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BOOKS REVIEWS

W, Lalita. 1995, The Making of Criminal
Tribes - Patterns and Transition, Madras :
Mew Era Publishers. pp. 198+xiii, Rs. 2004~

The Criminal Tribes Act of 1871 arbitrarily
and unjustly declared several communities in
India as criminal tribes, thus imposing a num-
ber of restrictions on these communities. The
act assumed crime as hereditary occupation of
these communities. Known as “de-notified
comimunities”, "ex-criminal communities”, and
“vimukta jatis”, these communities continue to
be the victims of their past; suffering stigma
attached to their labels which prevented them
getting integrated into larger sociely. Auempls
wire made by the British government and mis-
sionaries 1o reform these communities by reha-
bilitating them in settlements established for
thiz purpose. The book under review is a study
of two such settlements in Mellore and Guniur
districts of Andhra Pradesh, dealing with
Yerukula and Katthera communities. Combin-
ing an inter-disciplinary approach with the out-
look of a social worker, the author undertook an
analysis of the conditions of these communi-
ties, the rehabilitation programmes implement-
ed and the response for these programmes.
Though only two seitlements have been taken
up for a detailed study, the author covered a
number of other settlements for comparison,

The book has been divided into seven chap-
ters including introduction and conclusion, The
introduction chapter deals with the nature of
crime and criminality in general, and specific
studies on the so called criminal communities.
Chapter 2 discusses the historical setting in
which the Criminal Tribes Act came in 10 ex-
istence. The restrictions imposed by the act and
its consequences were analyzed in detail. Chap-
ter 3 provides an ethnographic profile of
Yerukula. An analysis of various factors which
have driven Yerukula to criminal activity have
been takenup. Chapter 4 deals with the Yeruku-
las in the early British period. History of varn-
ous criminal settlements and the relaied issues
and problems formed the focus. Chapter 5 de-
limzates the social and economic changes that

have been taking place among Yerukulas and
the implications of these changes. A few valu-
able suggestions for the successful rehabilita-
tion of Yerukula emerge from the discussion
which is well documented with the support of
statistical information. Chapter 6 brings out a
conirast between the two settlements studied
where a significant reduction in the incidence
of crime is seen in one settlemeni. The under-
Iving factors for this were brought out. The con-
cluding chapter is a debate on the role of hered-
ity and environment in influencing criminal ten-
dencies. The minimal progress achieved in the
rehabilitation of criminal tribes has been high-
lighted here. The importance of removing the
paychological barriers created by the stigma of
criminal label and the need for concerted action
on all fronts with a humane approach have been
emphasized in the end.

Though, the author's observations on the
criminal tribes and their problems are an impor-
tant contribution in unveiling the struggle of
these people, the remedies suggested need more
cautious consideration. For example, one of her
suggestions to disperse these people (o avoid
their concentration al asingle place, is likely o
pose more problems for them. The suggestion
for allotment of land to these people for culti-
vation, needs to keep in mind the lack of an
agricultural tradition. The presentation of issnes
from the perspective of Yerukula is welcome,
but the view point of non-Yerukula is also im-
portant to deal with the dynamics of the setting
in which the Yerukula are to be integrated into
the main stream society.

Field workers are well aware of the practical
problems of collecting sensitive information.
The vivid description given by the author about
the types of crimes, beliefs associated with
criminal activities, instruments and weapons
used in crime reveal the in-depth information
obtained by the researcher from these ex-crim-
inal groups. The narration made by the author
is supported by extensive use of documents,
reports, data collected through field work and
a variety of sources, The author has rightly
brought out that there is no significant associa-
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tion between fathers' and sons” criminal activi-
ty. The most significant observation made by
the author is that, though the beginnings of the
crime are rooied in economic compulsions, a
slage comes later, where crime is nol correlat-
cd with poveriy alone. Respectable people such
as police and political leaders who enjoy the
fruits of the crime develop a vesied interest in
the continuation of crime making it impossible
fior the ex-criminal communities o come out of
the vicious circle. This book is extremely use-
ful to social scientists and all those who are in-
vildved 1n the reform and rehabilitation of ex-
criminal communities.
Venkata Ran
Depaarrnpent af Anthropoltegy, University of Hyde rebad,
Hoyeleralad SO0 048, Andhra Pradech, Indic

Jaspal Singh (ed.), Sociery, Culture and
Socio-cultral Change. Mew Delhi: National
Book Organisation, 1996, Pp.i-XX + 331
Rs.350¢=

The book under review has exciting collec-
tiom of articles and papers published/presented
by the author in several journals - Indian and
Foreign - and in seminars/symposia. Most of
the collections are author’s own and a few are
Joint writings with Prof.C. Rajagopalan who
served as a role-model for Prof.Jaspal Singh
throughout his career as a student first and lat-
er as a dedicated teacher.

