, and the areas from which they came
were scattered throughout Kwa-Zulu MNatal.
There was just as much inconsistency in the pe-
riods that the interviewees traded, The table be-
low captures a cross section of interviewees in
order to illustrate these aspects.

The women travelled from remote villages in
Kwa-Zulu Natal where the conveniences of mod-
ern urhan life were unknown to them, Their eam-
ings from their activities were generally low, al-
though some notable exceptions did exist, At
least five of the twenty women did not know
their ages. In the circumstances of each of the
twenty interviewees, there was visible evidence
of entrenched inter-personal relations, which tran-
scribed into strong kinship bondage and vary-
ing types of community networks. The ethno-
graphic information will atternpt to illustrate how
these social forms exist through the extended
case shudy method. It is an aspect that has been

Table 1: Deplcting the characteristies af 0 interviewees up to August 1996

ENo. Age Years of rrading Hometown Distarce Monthly Income
{years) Sfrom Durbanr (ki) framds)
I. Mis - not sure T Mdwedwe & 00,00
I 1] 12 Mdwedwe a0 150,00
1. don't know 5 Mawaoti a0 300,00
4, 13 kS Mbazwana 40000
5 e 2 Hluhluwe 250 4000
6. 38 “long tme™ Mtuba 100,00
7. “around 30s" 1 Miuba S00.00
g don't know 4 Miuba 150,00
o 48 10 Mdwedwe 55 T, 00
10 52 May 1996 Oibonjeni 300.00
11 23 2 Swaziland 1200 200,00
1. 30 Jan. 19596 Empangeni 200 400,00
B B {i] 15 Hluhluwe 250 350,00
14. 27 1 week Miubatwha 150 T
15 "nid 4057 16 Miubatula 150 S04 00
l&,  mot sure 2 Empangeni 200 A50.00
17. 18 Jan | 996 Inanda 40 2500.00
18, 22 1 FMiuba A00.00
19, 55 8 Umbumbulu T0 350.00
W, 47 L] Groutville B3 450.00
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varyingly referred to by writers such as Hyden
(1983) as “economies of affection”™, and by
Winthrop (1997) as “cultural knowledge™, Both
concepts appear to be intrinsic to the data that
was collated for this paper in that the women, as
the case studies will show, depended upon one
another for support and kept alive time-honoured
local initiatives by sustaining them through in-
digenous support networks. To Hyden (1983: 8)
the cconomy of affection has nothing to do with
fond emotions. Instead, it has more to do with a
nerwork of support, communications and inter-
action among structurally defined groups con-
nected by blood, kin, community or other affini-
ties, for example, religion. These groupings may
appear disparate, but in fact they are linked to-
gether in systematic fashion by a variety of dis-
crete economic and social units which Hyden
believes in other regards may be autonomous,
despite houschold units co-operation for pro-
ductive and reproductive purposes. However,
because such co-operation is mot an inherent
and permanent part of the production system, it
tends o be ad hoc and informal rather than regu-
lar and formalised, Winthrop's (1997) concept of
cultural knowledge on the other hand reflects
some resonance to Hyden's theory of “econo-
mies of affection”. Likening it to &n iceberg, in
which 6ty a small portion of the whole is vis-
ible, it belongs to the domain of tacit or contex-
tual understandings, symbolic associations and
the like. Derived from this is the corollary that
traditional knowledge exists through a commu-
nity of understanding, rather than as the mental
capital of particular individuals, In addition, he
argues that creativity and innovation should not
only be understood as isolated cultural acts, but
in relation to an underlying tradition that from
they derive. The ethnographic information here
can also be likened to economies of affection
and to an iceberg, which still leaves a lot to be
revealed in terms of “contextual understandings
and symbelic associations™ in the region.

Ironically, the two largest carners listed in
the table above were non South African citizens
who only had ilala palm products as marginal
iterns. But they capitalised on the market that the
local ilala palm traders created over many years,
The personal circumstances of each trader pro-
vided interesting material.
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Case |

G. 8%, an eighteen year old from Inanda,

took over the beachiront stall from her twenty
one old sister in January [998, She is one of
nine children whose parents are originally
Malawian, [t was her turn lo postpone her
schooling after completing standard eight (10th
school year) fo relieve her sister who wished to
return to school to complete her matric, The
Hala palm products were only a fraction of whar
brought in her days takings. The leaves for the
ilala palm produces are collecred by her sib-
lings from the bushes around their home. Her
miather makes baskers and is generally helped
by her brothers and sisters after school hours,

fn addition, G .85 sells candlesrick holders,

feather bags, sandals and wallets, as well as
sculptured wood carvings. The leather bags and
candlestick holders are bought in Kenya by a
Sfriend who travels there several times in the year,

The wood carvings are made from wood by her
Jather who travels fo Malawi to bring home such
wood. He produces these carvings afier work
and during weekends. His producis are: big
head of an African man - R250.00 each; small
head afan African man - R130.00 a pair; smalfer
head of an African man - RI00.00 a pair; hig
giraffe - R25.00; and small - Ri5.00. These prod-
ucts are labour intensive and made entirely by
hand, Gugw has learnt the art of banking and
deposits her takings on a daily basis, although
she keeps money aside on her parents advise,

The purpose for this is to purchase food and
other domestic requirements thar are o be senl
home by a close friend or family member who
might be returning to Inanda.

Cave 2

LM., a 23 year old from KwaManzini,
Swaziland, has traded since 1995 with her friend
Nokuthula fikalala, from her naral village. The
women in their village have formed a coopera-
tive to produce ilala palm baskers and hats,
grass curtains, clay pots, Afvican beads and
necklaces. Most of the material is purchased in
Swaziland, althowgh the clay pots are purchased
ready made from a neighbouring village. Clay
pots are their biggesi source of income. Their
trading is done on a fourteen-day rotational
basis, because their permits are only for this



WOMEN AND EMPOWERMENT THROUGH THE ECONOMY 175

period. They leave for home fo bring in new
stocks as soon as others from theilr village ar-
rive o replace them at their trading spots.

