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ABSTRACT This study focused on to determining the psychosocial facfextiafy the teaching and learning of introductory
technology in junior secondary schools in ljebu-Ode Local Government area of taga)iNgjeriaThree research questions

and three hypotheses were formulated to guide the.sStuwdyhundred students (one hundred males and one hundred and
females) were used for the stu@ata were collected through questionnaire. Mean, standard deviation and t-test were the
statistical tools used for the analysitie study established that thefdience between the responses of male and female
students on how the school, home and interest facilitates the teaching and learning of introductory technology was not significant.
The study concluded that the school, home and the interest of the students facilitate the teaching and learning of introductory
technology

INTRODUCTION levels may be attributed more to home and in-
terest than to school fi#frences. Cultural and
The Federal Government of Nigeria in her psychosocial learning theories have not been
National Policy on Education (2004) sees in-used to explain the factordedting the perfor
troductory technology as one of the core sub-mance of students in the teaching and learning
jects to be déred at the Junior Secondary Schoolof introductory technologyThis is because no
level. Introductoryfechnology enables students literature has been established in this area of
to acquire knowledge and skills. Despite this,study However in order to promote &fctive
there are some psychosocial factors that are ateaching and learning of Introductorgchnol-
fecting the teaching and learning of Introduc- ogy, the school, home and the interest of the
tory Technology students are pertinent factors that must be con-
It should be noted that no great cornerstonesidered.
of our understanding about the psychosocial fac- According to Cohen et al. (2003), school fees
tors afecting the teaching and learning of In- constitute an important for schools and repre-
troductoryTechnology is either erected or over sent potential for creating an enabling teaching
thrown. Psychosocial factor is referred to theand learning environment Cohen et al. further
psychological and social factors that may or marstated that school with few financial resources
the study of a subject or coursghe school, tend to perform poorly in relation to school with
home background and the interest of the stugreater finances. Oyenuga (2007) linked poor
dent stand out as strong variables in explainingeaching and learning to shortage of qualified
variation in the teaching and learning of intro- teachers and this accounted for poor academics
ductory technologyAgain, it could not be es- performances in secondary schools. Oyenuga
tablished that dferences among school related (2007) also attributed the poor teaching and
arrangements bear any direct simple universalearning in secondary schools to inadequate
relationship to teaching and learning of Intro- material and infrastructural resources which are
ductory Technology performance especially below expectation with some schools having few
when the home and interest factors are held conclassroom accommodations without windows,
stant. poor spacing and crowded seats. Okonkwo
Consequentlyit should be noted that most (2010) attributed the students’ poor academic
students get a lot out of school, the highest variaperformance to indiscipline in schools and low
tions in the teaching and learning of Introduc- level of educational standard. From the above,
tory Technology is observed around that basicit is pertinent to say that the school is a psy-
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chosocial factor that may fefct the teaching and  students in the teaching and learning of Intro-
learning of Introductoryrfechnology in Nigeria ductoryTechnology in recent times as many stu-
secondary public schools. dents fail in the Junior Secondary School final
On the issue of the home as a psychosociaéxamination despite the strength of the rapid
factor in the teaching and learning which canspread of technology around the wofltie low
also make or mar students’ performance,performance of the students in Introductory
Oyenuga (2007) gued that good home back- Technology may be attributed to many factors
ground and conducive environment tends tosuch as school, home and interest. Howeter
promote students academic performarj#ta  extent to which these variables facilitate the
and Olutola (2007) viewed that the state of theteaching and learning of IntroductoFgchnol-
home afects the individual since the parents areogy is not certainThe study therefore, exam-
the first socializing agents in an individual life. jned the psychosocial factorgexfting the teach-
This according to Okonkwo (2010) is becausejng and learning of Introductofjechnology in

the family background and concern of a child secondary schools in liebu Ode Local Govern-
affect his reaction to life situations and his level mentArea of Ogun &ite, Nigeria.

of performance. Okonkwo (2010) also sees the

home as having a great influence on the stupyrpose of the 8udy

dents’ psychological, emaotional, social and eco-

nomic state. Howeveone could deduce thatthe e purpose of the study is to examine the

home is a recognized psychosocial factor havygychosocial factors fefcting the teaching and
ing a lot of influence in teaching and leaming jearming of IntroductoryTechnology in junior
of various subjects in which Introductorgch- secondary schools in ljebu Ode Local Govern-

nology is of no exception. o o
On the issue of interest, the home plays qrp]gnstﬁjrgiS();l%%?([]o&:;t:t,el?lr:?iﬁgg. Specifically

significant role in this regard as many parents the extent to which the school facilitate the

may discourage or encourage their children to-" o5 ohing and learning of introductory tech-
wards a particular subject or careeachers nology:

