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The hook under review is one of a senes on
contemporary society published as Festschrift
to honour Prof. 5. N.Ratha who spent his life-
tme for dedicated teaching and research in
Social Anthropology i the Eastern part of In-
dia. Prof Ratha's penchant for quality in re-
search is reflected well by the editors in the
choice of papers (o this volume. This is a fitting
tribute to a scholar of his standing.

The editors Prof.Georg  Pletfer and Dr. [
K.Behera have crossed the wraditional and cus-
tomary houndaries of the discipline of their
own and invited scholars from heterogenous
backgrounds - from Social Anthropology to
Social Work, Psychiatry and Clinical Psychol-
ogy - and crossed oceans - from the Pacific to
the Indian Oicean - who have a special concem
foor thie children of the world w contribuie w the
volume. This itself is a welcome change as a
real wholistic view of contemporary social re-
ality can never be undersiood within the walls
of a single discipline. This is a refreshing phe-
noamenoa o secil seience research in India and
a model to be emulated by all social scientisis,

The book contains 22 papers divided inito
eight sections organised in a logical order start-
ing with the positive aspects of introducing the
field and then on w legal dimensions of chil-
dren’s rights. Then comes the deviant dimen-
sions like child abuse, streel children, problem
of the garl child i developing societies; special
problems dealing with emotions and behaviour
problems arising out of ethnicity in school, and
sexual problems. Papers presented by Jens
Ovortrup, Brian Milne, Hemne Sunker, Lucia
Rabello de Castro, Ferran Casas, and Georg
Pleffer, deal with issues of "child hood' as a con-
cept; muting of children’s expression; margin-
alisntion of child's position; non-participation
of children in "child research”; politics of child
hood; indeterminacy and misery of reducing

human possibilities of children’s range of val-
ues and norms; the need for a new children’s
paradigm for understanding their problems and
the binary dimensions of genertion - sets and
K00 0,

Each one of these papers are thought provok-
ing and opens into an unexplored area of soci-
ology of children. This awakening among so-
cial scientists, particularly among sociologisis
has resulted m the creation of a working group
=113 Sociology of Childbood of the Internation-
al Sociological Association. Many of the con-
tributors to this volume belong w s working
group and they have presented their case in a
scholarly way, though many of their arguments
and concepts reflect their own experiences of
the highly individualised, consumerist, westem
societies,

The contributions on India from  Pleffer,
D.K_Behera and Jayashree Mishra, and Indira
are guite interesting and provoke us into scep-
tical thinking on current views of the problems
addressed. Pfeffer’s concepts like "Age-sels’,
"CGreneration - sets’, and his explanation of the bi-
mary character of the rles concerned with mar-
ricd adults and those applied o unmarried
youths are new and refreshing vis-a-vis the
views of Vermer Elwing of yester years.

Brehera and Mishra walk about Indian child-
liownd interms of the traditional cultural con-
strucis and the culiural sterectypes sanctioned
by religion. They deal with the varried dimen-
sions of the fife of girl child in India like female
infanticide, cultural prescrplions and proscrip-
tions, child marriage, the practices of sail, wid-
o liood, Bealth and nutrition, child Babour, cd-
ucation of girls and child prostitution. They give
empirical evidences from secondary sOurces t
suppaort their view points,

Indira’s focus too is on girl child. She brings
her findings in numerical values o support her
arguments on the neglect of girl children in In-
dian from the womb o tomb. She argues infavour
of change of laws, increasing female literacy
through special progrommes, educating the
peneral socicty o consider girls and women s
equals (o men and 20 on. She fecls that these
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ellorts will make their situation better.,

The experience from Latin America, Europe
and Morth America are equally thought provok-
ing and scholarly. The data are drawn through
empirical research from the larger society and
froam climcal situations of insttutions.

U the whole reading this book isa stimulat-
ing exercise, a5 the papers are wrilten in lucid
readable English taking us (o the reality of
childhood, as a phenomenon for serious study
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and research,

The book is neatly brought out confirming 1o
intermational siandards by the publishers and 1
am sure the book will receive scholarly respect
from the peer groups in social sciences as well
as peers in the related disciplines.

. K. Venkstarainam
Depariment of Sociology, Madurod Kamaraj University,
Madurai 625 021, Tamil Nady, India
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ILis against the policy of our journal t publish unsolicited reviews. If you are interested in
reviewing books for Jeurnal of Social Sciences, please write directly o the Managing Edi-
tor of the journal, specifying your field of interest. Y ou may review recently published bookS
edited volume after obtaining permission from the Managing Editor. The review should bring
out both the susbstance and value of the book, besides providing a judgement on its success in
achieving its aims, In your réview, think of the book as a whole, its most interesting lines of
argument. Do not write an abstract or a chapter by chapter outling. We appreciate a purposive
and caoncise review which focus on the contenis of ihe book,

While reviewing, the following quesiions may be kept in mind :

. What is the originality of the book 7

Dogs the book have a clear methodology 7

. What 15 the guality of suthor's research and resources 7
. How is the organizational pan of the book !

- Where does it G i s Geld i social sciences 7
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