The two case studies above illustrate that
apart from household and neighboutly co-op-
eration, trading in cultural artefacts and domes-
tic utilities, and work in general in the rural areas,
revolves around women. For this reason, they
have also become the custodians and transmit-
ters of cultural knowledge, as well as the pillars
of survival, being the main income eamers. Both
case studies above illustrate how diversifying
what they have to sell increases their options of
capturing part of the consumer market and re-
maining in business. With the assistance of four
post-graduate students from my department -
who were fluent in Zulu, [ set out to interview
fifty women', The reception we received from
most of them was warm and encouraging. They
were eager to discuss their experiences with us
and found it comforting that someons was inter-
ested in their skills as well as to listen to their
problems. Our sustained contact with them over
a three-month period revealed how the diminish-
ing availability of the ilala palm and their indi-
gent circumstances impacted upon their lives,
Their knowledge of their local areas and the sen-
sitivity that they expressed towards ruthless ex-
ploitation of the ilala palm demonstrated a tre-
mendous degree of awareness of this endangered
species. While they did not mind the control that
the Matal Parks Board imposed upon the har-
vesting of ilala palm leaves, they felt particularly
threatencd by the reasons for which men pre-
ferred access to this variety of trees (sce below),
In the activities of their organisation, production
and distribution, their sensitivities and innowva-
tive approaches towards maximising their income
potential was distinct. The social dynamics that
characterised cach aspect revealed a complex set
of values and circumstances about the traders
domestic, community and work histories, as well
as intricate knowledge about how o tap differ-
ent class and ethnically based niarkets,

Organization

Analysing the organisational characteristics
of the women traders first encouraged us to look at
the possibility of establishing a most prevalent form
of worker organisation in South Africa presently,

wiz, union organisation. This phenomenon was not
overthy visible as in 50 many industrial and com-
meercial forums. There has been generally sither a
widespread ambivalence towards unionised
organisation or sheer ignorance of it. Many women
complained that they were paying fees o a union,
via individuals, but without any guarentee that the
money was actually being paid to such a forum.,
Their justification for such suspicion was that there
was no union organiser and there was no evidence
of mobilisation and representation. This led me w
examine four aspects about their organisational
charactenstics, viz, individual circumstances,
household arrangements, village community dy-
narnics, and organisation within their rading spaces,

The individual circumstances of the traders
revealed a diversity of experiences that reflected
the dynamics of life among indigent but creative
South Africans, Their histories of trading as ilala
palm “specialists” varied at the time of research
from one week to forty-two years"”, The routes
to which many got to its utilisation differed widely.
For instance, the two case studies below illus-
trate the work histories of two divergent experi-
Ences.

Coase

T.. a forty eight-year old mother from
Wawedwe (about 50 km north west of Durban),
took over her aging and retired aunt 's business
in 1975, She traded in several strategic areas
in Durban before finding a niche at the train
staion. Her purpose was fo supplement her
hushand s income earned fn a building firm in
Durban. The skills of making baskets. hats and
mais were known to her since childhood, when
Jfamily members used io teach how lo weave the
Hlala palm leaves. Bur her responsibility after
marriage was to fend to her children and the
Sfamily farm (about two acres). After agricultural
activities were shown to be less profitable than
ilala palm products, and when the oppormnity
was presented to her by her aunt in [975 fo
take over her business, she opred out,

Case 4

A, a thirty three year old single mother of
three children had a long history of dependence
on her spouse for survival, and later working in
varipus places doing cleaning of premises - both
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domestic and commercial. Her hushand, who
lefi her to work in the mines in Johannesburg,
initially reminted money ro her on a monthly
bagis, but evenmually stopped it altogether. Af
ter several unsatisfoctory atfempts to find well
paid and acceprable conditions of employment
as a domestic maid, she felt compelled o en-
gage in self~employment. Her scant knowledge
af weaving ilala palm leaves and friends from
her natal village in the province of Transkei
fabour 300 km from Durban) provided her with
an opening for self-employment. Aida has been
dotng this for elght months af the time of inter-
view, and feels confident about remaining in
this field because if affords her a sense of inde-
pendence and dignity.

The circumstances of both T and A reveal
that relying either upon the land alone or remit-
tances from spouses can be very stagnating.
South Africa’s black rural populations have never
been privileged during apartheid, with state sup-
port, for agricultural uplifiment. Hence, as op-
posed to large state subsidised scale commercial
farming by Whites, black farming is subsistence
oriented. Most of the active labour force are com-
pelled to seek work out of the rural areas, having
to trave] long distances away from home, thereby
fragmenting the family structures. In addition the
accommodation they have is generally imperma-
nent and often in make shift shacks,

From the fifty respondents only four of them
commuted daily between their places of trade
and more “permanent” accommodation. One trav-
elled daily by bus from a major squatter camp
within Durban, another sought shelter in a
women's hostel in central Durban, a third trav-
elled to a nearby African towmship, and the fourth
went back to her reral home by mini-bus taxi gv-
eryday - about sixty kilometres south of Durban.
The rest of the women stayed at their stalls be-
CAUSE:
= their homes were too far to returm to daily;
- some were from the neighbouring countries

of Mozambigue, Malawi and Swaziland;

= they could not afford alternative accommo-
dation;

- it was impossible to be transporting their
goods after hours everyday for storage -
which was expensive;

= slecping over in groups became a neces-
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sary safeguard for the protection of ther

stocks; and

they have grown used to sleeping under

such circumstances,

The women drew much comfort from the
companionship they developed among cne an-
other in their occupations. As people from dis-
tant rural areas they realised a need for inter-
dependence and sincerity towards one another,
It became apparent that there existed among them
an ethos of co-responsibilities, which were ar-
ticulated through conventional kinship and for
neighbourly duties. The social organization in
KwaZulu-Matal has a strong history of kinship
roles and obligations, with the division of labour
between the sexes being clearly marked.

