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Contemporary Society: Tribal Studies com-
prise two volumes of essays compiled in hon-
our of Prof. 5.4, Ratha The twenty-five essays
in Volume I appear under the collective title of
Structure and Process. The thirty-three essays
in Volume I are presented wnder the title Dee-
velopment Issues, Transition and Change. Each
volume opens with the same introduction by the
editors.  Volume 1 is divided into five pans:
Structural and Ethnic [ssues; Women; Aged;
Ecology; and Ideclogy. WVolume II comprises
Development Issues; Transition and Change;
Education; Economy and Interaction. They had
the onerous task of discerning five key themes
in what are apparently disparate contributions.

Whereas the Introduction addresses those in-
terested in theoretical issues, the contributions
are descriptive, (historical, anthropological or
sociological), unsolicited policy recommenda-
tions, lextbook material, or examples of con-
cerned journalism. Surprisingly enough, no pa-
per discusses the relationship between “Strue-
ure and Process” or “Structure and Develop-
ment”,

All fifty-eight contributions find common
ground in their underlying axioma that culture
is separated from society, so that the human
agency can act purposeful and pragmatic in
bringing about change. MNone of the authors,
perhaps with the exception of Shaila Weil, con-
siders culture as comprising society and thus
"human action in the world 15 o be understood
by the cultural design” (Sahlins, 1976:55).

In Volume I only three papers make interest-
ing reading. Shalva Weil analyzes the “dou-
ble" conversion of certain "tribal” peoples who
live in the Indo-Burmese border lands - a con-
version from an Indigenous religion o Christi-
anity and second conversion from Christianity
to Judaism. Professor Weil rightly states that
"the significance of the phenomenon far
outweights the actual conversion statistics”
{1,§5). This well rescarched paper concludes
that "the reasons for converting to Judaism are
undoubtedly complete and relate to the struc-

ture and belief of Indigenous religion which is
being invoked in order to effect the double con-
version but also turns to the modern, yel per-
haps older, identities of cthnicity and national-
ism in order to explain the latest, apparently
bizarre religious transformation in the direction
of Tudaism” (1, 96.97). Professor Weils contrn-
bution stands out in the two volumes not only
because it addresses such topical issues as iden-
Lity, ethnicity and nationalism, but also because
it provokes thinking on the relationship between
world-view, structure, life-style and change in
the context of a process of ransition,

Among the eight chapters of Women's stud-
ies the one by Indira and Shanthi stands out as
well rescarched and well wrtien. The authors'
observation that "Whatever the subject of focus
may be almost all studies have pointed out the
existence of glaring gender inequalities in our
society. While law has removed practically every
hurdle to the establishment of gender equality,
in practice, gender continues 1o be a stumbling
block for women's development™, (1, 170,
should have led them to a comparative study of
world-views and value systems. Such a study,
if using the holistic approach, would have placed
the observed “gender neutral socialization proc-
ess" (1, 173) in a different light. One cannot lift
this process out of context. Like elsewhere it is
linked with the economy of the society. And thus
the opposition is not tribe, caste, but a forest
based economy versus an agriculiural/indusirial
based economy. The Jenukuruba women are not
maore free than Hindu women belonging to the
castes of the plains. The freedom of both cat-
egories of women is differently laid out and ex-
pressed, Both the "tribal® and Hindu caste mar-
riages are a socio-economic contract. The dif-
ference being that in the case of caste Hindus a
religious sacrament is added. The authors con-
clude that "modernising influences have harmed
women's interests and posed a serious threat (o
their status and survival™ (1,178),

The third interesting contribution to Yolume
1 is Buddhadeb Chaudhuri’s. He offers a defini-
tion of "tribe" which distinguishes "tribe" from
“caste” in only one aspect, namely “having a
common territory”, One wishes, Turther, that
Chaudhuri's balanced insights were translated
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into a diversified policy for forests (aking into
its account the degree of “tribal” expertise in
forest maintenance.