The topics covered by the book are varied -
from methodology to theory and from theory o
application. I am pleasantly surprized o read a
chapter om logic of research with a nostalgia. In
my early vears of college life I swdied logic as
a compulsory subject. Though the subject by
itsell was interesting there was little realization
ol ils uselulness by the peer groups. Only when
I vook up research and weaching as my career the
uselulness of the knowledge of logic and logi-
cal procedures became abundantly clear. Still
later when [ taught research methodology to
senior students and research scholars [ realized
the tragedy of abandoning the study of logic as
a subject in colleges in Tamil Nadu from where
we got most of our students for Masters and
other research programmes. Though the study
of sociology has been emphasizing on objec-
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tivity, relativism, and skepticism as canons of
science in practice it was hard o inbibe these
cunons inta the minds of students who were
deeply entrenched in ethnocentrism and accept-
ed stereotypes as valid sources of knowledge.
We attempied o correct this situation by offer-
ing courses in logic and Prof Rajagopalan was
a pioneer in this effort. Therefore it is quite nat-
ural that I am elated to see this chapter. You
find an introduction of all the basic concepts in
logic in the chapter and they are explained with
suitable examples from cvervday life particu-
larly from Indian events and situations.

This chapter is followed by some excursions
into Max Weber's contribution 1o sociological
theory. By virtue of his knowledge in German
language and having read the originals in Ger-
man Prof. Jazpal Singh has the unique disting-
tion of explaining Weberian concepts and the-
ory in his own simple style which will even
make the layman to understand them with such
facility that no one can miss the essentials of
Weber,

In the same fashion he elucidates the contri-
butions of the Frankfurt School to social
thought. He siarts with its historical antecedents
and by gradual progression goes on Lo the com-
plexity of the thought processes of this school,
Better part of this elucidation is his critigue
which runs through the whaole exposition.

Some of the selections are the extended ver-
sions of his own reviews of books writien both
in English and in German language. Notable
among them are the ones on Culture, National
Integration and India and China.

On the applied side of social change in India
he focuses on the Sikhs of Punjab and draws his
data through field work and draws a very inter-
esting and valid inferences. The analysis deals
with social structure of Sikhs, Sikh leadership,
their marriage practices, power elites among
Sikhs and agricultural practices based on inno-
vations. All these analyses show how Sikhs as
adominant socio-religious group transformed
Funjab into a progressi ve well developed state
in India.

There are also a few articles which do not
have a direct relevance to the theme of the
book. But he has handled them skilliully and
linked to the theme of social change in terms
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ol Tuturistic needs, This refers to the articles
on German Trade Unions and Japanese Man-
agement. However he is of the clear view that
Japanese Management does not suil India as
Indian social milieu is totally different from
the social milieu of Japan and | would agree
with him as one who has had an opportumity
observe their social life pattern overtime,

It waruld bie unfair ifone fails 1o say anything
about the epilogue of the book. Tt is jointly wril-
ten with Prof, Rajagopalan. It s a thorough
going essay analysing various dimensions of
Indian society - historical, economic, social and
political - with a value loaded perspective.
While the analysis is impartial the suggestions
are subjective and personal, One may not agree
with all their views but noone could doubt their
academic sincerity.

Om the whole this book 15 a readable one for
the layman as well as for the expert. The free
Mowing language and precise expressions are
the additional strengths of this book, T am sure
the book will be widely read by the acadermic
communitly with great appreciation and [ have
ni hesitation in recommending this book to fel-
o social scienlists,

K. Venkatarainam
Dreprrrment of Soecislogy. Merdfurai Kaamaraj
University, Madural, Tamil Nadi, fadia

Katy Gardner and David Lewis, 1996,
Anthropelogy, Development and the Post-
Maodern Challenge. London: Fluto Press. pp.
xvi+ 192

The recent popularity of buzz-words in de-
velopment discourse like “empowerment”™ or
"civil society” and ascendancy of the “partici-
patory"/hottoms-up” approaches and the
downfall of 'modernization'V neo-hMarxist’ the-
ories and of the top-down'Firickle-down' ap-
proaches, have created a demand for anthro-
pological knowledge. The demand for anthro-
pologically-oriented-actors (AoAs) is equally
strong from bigger (World Bank), intermedi-
ate (NGOs) and smaller (grassroots organiza-
tions) studios making newer versions of the
film called "development”. At this crucial
juncture, the supply side is struggling o match
the ever increasing demand for AoAs. The net
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result is that some are hiring "others™ in an-
thropological clothings, or “half-baked” an-
thropologists, whereas some have asked their
existing staff to simple use anthropological
jargon as a "make-up” to claim that they are
"people-centred”. Main problems for the sup-
ply-side (most of the colleges or universities
teaching anthropology) are ; their lack of
awareness aboul the current debates or " fash-
ions" going on in "development”, mainly be-
cause of non-availability of a conscise text
book on the subject and their colleagues in ac-
ademic settings, o enrich the discipline of an-
thropology and the science of human develop-
ment,

The book under review, by Gardner and
Lewis, has filled up the above referred exist-
ing vaccum within anthropology, The book is
a well balanced synthesis of authors” experi-
ences in different settings, as academics and
practitioners. Claim of the authors' that the
hook is first "to bring together the various his-
tories, opinions and debates which have
emerged during the relationships between de-
velopment and anthropologists in the comem-
porary period” seems justified. The book has
heen published as a part of an Anthropelogy,
Culture and Society series of the Pluto Press
under the series editorship of Richard Wilson,
Some of the other titles under the series are :
Waormen of a Lesser Cost, Ethnicity and Na-
tionalism and Power and ity Disguises.

