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ABSTRACT Smuggling is one of the major factors undermining the economy of Nigaigbehaviour is aided partly by the
multi-border nature of the country with multiple entry and exit points (legal and ill@galzountry shares land borders with
Cameroon, Benin Republic, Republiclafgo, Chad and marine border with Equitorial Guinea. In a bid to stem the tide of
smuggling, successive governments in Nigeria have put up a number of measures and legislation in addition to empowering the
Nigeria Custom Service, yet the phenomenon has continued unalfatestudy therefore, investigated some dispositional

factors (openness to experience, agreeableness, neuroticism, conscientiousness, extraversion, locus of control, risk taking
propensity and contextual factors (economic factors, family influence and peer influence) predicting smuggling behaviour
Two hundred smugglers were sampled in a cross-sectional survey using the snowball sampling technigue in two selected border
towns in Ogun tate, Nigeria. Participantage ranged from 20 — 60 years with a mean age of 37.13 and standard deviation of
8.43. Of the sample, 188 were males while 12 were females. Data was collected using a structured questionnaire comprising of
8 sections. Findings showed that all the independent variables jointly predicted smuggling behaviour (R =.88; R <

.05. Meanwhile, openness to experience, agreeableness, conscientiousness, did not independently predict smuggling behaviour
while extraversion and neuroticism did. It is thus recommended that government starts public awareness and re-orientation
programmes aimed at bringing about attitudinal change beginning from elementary schools in order to shapgribe emer
personalities positively

INTRODUCTION much the consumer is willing to pay and the
ability of the smuggler to suppl@ladeji (2010)
The Nigerian economy has gerfed a lot of  defines smuggling as the movement of goods
battering over the years; which hagkely been across national borders, without proper docu-
attributed to a number of factors ranging from mentations, sometimes under dangerous condi-
unarticulated economic policies, policy incon- tions, for the purpose of making money a
sistency corruption, unstable political environ- similar efort, Oladeji (2010) defines smuggling
ment as well as external political and economicas the clandestine importation and/or exporta-
influences (Oladeji 2010). One other major prob-tion of goods from one place to anoth&he
lem that is plaguing the countsyeconomy is goods in this context may be prohibited goods,
smuggling or parallel trade as it is called in someor the evasion of customs duties on legal goods
qguarters.This is robbing the nation of huge that are liable to dutccording to Defiem and
amount of revenue that should be derived from Kelly (2001) price disparities and tkfential
import duty and has also resulted in flooding customs duties between jurisdictions or across
the market with sub- standard, fake and expiredlifferent periods in time can determine the like-
products. Research has shown that smugglingihood of smuggling.
is one of the commonest crimes across Nige- Globally, smuggling is generating a lot of
rian borders and it also runs across West  concern because of both the economic and health
African sub-region (Akano 1986). implications; it depletes the economy of nations,
Smuggling as a subversive economic activ-constitute serious health hazards through sub-
ity is a behavior that has occurred ever sincestandard goods and in some instances déagh.
there were laws or moral codes that tax or for damaging dect of smuggling on global eco-
bid access to a specific person or objecikiWW nomy has necessitated a number of measures
pedia 201). It is pertinent to note that central put in place by government of nations in addi-
to the phenomenon of smuggling is the eco-tion to interborder collaborations and the idea
nomic pull of demand and supptonsideration of regional economic integration all in a bid to
is in terms of what the consumer demands, howonfront and discourage smuggling. However
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these measures seem not to eotive in the  both at the petty and commercial levaléhat
control of smuggling and its negativdesits on  then are the motivating and predisposing fac-
Nigeria. The prevalence and monstrous naturetors which make individuals to take the risk of
of smuggling is becoming quite overwhelming smuggling at the risk of their lives in addition
up to the point that some high rankindi@éls  to other hazardous consequences?
are becoming fatalistic in their thinking that the = Defiem and Kelly (2001) identified two types
phenomenon cannot be controlled. For instancepf smuggling, and a look at the Nigerian con-
Ahmed Faraj Saudi, Head of Egyptian Customstext shows that the two types are in operation.
Department was reported in Media EYE Middle This identification is premised on the level of
East (2010) as saying that no country can consocial oganization and they are petty smuggling
trol smuggling as it is a human behavior and commercial smuggling. Petty smuggling
The aforementioned fatalistic thinking pat- involves individuals who legally or illegally
tern although not verbally expressed by the aucross the borders to purchase goods at cheaper
thorities in Nigeria is implicit in various policy prices to be sold or for personal consumption,
changes and summersaults that regularly-chawhichever the case is, they often buy contra-
acterized the country'import laws. Successive band goods and/or fail to pay duty on non-con-
governments in Nigeria are constantly review-traband goods. Commercial smuggling on the
ing policy on importation, items on the impor other hand involves transportation ofjaiquan-
tation list, age of items like vehicles, machiner tities of goods which may be contrabands or non-
ies, and furniture that can be imported, all ofcontraband goods without payment of custom
these in response to the activities of smugglingduty to the appropriate authorifjhese two types
and smugglersA case in point was the ban on of smugglers are found (conspicuously) at al-
the importation of motor vehicles whose manu-most all legal and illegal land borders in Nige-
facture date was above ten yedrse govern- ria and the presence of law enforcement agents
ment later discovered that the regulation in-at these places is a pointer to the fact that cor
creased the activities of vehicle smugglers wharuption is a factor militating against thefat
make use of the numerous manned and unto fight smuggling.
manned borders in some instances with active Lichtenwald (2004) proposed a three phase
collusion with law enforcement agents to bring developmental smuggling model (DSMjc-
into the country vehicles older than the pre-cording to him, phase | smugglers usually
scribed ten years. Consequenthys afected the  smuggle contraband to meet their own needs
economy of the country because custom duty waalthough they might smuggle enough to cover
not paid on these smuggled items, the situatiortheir expenses by selling some of the contra-
led to the review in the policy with the age of bands.
vehicles raised from ten to fifteen years in di- Phase Il on the other hand involves groups
rect response to the activities of smugglers.of individuals who know each other and have a
Another interesting scenario is the rule in theshared value system which they achieve through
custom service that if anyone is found within smuggling.
the country with a vehicle on which duty was Phase Ill however refers toganizations
not paid (in other words, smuggled) the indi- formed for the sole purpose of smuggling though
vidual is merely made to pay the duty and par they may engage in a particular legitimate busi-
ticular percentage as fine. ness as a front for the actual smuggling activi-
Smuggling in Nigeria as in other places isties.The emphasis in this particular study is on
not without risks and some form of hazards tothe phase | smugglers, this is because they are
the smugglers. For instance, men of the Nigethe most visible, they are found daily at the-bor
ria Custom Service many times engage smugeers, dynamic in their operations, more fre-
glers in armed combat which lead to death, arquently apprehended, and they meet the law
rest, prosecution and in some instances convicenforcement “smuggler profiles.”
tion. These are in addition to risk of accidents  Perhaps, one reason why attempt at control-
from other causes as the smugglers look for wayfing smuggling activities in Nigeria has been
of bringing their products into the countip  futile is the multiple natures of her borders;
spite of these risks, smuggling as a line of prenobody can precisely say how many routes there
ferred business continues to thrive by the dayare Although the dficial/legal entry points may
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be known, observation has indicated that therglays in the tendency to engage in smuggling.
are countless other entry points (land and maThis is to check on the assertion of Hovarth
rine) that are dicially unknown, unmanned or and Zuckerman (1993) that individuals with
very poorly mannedAnother possible factor is high needs for stimulations are more likely than
the fact that the country has several neighbourtow sensation seekers to engage in smuggling
amongst which are Benin Republiogo, Chad, and other negative activities in order to experi-
and CameroonAll these countries have com- ence intense feelings of arousal.