The Introduction (1. xiii) promises (o contri-
butions on world-view and belief system. Itisa
pity that world-view is treated in isolation from
the empirical studies. But when the reader at
last comes 1o page 304 (5) he is confronted with
only one description of a shamamistic dance and
one description of a burial rite. Although these
are interesting by themselves, they are not pa-
pers on world-view.

Regarding the other papers of Volume I a few
comments have to be made. Brown's and Bai-
ley's are postmodern contributions, but do not
at all fit in this volume on Tribal Studies as does
Suzikis paper on tribals in the USA. The pres-
ence of Brown's postmodern critique on coloni-
alism can equally be applied to caste Hindu ap-
proaches to “tribals”, Colonial amitudes can be
seen elsewhere in these volumes, For example
Hay speaks about primitive tribe (1, 180) and
Borthakur about menfolk and womenfolk im-
plying he is not “folk" himself.

There are a few fine empirical studies such as
those of M.K. Das (on land rights of the
matrilinial Khasis and Garos) and Parthasarathy
{on the Birhors and ecology of Chotanagpur).
These studies deserved more space, while the
journalistic prose of B.M. Mukkerjee and
Mondal/Begum could have been left out. On
the whole volume 1 suffers from incongruity in
approach, topic and quality, It contains lots of
words about "iribals”, but we still do not know
what is meant by "tribal”. Most contributors
have carried out serious field work, but hide
axiomas and eschew "tribal” views and percep-
tions.

The 1w best articles of Volume IT are the first
two chapters written by Professor Kate Currie.
The first presents notes on the Subaltern project
known 1o historians, but less known to social
scientists and the second analyzes the Madras
Famine of 1876-1878 from the vantage point of
“intervention”. If the "Challenge to the elitist
approach” (Chl) and the concept of "colonial
intervention" (Ch2) were taken to heart by the
editors, none of the following papers would have
find a place in this volume. Professor Curme’s
messages are loud and elear: tribal cultures need
o be studies as subaltern studics and interven-
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tion into tribal culture has w be placed in local
historical perspective too,

What follows, however, are endless collections
of statements, descriptions and good intentions
of caste Hindus (equivalents to the "white man's
burden of yesteryears) as well as policy recom-
mendations. Mone of these is based on a thor-
ough understanding - not mere knowledge - of
the tribal culiures.

Why does a seasoned anthropologist like B K.
Eoy Burman (11, 56) not investigate whether the
iribals he studies have their own concept of de-
velopment? Is PEK. Bhowmick (II, 109y not
aware of that excellent siudy Roots of Crisis by
Satish Saberwal (Sage, 199677 And what does
Peter Mas' paper (IL 345) on Indonesian mate-
rial do in this volume? Are there no scholars
who could write on wild-life sanctuaries, tribals
and tourism in India?

In this Volume too there is a scholar who
writes about primitive tribes (11, 713, But wait,
worse 15 to come. According w Dr. WM. Rao
(IL, 241 the tribals need "mental health inputs™

[ wish to say a few words on some of the other
papers. Fernandes interesting paper on displace-
ment of ribals needs some extension regarding
the relationship between tribals, their move-
ments and NGOs which fight on their behalf,
The outcome could be surprising considering
his insight and touch with the field. 1.
Chakraboriy's paper on kinship among the
Siddis of Saurashtra is wo short. Kinship and
marriage systems, like staple diet, tend 1o change
extremely slow over time and are thus ideal top-
ics 10 gain insight into migration, acculluration
and transformation. It is hoped that the author
continues his research among the Siddis and
includes their oral tradition.