It is uncommon to witness individuals oper-
ating on their own. Group dynamics, either as
kinship or neighbourhood groups, are a distinct
feature in the organisation around ilala palm pro-
cessing. Their activities begin at the point of
mobilising individuals from within their house-
holds and wider villages for harvesting, to hiring
of lecal vehicle owners for transport.

Case 5

Mrs. T and A. Magu were two sisters from
KwaZulu Natal who married two parallel cous-
ins from Swaziland. Their producis are baskets,
mats and hats, which are made out of ilala palm
leaves - sought from both Swaziland and
KwaZulu Natal. Their advaniage lay in their
social and kinship networks in their natal vil-
lagres, where sympathy and solidarity allows
them relatively easy access w ilala palm leaves.
But their commitment is fo interchange as sis-
ters, in that when more material is needed. only
one leaves while the other remains bekind o
protect their trading space. A relative’s van is
prearranged for transport with other women
who wish to go and harvest ilala palm leaves.
The cost of hiring the van is R120.00 and is
shared equally by all the women.

Coase 6

Mrs. Ka MM, who only knows that she i
in her 405, is from a northern rural town,
Mtubatuba. She has been trading in ilala palm
products with a group of veven women from her
village since 1980, Mosr of their material is
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Jfrom a noted noture reserve areq, Hiuhluowe.

Almaost all af the group s work is in virtual har-

mony with one another in that they harvesi,

transport and produce fogether. When marterial
is required they communicate with their kin af
hame jor this purpose. At least three of the group

would leave rheir train sration stall for
Miubathiba where another process begins. They
gather together their partner household mem-
bers, as well as other women who operate ouf of
their circle in ilala production. A truck is hived
Jor at least R400.00 and the women go on an
overnight trip to Hluhluwe io harvest ilala palm
leaves. This takes place at least five times a year.

But their difficulty is that not always do they get
the required support to spread the cost of the
truck, and not always are there sufficient num-
bers to conveniently pay for their refurn trips
back home.

But mechanised transport is not always a
convenience that is readily available. Recaptur-
ing their activities back to the rural areas pro-
vided touching insights that many put into their
efforts to harvest,

Case 7

Thembisile, a 25 year old mother of two
school poing children claimed that she is one of
a group of women who walk up to 50km to make
their harvest. She was forced to find some form
aof self-employment because her husband was
retrenched and she was unaware about ways of
{ooking for employment. Walking to ilala palm
destinations was a result of encouragement from
her village friends who were equally indigent,
but who knew of others who traded in Durban.
She was prompited by the likelihood of earning
sufficient to pay for her children s education and
provide them with basic food. En-route to their
destinations they sleep in bushes at might and
continue the next day with their journeys to a
coastal nature reserve. After collecting a man-
ageable number of leaves, the women bundle
them so thar they may be placed ‘comfortably’
on their heads, enabling them o walk back the
same distance. To make her first trip to Durban
she kad to borrow a total of R50.00 from three
people to pay for her bus-fare. This cost is a
mafor burden to her in view of the meagre prof-
its she makes.

Cases 5,6 and 7 illustrate the endurance and
perseverance levels that are generally character-
istic of the processes in ilala palm production,
While the harshness of their lifestyles is often
spoken about, they generally tend to accept their
positions as their way of life. But significantly,
cach case demonstrates interpersonal and group
interaction and the necessity this has for their
survival. Their knowledge and activities are more
than cultural, in that they are shared complemen-
tary experiences

The processing of the leaves begins in their
rural villages. An input is made by all household
members, in one way or another, The product is
made up to a point so that they may be packed in
flat bundles that will allow the women to pack
them into minibus taxis for transport to Durban.
Every one of the fifty interviewees complained
of the taxi drivers unfriendliness and often harsh-
ness towards them for bringing in such huge
bundles. They often have to pay twice the fare
or more - depending upon the space their bundles
occupy, of upon the personality of the driver.
Sometimes they are refused permission to board
the taxis, which may lead to a delay in taking the
next one, or postponing the trip until the next
day.

Once in Durban, their problems are com-
pounded by the lack of adequate and protective
storage space, as well as by the impermanence
of their trading spaces. Storage facilities of their
products at night is available, but at a price that
erodes significantly into their meagre profits.
They therefore avoid use of this facility unless
they desperately need to use it, especially when
it rains. The women do not use protective chemi-
cals in the manufacture of their products, which
makes them vulnerable to inclement weather con-
ditions. In the rain the leaves get soggy and rot,
and in the sun it dries fast if not worked on imme-
diately after harvest. An added inconvenience
during storage is the cost of transport back to
their stalls, Whether they have stock overnight
or not, their trading spaces have to be occupied
twenty-four hours per day, especially in the train
station. A moment “unmanning” of the spots
can be quite costly. Thieves are allegediy for-
ever on the prowl in the area. When they have
no stocks their absence at their trading spots
can lead to its immediate loss to other vigilant



178

traders who are constantly on the lookout for
more strategic places. They have therefore de-
viged a rotational system that ensures their pro-
tection on the one hand and provides leverage
for thewr personal and domestic needs on the
other. For instance, grouping permits individu-
als to either po into central Durban or elsewhere,
or to return home for their personal requirements
while others oversee their goods and spaces.
This permits peace of mind and allows for the
preparation of mobilising for more stocks while
in the rural areas. All of the trading groups do
not leave together for harvests. Kinship and
neighhourly networks in the rural areas help o
facilitate ongoing trading by ensuring that howse-
holds are cared for, that there is always some
stock of ilala palm leaves that serves as a floar,
and that arrangements are made in advance for
major harvests, The trading cycle therefore has
an in built overlap of stocks between one hai-
vest and the next. In one instance the system of
rotation revealed quite a heart-rending story, It
was given by an eighteen-vear old girl who sus-
pended her high school studies for the benefit of
her other two siblings at home, When the vear
(1994a) 15 completed she will return to continue
with her schooling while her sister will suspend
hers 1o continue with the rading,