2,:38 e'?:ﬂ'naas'ganrgfjgtr rsod%_ |er::tth|en 'gtesiﬁgt Oga? . the extent to which the home facilitate the
P Ject. ¥ learning of introductory technology

ried out by Fakunade (1993), it was reported . .
that students’ hatred for some school subjects: the €xtent to which the interest of the
students facilitate the learning of intro-

was a result of poor instructional strategies by

the teachers. In order to facilitate teaching and ~ ductory technology
learning of Introductorffechnologyinterest of .
the students is also a relevant factor (Oyenug&eseach Questions

2010). Chukwu (2002) stated that interest has . .
been viewed as emotionally oriented behaviorafl- HOw does the school facilitate the teaching

trait which determines a studentvhim and and learning of introductory technology?
vigour in tackling educational programmes or 2- In what ways does the home famhtgtte the
other activitiesTherefore, interest is anfaé- learning of introductory technology~

tive behaviour that can be aroused and sustainedr How does the interest of the students
in teaching and learning through motivation and  facilitate the learning of introductory tech-
appropriate teaching technique. It has been  nology?

widely acknowledged in technical and voca-

tional acquisition research that the learning ofReseach Hypotheses

IntroductoryTechnology is an inseparable sub- ) o .

set of technical education as the school; homéd. There is no significant diérence between
and interest may influence the perception of the  the responses of male and female students

society on the subject. on how the school facilitates the teaching
and learning of introductory technology
Satement of the Pooblem 2. There is no significant diérence between

the responses of male and female students
It is a known fact that there is a decline in on how the home facilitates the learning of
the academic performance of secondary school introductory technology
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3. There is no significant diérence between tion of the same universityrhe experts were
the responses of male and female studentsequired to critically examine the items in the
on how the interests of the student facilitateinstrument and make useful suggestions to im-
the learning of introductory technolagy  prove the quality of the instrumeitte experts’
suggestions and corrections were taken into con-

METHODOLOGY sideration in the final draft of the questionnaire.
Reseach Design Reliability of the Research Instrument
The research design for this study is & sur  The reliability of the instrument was deter
vey design. mined by using Cronbadckipha reliability tech-
nique. Cronbachlpha technique measures the
Population and Sample internal consistency of the questionnaire items.

The questionnaire was administered to hundred

The population for this study covered all (100) students in the schools not selected for
public junior secondary school students in ljebu-the study Their responses were used to deter
Ode local Governmentrea of Ogun-fte, Ni-  mine the Cronbach alpha reliability cteient
geria. Five junior secondary schools were ran-of the instrumenfThe reliability coeficient was
domly selected from the thirteen schools in thecalculated to be 0.83.
Local Governmerrea. Forty respondents were
randomly selected from each of the five schoolsProcedure for Data Collection
totaled two hundred students (one hundred

males and one hundred and females). The questionnaire was administered in the
classroom during school hours with the help of
Reseach Instrument a research assistant in each school selected for

the studyAll the 200 copies of the question-
The major research instrument used was aaire were collected after filing.
guestionnaire developed by the researchers, the
investigators made use of structured questionMethod of DataAnalysis
naire where the respondents were required to
select answers from the alternative givéhe Mean and standard deviation were used to
guestionnaire consists of three (3) main sepaanswer the research questions while the hypoth-
rate sectionsThe first section (sectiof)) con-  eses were analyzed using t-test statistical tech-
sists of six questions on how the school facili- niques at a significance level of 0.@5mean of
tate the teaching and learning of Introductory2.50 and above was taken as an index of agree-
Technology while section B consists of five ques-ment while a mean of below 2.50 was taken as
tions on how the home facilitate the teachingan index of disagreement.
and learning of Introductoryechnology Sec-
tion C consists of six questions on how interest RESULTS
of the students facilitates the teaching and learn-
ing of introductory technologyrhe instrument Reseach Question 1
adopted a modified forpoint Likert scale with
response ranging fromr8nglyAgree (4) Agree How does the school facilitate the teaching
(3), and Disagree (2) tardngly Disagree (1). and learning of introductory technology?
Table 1 shows the responses of male and fe-
Validity of the Reseach Instrument male students on how the school facilitated the
teaching and learning of introductory technol-
The instrument was subjected to face andogy. Item 1 revealed that both male (Mean =
content validation by two experts. One expert2.14) and female (Mean = 2.10) students dis-
was from the Department &focational and agreed with the statement that not all their in-
Technical Educationlai Solarin University of troductory technology teachers are hardworking.
Education, ljagun, Ogunt&e, Nigeria and the Onitem 2, both male and female students agreed
other expert was in Measurement and Evaluathat their schools did not have adequate facili-
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Table 1: Responses of male and female students on how the school facilitated the teaching and learning afdnictory
technology