It is, of course, laudable that the editors have
taken the initiative to bring together vanous so-
called tribal studies. Most authors have pro-
duced articles based on data personally collected
during field work. It is heartening to know that
so many Indian scholars take a serious interest
ini the study of tribal populations. It is the more
disheartening that their often interesting data
are analyzed so poorly. This seems due 1o a
lack of theoretical oricntation through which the
data could be meaningfully interpreted. This
may partly be due to the use of outdated theo-
retical works such as the following found in the
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references: W.H.R. Rivers 1924; R Linton 1936,
R.H. Lowic 1947; T.B. Bottomore 1962; B,
Benedict 1968; M. Sahling 1968 L. Mair 1969,
BE.M. Kessing 1976, personally conducted field
work in Kamataka, The so-called “mribals” de-
serve betier,

Perhaps T may end with a suggestion. Pleffer's
tirgde against Dumont does neither do justice
to Dumaonis insightful analysis of Hindu civili-
zation nor does it put Bailey's solution of the
“tribal guestion” in the right perspective.

The point is that the distinction between tribe
and caste is only of importance for government
policy. Tribes, recognized as such by govern-
ment, can claim protection and benefits. Many
critcria have been used to differentiate tribes
from castes such as territory, language, religion,
economic position. Under the impact of River's
study of the Todas Marcel Mauss had already
pinpointed the weakness of rigid divisions.
Many tribes show Hindu influences. See for
example Elwin's oppose contact with the larger
Hindu society, but at the same time its shaman
i5 always fictitiously married 1o a Hindu of the
world of spiriis.

The volumes under review would have ben-
efited encrmously if the edilors had made the
contrasting theoretical positions of Dumont and
Bailey clear. Bailey's starting point is that of
the socio-economic differences which are ex-
pressed in terms of strata. He evolved a kind of
continuum from egality o siratification (hier-
archy). Egality for Bailey is associated with
tribality and hierarchy with caste. His main cri-
terion is access to land, The point then is how
did the people get access 1o land: through mem-
bership of a tribe or through a dependency on
the dominant landowning caste? The prohlem
15 that the dominant caste itself shows horizon-
1al segmentation: independent families within
the dominant caste put pressure on dependent
castes, so that the unity is contradicted. [ Bai-
ley's theory could be made operational, Indian
society could be organized with more clarity if
nol bemer. The question then is: how does a
tribe become a caste? According to Bailey
through an increased access o land. But here
the theory is weak, for this is nol a tvpical In-
dian problem.

By comtrast, Dumont focuses on specific In-
dian conceptualizations, In his view a tribe does
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nol become a caste through access to the means
of production (land), but through recognition
of values as articulated in the varna theory. Ac-
cording to Dumont ribes and castes cannot be
put in a single continuum, because tribe and
caste belong o different orders. Dumont ex-
plains the irrelevance of "access to land”™ by
pointing out religious aspects of tribe and caste.
A tribe which had accepted the values of the
varna theory, showed this in s cults. Thus,
Dumont leaves us with two hierarchies, namely
the economic (based on land) and the religious
ibased on the concepts of punity/impurity of the
varna theory).

Modern Tribal Studies should take serious
note of these theories as also of their shoricom-
ings. Bailey's theory is impossible to implement
for its is incomplete. Dumont’s theory runs hay-
wirg where he sees the religious hierarchy as
encompassing all the rest,

It is amazing that Professor Pleffer who has
consulted the Contributions (o Indian Sociol-
ogy (CI5) old series as well as two works by
Dumaont, has apparently not consulted his Homao
Hierarchicus (1966 and 1930) and the CIS new
series, particularly Vol. 5 pp. 43-47 of 1972 in
which Dumont's theory had been reviewed. For
it is here that we find Heesterman's widely ac-
cepted correction on Dumont (as well as in his
book of 1985). For Dumont the Momentum of
Civilization is the secular kingship whereas for
Heesterman it i1s the brahmins withdrawal from
society leaving the king behind with all kinds
of social/sacred funciions. Power (king - "sa-
cred”) and authority (brahmin - “secular™) are
thus separated in the indigenous theory. In other
words, the core is not & cncompassing whole,
but the contradiction of a complementary oppo-
siion. The king needs the brahmin's authority
tor windicate his power, but the brahmin has 1o
refuse the king's gifis.