Their organization must therefore be seen
against their personal circumstances and the
hazards that they face on a daily basis. The ab-
sence of state sponsored security and effective
union based profection consolidated their affini-
ties to one another, There were varying reactions
1o the form's of protection that were supposedly
in place for them. Along the beachfront they feli
generally secure because the area was more fre-
auently patrolied by police officers, and muost
have permits that legalised their activities. At
the train station however, their trading was con-
sidered illegal and police patrols hardly ever oc-
curred. More than half the women were either
unaware of a trade union for them or barely heard
of its existence. From the varving costs that were
given o us to join a union, which ranged from
five rands to forty five rands, there appeared to
be more than one union based organisation,
Cinly one woman was able to cite with ease the
name of the “South African United Informal Busi-
ness Association”, which allegedly charged
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forty-five rands for registration. Other women
spoke of registering with a trade umon for five
rands. But with reference to any trade union there
was general dissatisfaction with their ineffective-
mess. The women felt that with their interdepen-
dence, group solidarity and perseverance they
were able to achieve more for themselves than
by depending on any organization. Although
they did continuously stress the need for a rep-
resentative body that could secure their trading
places in the station, and get rid of the thieves
and pickpockets who interfere with their trading
by snatching purses or following clients after
their purchases to rob them'®, Traders along the
beachfront felt that during vacations they stand
the best chance of maximising their trade, but
that petty crime impedes their hopes. Again, it is
largely on the hasis of their own organisational
forms that they are able to remain vigilant and

lookout for one anothet,

Production

Most women, as it was noted earlier, trans-
ferred their work on the ilala palm products from
their rural villages to Central Durban. While har-
vesting and trade occurs in mixed groups, actual
production 15 usually the responsibility of house-
hold members and the individuals most involved
in such trade. The common explanation for this
15 twofold, First, it is easy for them to transport
unfinished work by taxi because it does nol ake
up much space. And second, it breaks their bore-
dom by giving them something to do and kecps
them busy at the train station. Bespondents said
that they carry between fory and sixty unfin-
ished baskets, mats or hats with them by taxi. By
this stage of the production they are still flat and
easily bundled for ransport in public vehicles.
There are only the sides to join in order to bring
them into shape when they reach Durban,

There are live common products of the ilala
palm viz. baskets, mats, vard brooms, sieves and
hats, The process in producing these products
15 characterised by an atmosphere of casualness
and friendly chatting. Each is her own boss and
works at a pace that is suitable for her. At our
very first interviews at the train station a group
of seven women happily received us when we
made enguiries about their work. A few minutes
later one of the women stopped her weaving and
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apologized to us because she was tired and went
off to sleep. They were all from a single village in
the far north coast of KwaZulu-Matal, and had
worked closely with each other for several years.

It takes at least four branches of approxi-
mately one metre length each to produce a me-
dium size basket, eight branches to produce a
two meire long mat, two for a broom, two for a
sieve and one and half for a hat. In uninterrapted
production it takes between one and a half hours,
ahout four days, one hour, three hours and ong
and a half hours respectively to complete the
above mentioned items. They generally have o
waork fast at producing their items for sale, in
arder to avoid falling victim to inclement weather
(a3 explained above). However, when ilala palm
leaves are unavailable, other sources of local
material are sought in order to stay in business.

Cave &

Z N, a 26 year old from Hlulhiowve sald:

“We usually have problems when it rains, be-
cuuse our poods get spoilt... and the thieves find
it @ good time to steal from us ", Fhe starts mak-
ing the baskets ar home with assistance from
fhier family towards the end of month - when she
returns home. When ilala palm leaves are not
easily available, she and her household turns
towards mal making, She explained that she
had a log specially carved out for her by her
Sfacher to carry out her work. There are three
npes of locally classified grass that she uses to
provduce her mats, viz, incema (Juncus kraussii),
imduli (Cyperus natalensis), and igumbu'™. The
prices of her mars were determined by three fae-
tors, the availability of the grass, the appear-
ance and appeal of the finished product and the
case with which each type of grass is worked
with. Incema is brownish in colour and looks
like long stvips of hard dry grass, and cosis
RI0.00 each; induli is flat but stronger and costs
R&.00 each; igumbu is a sofi version of Induli,
and costs R7.00 each.

The casé above is an interesting demonstra-
tion of the ingenuity and creativity that poor but
hardworking women have to show in order to
maintain a dignified livelihood. When their pre-
dominantly exploitable material is unavailable,
they turn their attention to alternative sources of
material. They have shown how exploitation of

the indigenous grasses is a creative effort that
acts as a safeguard against unemployment and
possible starvation.

However, the pricing of their products must
be seen against the background of several fac-
tors, First, most women are illiterate and are dis-
inclined towards pricing their goods on the ba-
zig of the number of hours it takes 10 make a
product. They tend to place minimum value on
their “person time” spent on production, This is
however dictated by the type of clientele they
generally target, viz, underclass people. This s
despite the fact they are aware of women pur-
chasing from them as wholesalers, to retail o
more affluent clientele on the beachfront at sig-
nificantly higher prices. At least two issues
emerged from our interviews with the train sta-
tion women. First, they felt compelled to meat
them as regular clients, and second they felt a
sense of solidarity with their counterparts on the
beachfront, “Jf we increase our prices fo these
women, they won 't be able to afford whar we
make, and it will be too highly priced for others
ro by, said one woman, Another expressed a
maore sentimental feeling towards the beachfront
women: “They are like us fmeaning indigent
African women), 5o we must help one another ™,
In addition, the women are from generally indi-
gent backgrounds and their requirements for
survival have been conditioned by their gener-
ally humble needs. The prices are also determined
by the fact that their access to ilala palm leaves is
not financially constrictive and that they are self-
employed. The Nature Feserves of the MNatal
Parks Board take a minimal payment of one rand
per harvest when it is permitted, irrespective of
the number of leaves that each person harvesis,
Crther privately owned land and land which is
administered by local “traditional™ chiefs also
have an awareness of the women's siluations,
and charge a minimal amount for harvesting.