S. ltems Male Female Remark
No. X sD X sD
1. Allmyintroductory technology teachers 2.14 1.12 2.10 1.15 Disagreed

are hardworking and this motivates me
during introductory technology class.
2. My school did not have adequate facilities 3.25 0.94 3.22 0.97 Agreed
for introductory technology due to the school
few financial resources which makes the
students to perform poorly in relation to
school with greater finances.
3. The students in my school are well 1.86 1.05 1.86 1.01 Disagreed
supervised by the teachers in order to see
what they do and what is expected of them
thereby hindering my performance in intro-
ductory technology
4. My school is not equipped with qualified 3.45 0.78 3.38 0.92 Agreed
introductory technology teachers which in-
creases my interest and understanding in
introductory technology
5. The atmosphere of the location of my school 3.35 0.80 3.29 0.89 Agreed
is not conducive enough thereby making my
learning in introductory technology not very
easy
6. My introductory technology teacher has 3.45 0.91 3.39 0.99 Agreed
not been encouraging me in the learning of
introductory technology and this deterred my
performance in introductory technology
Average 2.91 0.95 2.87 0.98

ties for introductory technology due to few fi- tively) agreed that their introductory technol-
nancial resources which makes the students togy teachers have not been encouraging them
perform poorly in relation to school with greater in learning introductory technology and this
finances with a mean of 3.25 and 3.22 respecedeterred their performances in the subject..
tively.

The mean responses of male and female stuReseach Hypothesis 1
dents on item 3 were 1.86 and 1.86 respectively
This shows that the students disagreed that they There is no significant dérence between the
have not been properly supervised by the teachresponses of male and female students on how
ers in order to see that they do and what is exthe school facilitates the teaching and learning
pected of them thereby hindering their perfor of introductory technology
mance in introductory technologitem 4 re- From Table 2, the t-calculated Xtis 0.29
vealed that both male and female students (Meawhich is less than the table value of 1.97 at 0.05
= 3.45 and 3.38 respectively) agreed that theillevel of significanceThis shows that the défr-
schools were not equipped with qualified intro- ence between the responses of male and female
ductory technology teachers and this reducestudents on how the school facilitates the teach-
their interest and understanding in introductorying and learning of Introductoffechnology was
technology not significant.Therefore, hypothesis 1 is ac-

Item 5 shows that both male ad female stu-cepted.
dents (Mean = 3.35 and 3.29 respectively)
agr.eed that the atmosphere of the. location Ofl'able 2: t-test of significance on how the school facilitates
their schools are not other conducive therebye teaching and learning of intoductory technology
?Oilijggytggsliarmng of introductory technology Verabe N X Sp 1. T, Dof sf

Item 6 indicated that the both male and fe-Male 100 291 093 029 197198 0.05
male students (Mean = 3.45 and 3.39 respeczémale 100 2.87 0.98
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Table 3: Responses of male and female students on how the home facilitated the learning obisitictory technology

S. Iltems Male Female Remark
No. X SD X SD
7. My home is very conducive for reading as we have 3.08 1.06 3.15 0.93 Agreed

a mini library which helps me to study introductory
technology better
8. My parents always teach me what | ddaiow in 3.26 0.90 3.43 0.85 Agreed
introductory technology assignment and this makes
me to perform well in introductory technology
9. My parents never provided for my educational needs 1.86 1.05 1.86 1.01 Disagreed
such as textbooks resulting in my negative interest in
introductory technology
10. My parents sometimes send me on an errand or 1.76 0.99 1.55 0.90 Disagreed
hawking making it dficult for me to do my
assignment thereby leading to my poor performances
in introductory technology
11. My parents encourage me to watch JETS programmes 3.35 0.90 3.38 0.92 Agreed
on television so as to develop more interest in
introductory technology
12. My parents pay attention to the technical terms | 3.42 0.87 3.44 0.80 Agreed
use whenever | study at home and do correct my
mistakes which positively influences my results in
introductory technology
Average 2.72 0.92 2.75 0.89