In a certain way, the sect is a possibility of
adjustment to the two spheres, Tis starting point
is not its position in society but the doctrine.
The doctrine is propagated by the renouncer,
the founder of the sect. For his livelihood he
creates a laity, The laity of the sect, then, be-
comes a casle,

The groups who are conventionally called
“tribes" have apparently not accepted the
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brahmin's authority. Neither have they produced
renouncers as their founding lathers.

Warious scholars have observed that Indians
perceive society in terms of intertwining do-
mains (Galey, 1983; Oster, 1984; Brouwer,
1997). The western perception of society in
terms of separated social, economical, religious
and other domains is not part of the Indian In-
digenous Knowledge Systems. Tribal studies
would, therefore, gain enormously if focused on
the respective tribal perceptions of power, au-
thority, priesthood, and kingship, and how these
concepts are visible in categories and their link-
ages.

Once this understanding is reached, the em-
pirical data presented in the two volumes gain
significance. [t is hoped that the scholars who
presented their papers here will continue field
work and will return to us with fresh interpre-
tations.
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Mochmann, Ekkhard and Uta Gerhardl {eds.)1993.
Gewalt in Deutschland - Soziale Befunde Und
Dyutungslinien. Munich (Germany), R. Oldenbourg
Verlag.

The book under review contains an introduc-
tion plus six papers. These are based on pres-
entations in an inler-disciplinary seminar. Four
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papers presented there were selected for revi-
sion and publication. Another was prepared
later on by one of the participants. A sixth pa-
per was invited for inclusion in this volume, The
book deals with the diverse aspects of violence
against foreigners in Germany. Autempts have
been made to ascertain whether it has something
o do with the events during and immediately
before the second world war,

Adolf Hitler suppressed the minorities in his
country with an iron hand when he was in power
{1933-45). After unconditional surrender in the
war, the new constitution provided cerlain safe-
guards least such things should go on again,
Thus individuals facing persecution in their own
countries were 10 be provided political asylum
in Germany. As time passed, this provision was
frequently misused. Apart from the genuine suf-
ferers, some persons seeking greener pastures
circumvented the spirit of the constitutional pro-
visions by putting forward fake claims for seek-
ing political asylum. Especially afier re-unifi-
cation of the two Germanies in 1989, anti-for-
cigner sentiments began 1o increase.  Incidents
of violence raised evebrows abroad and at home,
least the spectre of Hitlerism should appear once
again. The book under review shows that sen-
ous amempts are being made by scholars and
policy-makers with a view to understanding and
explaining the nature and causes of what is go-
ing on in that country.

Let us look at the various articles one by one,
Max Kaase has analyzed the social conditions
giving rise 1o violence as well as its political
consequences. By and large, the general public
rejects the use of violence. As yet, the state has
the monopoly of its legiimate use. Howewver,
these days there is a tendency to tolerate vio-
lence against persons and things in cerain situ-
ations, and as means for achieving ceriain ends,
Immigration from the eastern Europe due to the
economic difficulties there is not so problem-
atic as that of the non-whites from Africa and
Asia. Reporting by the electronic-and print-
media creates an unrealistic virtual reality.

In hiz article, Jean Albern shows that there
is considerable resentment against those with
darker skin-colour, cultural gap, and social dis-
tance. The sjubjective evaluation of aliens is
mare adverse among those in a relatively deprived
situation. Politicians try to use the discontent 1o
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their own advantage, with a view o mobilizing
votes and support for themselves. Alber siresses
that the mobilization of national conciou sness
by re-defining the re-unified Germany as a cul-
tural state instead of a citizens state has created
cognitive dissonance, and a crisis of identity,
thereby legitimizing aggression against the un-
wanted strangers from abroad.