The production process is continuously
impeded by various issucs. There are allegedly
persistent requests, almost on a daily basis, from
municipality inspectors for the women to pro-
duce licences to legitimate their trade in Central
Durhan. Most women do not have them, and
complained that they spend long hours at the
respective offices to apply or enguire about the
fate of their applications. Many have claimed to
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have made at least one tnp per week to the li-
censing offices and have waited months, but to
no avail. One woman claimed that she was ar-
rested more than ten times over the last five years,

Caze ¢

M., a "fifty two " year old woman who fraded
in several places in Durban since 1978, siill did
Ror appear o grasp the importance and conve-
mience of having to waitf long periods for her
ficence to trade in Durban. She appeared 1o
stifl fear the notorious “blackiocks ™ - (apart-
heid policemen, mainly white, operative during
the | 96ils, until the mid-1980°s). Her perpetual
suspicion was that the application for a licence
way a ploy 1o arrest her and repairiate her to
the rural homeland (a measure of the once no-
torious fmflux Control Laws designed fo limit
the number af Africans revident in the rurafl ar-
ear. Closer gquestioning revealed thar M. ap-
peared intimidated by the questions she had to
answer ar the licensing office, especially since
she did not have a birth certificate and was
therefore unsure of her age. Mav, therefore, felt
more inclined towards production without a [li-
cenve and was willing ro rtake the risk of operat-
inmg without one.

Case 9 15 reflective of women who have
grown used to living lives of perpetual uncer-
tainty and confusion about their constinutional
rights and statuses in post-apartheid South Af-
rica. They are generally very humble and avoid
being confrontational about their need to trade
freely, having lived lives of total submission to
authority.

In zeveral instances women who have li-
cences to trade along the beachfront have capi-
talized on their statuses by producing at home
and taking the privilege of remaining there, let-
ting out their stalls to others and placing a re-
guirement for their consignments to be sold
within a given period - as “rent”. Such women
felt ambivalent about their positions, While they
were grateful for control over prime trading spots,
they were constricted by the number of items
they could sell for themselves. One respondent
stated:

“f always have to worry about the lady
whose stall this is. She is very demanding. If she
tells me she wants her goods sold in two weeks
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and the money sent to her by then, | must do i,
Otherwise she will threaten to remove me from
the stafl. This holds back the selling of my own
goods - o [ don 't always make too much®, said
one distraughr “tenant”,

At the train station the lack of water and
cooking facilities, as well as their low financial
positions, force them to survive on a monoto-
nous high carbohydrate diet of bread and water.
Their hunger and imbalanced diets often slows
down their production. Another factor is the in-
creasingly reduced access to the ilala palm leaves,
which are grown under very strictly controlled
conditions. The lack of its availability has
prompied producers to experiment with other
types of material. Along the Kwanlu-MNatal south
coast, which is closer to the province of Transkei,
its scarcity has led to the use of three types of
grasses that were not previously used. The ad-
vantage of this experimentation has led to the
production of a new variety of baskets. An addi-
tional item that is being used for more affluently
styled baskets that has established a markei
among younger working women and college stu-
dents, are the soft inside coverings of maize
leaves. This produces a softer, more aestheti-
cally pleasing product that has replaced the stiffer
version of the ilala palm basket, But the material
is only seasonally available, and therefore pro-
vides a limited earning potential. At least three
of the fifty women interviewed have learnt the
art of making such products. Their life experi-
ences reflected the concerns expressed in the
WCED's definition of sustainable development -
when the natural capital stock that is used for
survival among the poor is exhausted through
poor management, as the case study below re-
veals.

Case 10

FP.M., a 23 year old woman from the prov-
ince af Transkei (200 km south of Durban),
traded with a friend a and a relative from the
same village, Her family was lefi destiture when
their only source of income earned by her aging
mather on ilala palm praducts, was discontin-
wed afier the destruciion of the ilala palm trees
in her area. She blamed it on overexploiiation
of the trees by women and excessive sapping of
the trees by men wanting to brew local liguor,
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Faced with extreme difficulties fn frving to feed
a househald of eight peaple, P.M. tried several
attempis at bringing money fo her home with-
oul much siccess, A White farmer from an agri-
culttiral fown in KwaZulu-Natal showed them
a way o cargfully dry the maize leaves for a
two-day period by using certain plant dyves that
would nol destroy their colowrs. Thereafter, with
the use of processed wool, which i cheaply
awailable, they are able to produce baskeis that
have a greater appeal than the ilala counver-
parts. This has proved to be a very lucrative
entterprize in thar they got the leaves for free,
and it war a tremendous relief for her family
beciause of the money she was able to earn from
this. Bur this is a skill that Philile and her com-
panions prefer to guard very closely because it
affords them the advaniage of affering a unique
product for sale. However, their disadvantage
is that maize is grown only seavonally, thereby
cutting them off from an important source of in-
come. All three women have been trading in
this product since December 1993, and have
therefore not sufficiently familiarised themselves
on how o substitute their unigue products with
athers in their fimes of non-maize Seasons.