Reseach Question 2 dents (Mean = 3.35 and 3.38 respectively)
agreed that their parents always encourage them
In what ways does the home facilitate theto watch JETS programmes on television so as
learning of introductory technology? to develop more interest in introductory tech-
Table 3 showed the responses of male andhology Item 12 indicated that the both male and
female students on how the home facilitated théemale students (Mean = 3.42 and 3.44 respec-
learning of introductory technology tively) agreed that their parents pay attention to
Item 7 onTable 3 revealed that both male the technical terms used whenever they study at
(Mean = 3.08) and female (Mean = 3.15) stu-home and do correct their mistakes which posi-
dents agreed that their homes were very condutively influences their results in introductory
cive for reading as they have mini libraries technology
which help them to study introductory technol- )
ogy betterOn item 8, both male and female stu- Reseach Hypothesis 2
dents agreed that their parents always teach them ) o ]
what they do not know in their introductory tech-  There is no significant dérence between the
nology assignment and this made them te per’€Sponses of male and female students on how
form well in introductory technology with mean the home facilitates the teaching and learning
of 3.26 and 3.43 respectively of introductory technology .
The mean responses of male and female stu- From Table 4, the t-calculated Xtis 0.23
dents on item 9 were 1.50 and 1.56 respectivelyVNich is less than the table value of 1.97 at 0.05
This indicated that the students disagreed th vel of significanceThis indicates that the dif-

their parents never provided for their educational er?nc? %etvxéeen t?\e retshpor;]ses 0]]: m_ﬁetandmfe—
needs such as textbooks resulting in their neg nale students on how theé nome faciiitates the

tive interest in introductory technolaggem 10 a]ga_lrning of introductory technology was not sig-
revealed that both male and female Studemglflcant.Therefore, hypothesis 2 is accepted.

(Mean - 1.76 and 1.55 r(_espectlvely) dlsagr(:"edrable 4: t-test of significance on how the home facilitates
that their parents sometimes sent them on athe earning of introductory technology

errand or hawking making it di€ult for them ,

to do their assignment thereby leading to their@"ale N X SD t t df f

poor performances in introductory technology Male 100 272 092 023 197198 0.05
ltem 11 shows that both male ad female sty-7émale 100 275 0.89
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Table 5: Responses of male and female students on how the ietgs of the student facilitate the learning of intoductory
technology

S. Iltems Male Female Remark

No. X SD X SD

13. 1do not always feel happy when the introductory 1.54 1.03 1.44 0.82 Disagreed
technology teacher is not around.

14. | prefer any other subject to introductory technology 1.73 0.86 1.57 0.91 Disagreed
because the teaching is not interesting.

15. 1do notlike missing introductory technology 3.51 0.82 3.46 0.92 Agreed

16. 1do not like the introductory technology periodtobe 2.17 11 1.84 1.02 Disagreed
a double period because it leads to boredom.

17. Atmy free periods | like studying introductory 3.42 0.76 3.36 0.91 Agreed
technology on my own.

18. llike participating in introductory technology 1.77 0.98 2.82 0.56 Agreed
class because | find it easier than any other subject

Average 2.35 0.92 241 0.85

Research Question 3 Reseach Hypothesis 3

How does the interest of the students facili- There is no significant diérence between the

tate the learning of introductory technology? responses of male and female students on how
Table 5 indicated the responses of male andhe interests of the student facilitate the learn-

female students on how the interest of the stuing of introductory technology

dents contributed to the teaching and the learn- From Table 6, the t-calculated Xtis 0.46

ing of introductory technology which is less than the table value of 1.97 at 0.05
Item 13 onTable 5 showed that both male level of significanceThis reveals that the dif-

(Mean = 1.54) and female (Mean = 1.44) stu-ference between the responses of male and fe-

dents disagreed that they were not always happgnale students on how the interests of the stu-

when their introductory technology teachersdent facilitate the learning of introductory tech-

were not around. On item 14, both male andnology was not significanfherefore, hypoth-

female students responses shows that they desis 3 is accepted.