Michael Kunzcik points out that is it not a
fair to blame television for all the ills of society,
including voilence. Survey data show that ex-
cepl when they are neurotics or immature kids,
the viewers are able wo differentiale between whiat
they hear and sce on the television sets and what
they observe directly. Blaming the mass-media
alone distracts from the real causes of violence,
like poverty, unemployment, drug-abuse, hope-
lessness,

Karl Ferdinand Schumann draws implica-
tions from the reports of the German and the
U.S. government commissions for understand-
ing and control of violent behaviour, The ULS.
commission came 1o the conclusion that apart
from the socio-economic problems, like poverty,
unemployment. underground markets, broken
homes, and helplessness, the genetic factors too
appear 10 have a hand in causing violence. In
USA, violence and racial affiliation are associ-
ated together, However, race is a spurious vari-
able, because of the widespread discrimination
i the economic, the legal and the educational
systems, The German Commission saw van-
dalism and riots as less of a law and order prob-
lems and more of a social work problem, Apart
from the material situation of the parents, im-
proper socialization was held responsible for
violence by children and juveniles. For dealing
with the politically motivated violence, it was
recommended that apart from improving politi-
cal secialization in schools, political participa-
tion and citisens” initiative may be encouraged.
Schumann wants us to recognize the fact that
due 1o their bias against violence, the media of
mass-communication dramatize and pathologiee
it. Scholars have to carry on their studies objec-
tively.

Survey data analyzed by Ekkehard Mochm-
ann and Ingvill C. Oedegaard show that indig-
nation against the asylum-seekers as well as vio-
lence against them are rising.

Reunification. with a number of adverse ef-

L

fects at the macro-level {unemployment, infla-
tion) has led 1o the building-up of a number of
subjective assumptions at the micro-level. Such
effects have been projected on to the asylum-
seekers, legitimizing violence against them.
[Dwuring the last few years, there has been a lot
of change in values. Instead of being rooted in
ethics and morals, individual decisions are be-
ing made in terms of cost-benefit analysis.
Mochmann and Oedegaard ask us to recognize
the fact that a postindustrial society 15 different
from a pre-industrial socicty. In the long run,
violence and its brutality have infact gone down.
However, as it disappears, its remnants become
more intolerable.

Peter Mutschke and llona Renner have
analyred data about the researchers on violence
and their pulications during 1984-2, They have
identified laxical configurations and inter-per-
sonal networks. For this purpose. they have
made use of powerful compuler programmes,
recently developed in Germany and France. The
results show weak networking., Seminarsfcon-
ferences and more job opportunities have im-
proved the chances for mutual cooperation,
However, several individeal scholars are work-
ing in small teams. Even though a separate sci-
entific community in this field hardly exists, the
scholars are anchored in the neighouwring disci-
plines. Open discourse is going on through ci-
tation of each other's work in publications,
However. by itsell violence is not an independ-
ent academic discipline.

It appears that we cannot adequately expalin
the anti-foreigner wave in Germany 1n terms of
remnants of Hitlerism, like racialism, national-
ism and anti-semitism. The government 15 not
sleeping over the matter. They have no inten-
tion of annoying the international public opin-
iom. By and large. it is now a peaceful country.
To the extent that it exists there, violence can at
least partially be attributed to re-structuring ne-
cessitated by re-unification. They are trying to
sort out the problem amicably.

This is & good book. The contributors are
competent scholars. They are well-versed in the
techniques of empirical sociological research,
aspecially the textual analysis, and the analysis
of data from large scale sample-surveys. They
are at home in the theories of political sociol-
ogy. The book under review is recommended
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fior purchase by the libraries of the law enforcig
agencies as wel as the academic institutions
working in this field.

Prof, Jaspal Singh
Depamiment of Socialogy
Ciwra Manak University, Amsisar 143 S, Punjah, India

Khagen Chandra Mahanta (ed.). 1997, People of
the Himalayas: Ecology, Culnwre, Development
and Change. New Delhi : Kamla-Raj Enterprises,
P53, USE 70, Rs, 750¢-

Human resource development in India is defi-
mitely an appetite for intellectual diet other than
unrelieved resources. Above all human resource
plays vital role in all aspects of socio-economical
development considering the inter-link between
the human race and climatic sustainability. In
this, various strategies of development such as
westernization, urbanization, industrialization,
and modernization intervene inte the tradition-
alistic society. The Himalayas is even not spare
from this kind of intervention. In some instances
these sirategies have generated the sources of
better living condition, and in others these have
adwersely affected socio-ecological life pattern.