The circumstances in the illustration above
demonstrate that while the nuances of produc-
tion reveal a particular set of dynamics in the
lives of the women producers and their environ-
ments, their resourcefulness in distribution can
be equally dynamic. This is largely a result of
their creativity, which is derived from a determi-
nation not to mope in self-pity about their im-
poverishment or the loss of a long serving re-
source such as the ilala palm,

Distribution

There are well-defined clientele bases that
ilala palm traders aim at. At the train station their
chientele 15 mainly Africans who come from the
townships and from squatter camps in and
around Durban. Most of them are from
underclass backgrounds and their purchasing
power is limited. But the constant traffic and the
fact that it is predominantly African traffic has
led to a situation of acceptance and containment
rather than outright removal by the municipality.
A substantial amount of trade by African traders
with African commuters takes place from this

venue. In fact, the arrangement and manner of
trading at the train station is part of a broader
phenomeénon in the country™, especially where
African commuters are predominant, The soli-
darity that the wider African populations show
towards their disadvantaged women is a key fac-
tor in them turning their trading spaces into cen-
tres of production as well,

At the beachfront, on the other hand, there
i3 a broader diversity of people whose purchas-
ing power 15 much greater, Dependent on tour-
ists and more affluent passers-by, these women's
methods of retailing are substantially more for-
mal towards the public and more sophisticared
in their arrangements. Their stalls are contigu-
ous to the pavements and are more formally ar-
ranged under thatched roofs. The open manner
of display and direct contact with the pedestrian
traffic constitutes a form of advertising and per-
suasiveness o potential buyers. They are en-
couraged by the municipality and sympathetic
pressure_groups from the wider community to
remain on the beachfront as a tourist anraclion.
Together with the colourfully adomed African
rickshaw operators they are desmed io have a
purpose in the city's tourist marketing strategy.
As opposed to their counterparts in the train
station, these ilala palm retailers have a more pro-
tected status by virtue of licences being issued
o them. But their prices are twice that of the train
station. Women along the beachfront were not
too enthusiastic about revealing the source of
their products. But their attitudes and gradual
trust in us eventually corroborated the claim that
the producers in the train station are their main
suppliers.

In both areas of research their mannerisms
and approach to the public is characterised by a
form of pleasant “helpnessness™ which often
draws the attention of sympathetic passers-by.
But the sales for the day for most stallholders
were hardly impressive, Most claimed to sell no
more than between two to six items per day. This
brought for them an average earning of thirty
five rands per day (approximately five hundred
rands TS 125% per month). The cost of their prod-
ucts followed the universal norm of *pricing be-
ing relative to size'. The amount of material they
use is what determines the price. This can fluctu-
ate in accordance with the people and areas that
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are targeted for their products. The women have
ways of reaching clieatele in different parts of
the city. They may either go themselves or use
the services of family or friends for this purpose.
The areas they target are residential suburbs,
shopping malls and business districts. But there
is a racially based rationale that is characteristic
of their trading. Through personal observation
and by virtue of their own admission it is clear
that women selling their products specifically
choose to go to Indian dominated residential
suburbs and businesss districts because they
find the people more accessible and tolerant of
their informal irade, In White dominated areas
their presence is restricted mainly to shopping
malls, because their thrust into the residential
areas is not taken as casually as Indian residents
do. The prices as well showed a marked differ-
ence in the respective arcas, They have been
recorded as twice that in the Indian dominated
arcas. There 15 a prevalent belief that although
Indians welcomed their trade they bargained a
lot, thereby effecting discounts. But they are
perceived by the women traders as not being as
affluent as Whites. For the traders this justifies
their price differentials, In order to increase then
chances uf drawing attention to their ilala palm
products many tend to diversify the range of
thewr goods by adding items such as wallets, table
place mats, wooden dishes and spoons, and other
artefacts. However, when sales are depressingly
poor many of the women appear to have a reli-
ance on what is commonly known in Durban as
the “Indian Market™!, where their goods are ei-
ther sold to the merchants, or left to be sald and
the money fetched at a later date. The latter is
especially done between the women and mer-
chants who have negotiated special working re-
lationships - in which there is a mutual benefit.
Their multi-pronged approach to distribute their
goods as widely as possible has helped to in-
erease their chances of better eamings. But they
do this through extremely arduous efforts. The
general route that they take is by foot and they
walk up to thirty kilometres per day in their tagks
to sell their products. Some of the statements
below are reflections of the added efforts that
many women put into their attempts to ensure
their sales:
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"When my safes are fifty rands or lesy for
the week, [ have to go out on fooi selling door 1o
doar. [leave some af my sty here 1o be sold by
my friends, and | go from shop to shop and house
to house selling. ™

“I like to sell by the White people 's super-
market carparks because they pay us more than
we gel here for our brooms and baskers. Our
African people don't have money and they
squeal to pay. ™

“At least twice a month we go to the indian
areas to sell, We have lot of customers there, but
they must bargain firse, squeal a linde bit and
then pay us.”

“A man af the Fictoria Street Indian mar-
ker somerimes buys my baskets and mats. When
I am stuck he agrees to sell them for me and then
he gives me my money. But he also makes his
avwn prafit too. We are doing this for many vears
now. "

The quotations above indicate the efforts
that are made to either maximize sales or go out
1o clientele 1o avoid stagnation. Their mobility 15
a product of their interpersonal arrangements and
the cordiality they have established with people
in selected areas,

CONCLUSION

Agpainst the background of a province with
an exceptionally high unemployment rate of more
than forty per cent, and excruciating poverty, the
mechanisms for survival among the most disad-
vantaged becomes an important area for careful
investigation. Table 1, and collectively each of
the ten case studies bring out the dynamics of
individual circumstances, the inter-personal re-
lationships among the women, and the ways in
which they are embedded in kinship structures
and community networks, They draw our anten-
tion to the hard work and long hours they spend
on a daily basiz in their activities that
synchronises the economic with the social. Each
is inter-twined and dependent wpon the other,
demonstrating how their perseverance and en-
durance can be converted into more profitable
processes if only more attention is paid to this
very productive set of activities.