Tomake the readers comfortable, the authors
have placed at the beginning of the book a Glos-
sary of terms used as "development jargon” and
"anthropology jargon”, before starting the sev-
en-chaptered journey in the Anthropolegy,
Development and the Post Modern Challenge,
The opening Chapter-1 "Anthropology, Devel-
opment and the Crisis of Modernity " {pp. 1-25)
is an overview of the history, meaning and the-
ories of development rom colonial, post-colo-
nial era of the present age of post-modernity.
Problems posed by the Post-Modernists, like
challenging the basic tenet of anthropology's
claim lo represent and understand diverse soci-
elies objectively and various other concepts and
theories of development are all parts of this
chapter. The authors have provided a sketch a
historical back ground of applied anthropology,
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itsoriginin UK and USA in Chapter 2 " Apply-
ing Anthropology - an historical background”
ipp. 26-49). It also deals with the gradual
change in applied anthropology's focus from
social change o applied, action and advocacy
anthropology,

The social, cultwral and gendered effects of
economic change; issues like urbanization, de-
tribalization, capitalism and world systems and
various faciors reponsible for the failure of de-
velopment projects have been dealt in Chapter
3 "The Anthropology of Development’ {pp. 50-
Th). Seven case siudies on different develop-
ment projects from different parts of the "third
world” constituie the Chapter 4 (pp. 77-102).
These case highlight the importance of factors
like "access” and "control” over resources by
different competing communities in a social
setting, considered by most of the development
experis generally as a homogeneous group.
"Like the people to be developed, the develop-
ment policies and practicies are also heteroge-
neous”, is the hasic theme of Chapter 5 {pp. 103-
127). The meaning and scope of popular terms
like community development, participation,
NGOs, targetl groups, participatory research
methodologies, empowerment, farming sys-
tems research, "women in development” (WIDY
and “gender and development” (GAD) have
been explained in this chapter.

Dilemmas faced by anthropologists, while
playing differeni role within the development
industry, based on three empirical sifuations,
and the related issue of ethics have been dealt
in Chapter 6 (pp. 128-152). Authors' have
tried to answer queries like "how should an-
thropologists become involved? and “how to
avoid co-option by the development dis-
course?" in the concluding Chapter 7 "Beyond
Development”™ (pp. 153-168). While admit-
ting that anthropology netither holds all the
situations nor suffers any simple formula for
bringing positive change, the authors have
highlighted the power of analytical insights of
anthropology to reveal complex, even hidden,
relationships. Anthropologisis have been
urged to question the processes or games go-
ing on in the name of development and to keep
challenging the social and political relations
of poverty and inequalities and to apply an-
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thropolagy for a better world,

Undoubtedly, the pains taken by the authors
Lo bring out the much needed text on the inter-
face between anthropology and development,
backed by a number of caze studies and a strong
bibliography, in a sleck volume is a yeomen
service o the discipline of anthropology. How-
ever, there are some angularities in the text
which mav be taken care of in the next edition
of the book. Like the meaning of social devel-
opment given in Glossary as "a new term used
in the UK w describe the ...." reads like a Brit-
icentric expression, particularly when a World
Summit on Social Development has been orga-
nized recently, While dealing with origin and
changes in the applied anthropology field, one
feels that reference to the Local Practicing Or-
ganizations which have come up in the last de-
cade, orso, should have been mentioned, along-
with a reference to the publications of journals
like the Practicing Anthropoelogy fromUSA and
the Anthrapalogy in Acrion from UK. Sitwation
of applied anthropology in India refers (o its
engagement mainly with tribals alone. Actual-
ly much water has flown under the river Gang-
es by now. A list of the members of the Network
of Practicing Anthropologists and Related Sci-
entists (NETPARS) - a society registered re-
cently (1995) in Mew Delhi, shows that work of
applied anthropologists now spans from space
research to the study of workers in mines. With
these minor exceptions, the book has come out
beautifully and is a must for anybody interest-
ed in human development, Incidentally, in a
participatory mood or in a Participatory Book
Appraisal mode, some of the undergraduate stu-
dents of anthropology and sociology in the
University of Wales Swansea, who have been
prescribed this book, were interviewed by the
reviewer and most of the students found the
hook very useful.

The book is recommended Lo students, re-
searchers and teachers of anthropology and re-
lated disciplines and to all practitioners, poli-
cy scientists and planners engaged in the field
of human development.

Lalit Kumar

FPlanning Cemiiesion, New Delhi, Tndia

(Crurrent Address : Cenrre for Development Studies,
University af Wales Swansen, Swansea SA2 8PP, UK)