It is noteworthy to mention that the latent
profit-motive market oriented development in-
tervention delinks the relationship between man
and environment, Definitely this causes all soris
of societal problems which are being encoun-
tered in present days. Hence, multi and inter-
disciplinary approaches to human resource de-
velopment would be of immense help as to re-
vamp the societal life alongwith ecological as-
surance. The edited volume under review makes
a humble anempt in this direction.

Some of the papers in the volume including
Mahania’s preface (Introduction) are exceptions.
In his introductory note Mahanta provides el-
egant picture of the Himalayas and its periph-
eral ecological resources, His approach to bring
the six broadly classified issues related 1o cog-
nizance of Himalayan physiographic features is
a scholastic efforts as this highlights the need
aof collaboration between interdisciplinary re-
search activists and the developmental agencies
in tribal dominated areas in general and
Himalayan region in particular,

The volume has been divided into six sec-
tions comprising of forly two papers. In the
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first section “Ecology and Developmental Con-
cepls” Ghose, Kandar and Bhattacharya attempt
on linking the biclogy and culture of mankind
throwgh developmental changes ai macro level
of the Himalayan area. In another piece Baiping
raises the impact of human factors on physio-
geographical features of this region. The sec-
ond section “Geo-environmental Problems™
highlights the environmental pollution and its
sustamable solution. In one paper Das asks for
Industry-University interaction to find a suit-
able chemical (binder) for the ccofricndly usc
of the slug of ETP. Another highly appreciated
paper contributed by the editor himself focuses
on the latent cause of the present day siuation
in the state of Assam, Some other features like
non-indigenous entreprencurship, prodigious
profitcering motive which lead Lo environmen-
tal metamorphosis and the deprivation of peo-
ple from their basic needs have also been high-
lighted in this section.

The third section deals with “Bio-diversity
and Eco-development”. Sharma and Math's pa-
per though shows the lack of people’s aware-
ness on conservation of biodiversity and for the
extinction of imporant species, yvet il does not
speak on the procedural aspect of creating such
awarcness among the people. The work of
Bordoloi's comparative account on the replace-
ment of the indigenous tree species shows how
the flavour for oriental adaptation generates
various problems,

The forth set of papers speaks on “Eco-His-
torical Perspective™. Baruah in her article fo-
cuses the influence of the ecology on the cul-
tural and historical development as well as the
dynamic scenario of the state of Assam. MNath,
Kalita, and Grist write on their respective pa-
per on the historical events in analyzing the eco-
logical dimensions.

The fifth section highlights basically on the
cultural life of the people and the material com-
ponents of the Himalayvan region. Borang shows
how work on the jhumming practise among the
Abore tribes for 10 w0 16 vears cycle is useful 1o
them both ecologicaliy and economically. The
last section of the book focuses on the impact of
developmental forces in Himalayan region and
thereby advocates the importance of the indig-
enous pattern of adoptation in all Kinds of in-
terventions.
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It is a point o note that a few articles in the

volume are without any underlving analytical.

discussion. The presentation of references is
not systematic. However, all these minor shont-
comings can be overlooked keeping in view the
averall intelleciual content of the volume. On
the whole the editor needs o be congratulated
for drawing a methodically sound framework
fior the organization of chapters in the volume.
Considering the interrelated issues presented

BY

here, this book is recommended to students and
researchers of social sciences, practilioners as-
sociated with developmental activities and plan-
ners engaged in the field of human resource
development.

D Bijaya K. Behera

Gues| Faculty Member

Department of Business Adimnisiraton
Sambalpar Universiy, Jyoni Vihar
Sambalpur, Oressa THA 019, India
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