In atternpting to bring out the creativity and
ingenuity those rural women display in their quest
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for survival, a number of important characteris-
tics emerged about their regular activities, For
instance, factors shaping the production and
marketing strategies, amidst a genuine shortage
of ilala palm trees, the social dynamics that sus-
tain the linkages between rural households and
urban-commercial centres, and the social pat-
terns that cmerge as a result of them, are impor-
tant in either arriving at a general understanding
of their activities and for the sake of policy for-
mulation. In situations where there are shortages
of material that are imporiant for the general well
being of a population, authorities are known to
invest much in resources and expertise, in order
to improve their availability. In this situation maore
needs o be done to ensure the survival of the
ilala palm tree and to work towards increasing its
availability by producing a seed variety that can
grow under more than one envirormental condi-
tion, aswell as work towards improving the aes-
thetic appeal of the indigenously grown prod-
pcts and their lasting capacity. Such efforts for
instance, have become well known in penods
such as the Green Revolution, when improved
varieties of seeds for wheat and rice led to pros-
perous harvests in places such as the Punjab
Prowvince in India. Equally prosperous yields in
milk occurred in the province of Gujarat during
the “White Revolution™, when capital and exper-
tise was poured into the research of cows and
their capacities to improve their milk output,
Greater consideration of these issues in Kwa-
Zulu Natal are bound to transcend the limits of
culiural knowledge and improve the production
and marketing processes of indigenous efforts.
The possibility of such improved production
and marketing strategies should also have a posi-
tive spin-off against the constant insecurity and
uncertainty under which most of the women live,
rural lifestvle, which is charactensed
by broken families, fluid household structures and
group nerworks in the city centres, as the case stud-
ies demonstrate, should give rise o a srengthen-
ing of individual confidence and gradual dissipa-
tion of such a social pamtern, Gabriel (1991} for
instance stated that when people are introduced to
new forms of technology, their lifestyles are inevi-
tably changed. This change - for the better - is the
ultimate goal for people in South Africa, where not
only Blacks in general were victims of racial op-

pression, but Black women in particular, While their
inter-personal relationships and community net-
works provide excellent illustrations for the con-

cepts of cultural knowledge and economy of affec-

tion, such mformation is instructive to additional
analyses in sustainable development. In Kwa-Zulu
Matal, planning for sustainable development can-
not exclude indigent rural women, whose activities
are suppamng more than forty percent of the
provincs's population.

It is clear that an investigation of the activi-
ties of even the most marginalized people in the
world today requires more than a simplistic as-
sessment of their activities. In this study the sim-
ation almost exclusively reflects the situation of
women. However humble their requirements
might be and however little they may depend
upon formal employment inurban and industrial
complexes, it is now accepled that their liveli-
hoods inevitably impacts upon the global sce-
nario. Development can no longer take place in
terms of the misrepresented notion of “Aid", in
which the “beneficiaries” become victims of a
system that they seldom understand. Develop-
ment aid almost throughout the developing world
haz kept people living in perpetual hope instead
of delivering services within a given time frame.
Their growing poverty, vitiated by corrupt and
despotic governments, especially in the rural ar-
eas, has forced many to turn to whatever re-
sources that might bring them relief. The grow-
ing literature on susiainable development and
resource management therefore continues to
caution the world against the motives of devel-
opment aid, which often leads to poverty, amd in
urn leads its victims to the unbridied exploita-
tion of our natural capital stock. They wam us
that ultimately the rich too will end up victims in
a world that is depleted of its natural heritage.

The evidence from KwaZulu-Natal is an il-
lustration of the role of women in its rural econommy
and of how responsive they can be when made
aware of the dangers of over utilisation of spe-
cific botanical species. Their adherence for in-
stance to the advice from the NPB not 1o over-
utilise ilala palm branches is reflective of the roles
they can play in resource management. As a
broader principle, it makes it incumbent upon
policy makers and planners o integrate local
populations in the planning and implementation
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processes, Their creativity and the human fac-
tors associated with it deserve more serious at-
tention than has been historically given to them.
They serve as indications of future potentials
and of the meanings that their social fabrics bring
tio ther lives, Jennifer Elliot (1994; 80 for instance
argucs that for too long the debates about the
environment and development have been domi-
nated by the interests and values of the rich rather
than the poor, men rather than women, and ur-
ban rather than rural. She makes a refreshing point
by stating that making the rural poor the starting
point in research and development has been seen
to have benefits for the environment and devel-
opment. Under careful supervision they are likely
io go on accruing benefits in the future, as local
populations are educated about and pain con-
trol over their own resources. They would have
mrofe options regarding resource use and acquire
securty in their agricultural and non-agricultural
activities, Indeed, the long term benefits of pro-
viding secure rural livelihoods for the poor, with
carefully planned infrastructures, will also be of
benefit to the wider communities. It will help in
three fundamental areas of development, viz. re-
lieving population pressure on resources (a pre-
requisile for sustainable development in the fu-
ture), slowing the demand for employment and
shelter in urban areas and keeping alive the cul-
mral knowledge that sustain through their years
of hardship. It is not only the depletion in natural
capital stock that will make it difficult for future
generations to survive from what nature has 1o
provide. Cultural knowledge o is a resource
and is indispensable to carefully managed ex-
ploitation of the ervironment. Post apartheid
South Africa should by now have leami this les-
son only too well. With the post-apartheid Re-
construction and Development Programme pay-
ing only lip service to infrastructural develop-
ment in rural areas, but having an outright urban
bias that has brought more chaos in all of the
country's metropolitan arcas, and the failure of
the government to deliver on its election prom-
ise to build one million houses in five years,
Elliot's words of wisdom would be sound advice
io South Adrica,
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conferemee on “Creativity and Innovation at
Grassroois Lewvel™, hosted by the Indian Insiituie
of Managemeni, Ahmedabad, India. where this pa-
per was first presented.

I am indebied o four post graduate stwdents from
my department without whose assisstance | would
not have covered so many interviews. They are
David Bagopa, Melisiwe Mlongo, Lungisile Shangase
and Bongiwe Sibisi, | am alse greatful to Prof. Rob-
et Winthrop from Cregan, USA, Tor his guidance,
o O, Alan Thorold and Gareth Morgan from the
University of Durban-Wesiville lor prool reading
this paper and to the University of Durban-Westaille
for the grant that made this research possible,
Ench of the plants mentioned have several wariei-
s with independent botanical classifications. The
reference did not mnclude them.