not prefer any other subject to introductory tech-

nology because the teaching is interesting withrable 6: t-test of significance on how the intests of the

a mean of 1.73 and 1.57 respectively students facilitate the learning of introductory
ltem 15 showed that the mean response of*<h°1o%Y

both male and female students were 3.51 andariable N X~ sb T T, Df Sf

3.46 respectivelylhis revealed that the students male 100 2.35 0.92 0.46 1.97 198 0.05

agreed that they do like attending introductoryFemale 100 2.41 0.85

technology lessons.. Item 16 revealed that both

male and female students (Mean=2.17 and 1.84 DISCUSSION

respectively) disagreed that they not like the

introductory technology period and the reason |nTable 1, the responses of the students (both

for their likeness is that the double period doesmale and female) shows that they disagreed that

not leads to boredom due to the practical worktheir introductory technology teachers are hard-

they engaged in. working and the consequence of this is that the
Item 17 indicated that both male and femalestudents will loose interest in the subject couple

students (Mean = 3.42 and 3.36 respectively)with the fact that their schools did not have ad-

agreed that they do like studying introductory equate facilities for introductory technology due

technology on their own at their free periods.to the school few financial resources which

Item 18 showed that the male students (Mean smakes to perform poorly in relation to schools

1.77) disagreed that they do like participatingwith greater financesThe students responses

in introductory technology class because theycorroborates Cohen et al. (2003) that school with

found the subject not interesting while the fe-few financial resources tend to perform poorly

male students (Mean = 2.82) agreed that introin relation to school with greater finances. Item

ductory technology is easy to learn. 3 in Table 1 reveals that the students have not
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been properly supervised by the teachers-n orthe students in introductory technology made
der to see what they do and what is expected ahem to study the subject on their own during
them due to the fact that their schools were notheir free periods and this improved their-par
equipped with qualified introductory technol- ticipation in classTable 5 also shows that the
ogy teachersThe responses corroborates male students do not always find introductory
Oyenuga (2007) that linked poor teaching andtechnology very interesting like their female
learning to shortage of qualified teachers andcounterparts that were interested in the subject
this accounted for students poor academics pefand found it easy to learithis response did
formances in introductory technolaghable 2  not agree with Ogbonna (2003) findings as cited
reveals that there was no significanfeliétnce in Musa (2006) orthe effect of constructivist
between male and female students on how th@structional approach on senior secondary
school facilitates the teaching and learning ofschool students’ achievement and interest in
introductory technology mathematicsThe result shows that the interest
In Table 3 the responses of the students rescore for males was higher than the female. Fi-
vealed that their homes were very conducive fomally, Table 6 reveals that there was no signifi-
reading as this assisted them in their studiescant diference between male and female stu-
This response agreed with Oyenuga (2007) thatlents on how the interests of the students facili-
conducive environment tends to promote stu-tate the learning of introductory technology
dents academic performanceable 3 as well
reveals that parents’ involvement in engaging CONCLUSION
in teaching their students at home, and assist-
ing in putting the students through their vari- Based on the above, the study hereby con-
ous assignments given to them made some afluded that the school, home and interest of the
them to perform well in introductory technol- students facilitates the teaching and learning of
ogy. The response agreed wifila and Olutola  introductory technology
(2007) that the state of the homéeafs the in-
dividual since the parents are the first socializ- RECOMMENDA TIONS
ing agents in an individual life. Control of tele-
vision programmes which are not educative The study hereby recommended as follows:
made many of the students concentrate on theifl) Adequate facilities such as introductory
studies Also, parents encourage their children technology laboratory/workshop should be
to watch JETS programmes on television that  provided in the school.
made the students to develop more interest irf2) The teachers should be monitored so as to
introductory technologyParents paying atten- be regular in class to deliver their teaching
tion to the technical terms used by their chil- and the students should be monitored in
dren whenever they are studying at home and class as well to avoid truancy
did correct their mistakes positively influenced (3) Qualified introductory technology teachers
their results in introductory technolagyble 4 should be employed.
shows that there was no significantfelience  (4) The home should have a mini library
between male and female students on how the equipped with introductory technology
home facilitates the learning of introductory textbooks to assist the students to study

technology better
Table 5 revealed that the students were no{5) Parents should assist to put their children
always happy when their introductory technol- through in their assignment.

ogy teachers were not arourithis is an indi- (6) Parents should provide educational needs
cation that they love attending introductory tech- ~ such as textbooks as this can develop the
nology classes at all time§.his made the stu- study interest of the students in introductory
dents to prefer introductory technology to any  technology

other subjects because it was taught very wel(7) Parents should desist from sending their
and as such, they do not like missing the period  children on hawking and unnecessarily
as it improves their knowledge technologically errand as well.

thereby preferring introductory technology pe- (8) More periods should be allocated to intro-
riod to be a double periodgain, the interest of ductory technology classes.
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