In South Africa the debates are still largely sround
broad macro issues such as economic policies, edu-
catonal policies amd restructuring., with emphasis
on women largely in the urban-commercial enve-
ronments. However Elliet raises this as a universal
phenomencn 1 all areas

Sex the World Bank™s Environmeni Dieparimeni’s
publication on “Indigenous Views of Land and the
Environment”, Shelton Dawvis, ed. (1993).
Inroduced by the African Mational Congress aier
the country's first democratic general eletion. held
an Aprl 27, 1994

Interview with Mr. Beatbe Cullum (Chiel Game
Ramger), 12 September 1996, Mpenfati Game Re-
SErVE.

The visit 10 South Africa by the Director General,
Mr. Camdessus, of the International Monetary Fund
in mad-Ociober 1996, led w0 deep divisions within
ithe ranks of the ruling African Masonal Congress
and strong protesis by an anti neo-liberal group.
[nterview with MPB Ranger. Steve Mckean, 20
October, 1996,

This fact was illustrated physically 10 us (third year
Anthropology students and members of stalf of
miy department) during & feld trip wo the Mpenjan
Mature Reserve, 12 September 1996, by the Of-
ficer in Charge. Beattie Cullum

Information was denved from McKean (paper not
dated) and from deliberations with the Officer in
Charge ai the Mpengati Mature Reserve on 12 Sep-
tember 199G,

The officer in charge was concemed. bui powerless
ko act on the suspicion that when word 15 spread in
the neighbouring areas for women to come and
harvest leaves, mainly relatives of the employees
are informed.

It is in this process that the innovation and cre-
ativity of the women who make baskets and mats
out of the ilala palm leaves is best noticed, The
keaves have 10 be 0.8m hig, closed for the most part
and worked upon emimediately. Failure o do o could
lead 1o damage by the heat of the sun of by ran.
By first count took place on Thursday 22 Augusi
1956, However | cannot be sure that they were all
the women who traded on that day, because the
numbers o each stall Muetuate several n the day,
Abbreviations are wsed fo conceal the identities of
the infervicwees,
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for survival, a number of important characteris-
tics emerged about their regular activities. For
instance, factors shaping the production and
marketing strategies, amidst a genuine shortage
of ilala palm trees, the social dynamics that sus-
tain the linkages between rural households and
urban-commercial centres, and the social pat-
terns that cmerge as a result of them, are impor-
tant in etther arriving at a general understanding
of their activities and for the sake of policy for-
mulation. In situations where there are shortages
of material that are imporiant for the general well
being of a population, authorities are known to
invest much in resources and expertise, in order
to improve their availability, In this situation more
needs o be done to ensure the survival of the
ilala palm tree and to work towards increasing its
availability by producing a seed variety that can
grow under more than one envirormental condi-
tiom, as well as work towards improving the aes-
thetic appeal of the indigenously grown prod-
pcts and their lasting capacity. Such efforts for
instance, have become well known in penods
such as the Green Revolution, when improved
varieties of seeds for wheat and rice led to pros-
perous harvests in places such as the Punjab
Province in India. Equally prosperous yields in
milk occurred in the province of Gujarat during
the “White Revolution™, when capital and exper-
tise was poured into the research of cows and
their capacities to improve their milk ourput,
Greater consideration of these issues in Kwa-
Zulu Matal are bound to transcend the limits of
culiural knowledge and improve the production
and marketing processes of indigenous efforts.
The possibility of such improved production
and marketing strategies should also have a posi-
tive spin-off against the constant insecurity and
uncertainty under which most of the women live,
rural lifestvle, which is charactensed
by broken families, fluid househald structures and
group nerworks in the city centres, as the case stud-
ies demonstrate, should give rise o a srengthen-
ing of individual confidence and gradual dissipa-
tion of such a social pamern, Gabriel (1991} for
instance stated that when people are introduced to
new forms of technology, their lifestyles are inevi-
tably changed. This change - for the beter - is the
ultimate goal for people in South Africa, where not
only Blacks in general were victims of racial op-

pression, but Black women in particular, While their
inter-personal relationships and community net-
works provide excellent illustrations for the con-

cepts of cultural knowledge and economy of affec-

tion, such mformation is instructive o additional
analyses in sustainable development. In Kwa-Zulu
Matal, planning for sustainable development can-
not exclude indigent rural women, whose activities
are suppamng more than forty percent of the
provincs's population.

It is clear that an investigation of the activi-
ties of even the most marginalized people in the
world today requires more than a simplistic as-
sessment of their activities. In this study the sim-
ation almost exclusively reflects the situation of
women. However humble their requirements
might be and however little they may depend
upon formal employment inurban and industrial
complexes, it is now accepled that their liveli-
hoods inevitably impacts upon the global sce-
nario. Development can no longer take place in
terms of the misrepresented notion of “Aid", in
which the “beneficiaries™ become victims of a
system that they seldom understand. Develop-
ment aid almost throughout the developing world
haz kept people living in perpetual hope instead
of delivering services within a given time frame.
Their growing poverty, vitiated by corrupt and
despotic governments, especially in the rural ar-
eas, has forced many to turn to whatever re-
sources that might bring them relief. The grow-
ing literature on susiainable development and
resource management therefore continues o
caution the world against the motives of devel-
opment aid, which often leads to poverty, amd in
urn leads its victims to the unbridied exploita-
tion of our natural capital stock. They wam us
that ultimately the rich too will end up victims in
a world that is depleted of its natural heritage.

The evidence from KwaZuli-MNatal is an il-
lustration of the role of women in its rural economy
and of how responsive they can be when made
aware of the dangers of over utilisation of spe-
cific botanical species. Their adherence for in-
stance io the advice from the NPB not 1o over-
utilise ilala palm branches is reflective of the roles
they can play in resource management. As a
broader principle, it makes it incumbent upon
policy makers and planners o iniegrate local
populations in the planning and implementation
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