mon cultural heritages andfiaities with Ni- In addition to dispositional factors, psycholo-
gerians living along their border areas ( for ex-gists have also over time established that the
ample, the Bayu Kingdom cuts across Borno environment is a very significant factor influ-
State in Nigeria and Chad; the Ketu Kingdom encing behavior across situatioibe Nigerian

in Nigeria and Benin Republic, tiemazonia  environment is noted for its dynamism in the
in Nigeria and Cameroon, ti@golese and the economic sectopolitical space and diverse cul-
Yoruba of Nigeria)The import of these dynamic tural leanings across the countihus, it is
heritages is that the people see themselves dg/pothesized that dispositional and contextual
kin and kith and as such do not see the reasofactors will significantly independently and
for there to be any impediment to movement ofjointly predict smuggling behavior among iden-
goods and service3his mindset makes the tified smugglers.

works of law enforcement agentsfati@ilt, in

that the people see them as “victimizing” their METHOD
“cousins”, and as a result smuggling activities
are actively abetted. Reseach Design

However the preoccupation of this study is
to examine the dispositional and contextual fac- This is a cross-sectional survey design using
tors predicting smuggling behavior in spite of ex post facto method'here was no active ma-
the serious risk and stigma involved. Of-par nipulation of the variables in the study; ques-
ticular interest is the examination of personal-tionnaires were only administered on the-par
ity of individuals to see if it predicts smuggling ticipants to tap information on existing tenden-
behavior Ryckman (2004) postulates that per cies and behaviour3he dispositional factors
sonality describes the dynamic andjamized are openness to experience, agreeableness, neu-
set of characteristics possessed by a person thatticism, conscientiousness, extraversion, locus
uniquely influences his or her cognitions, moti- of control, and risk taking propensity with con-
vations, and behaviours. In other words, thetextual factors as economic, family influence and
personality of an individual is a propelling fac- peer influence while smuggling behaviour is the
tor responsible for various kinds of behavior thedependent variable.
individual engages in. Costa and McCrae (1982)
proposed that personality has five dimensionsParticipants
These according to them are: neuroticism, agree-
ableness, extraversion, openness, and conscien- Participants in this study comprised of 200
tiousnessThe view of this five-factor personal- smugglers drawn using the snowball sampling
ity dimension is that individuals fall between technique from the population of smugglers in
two extremes of each dimension, in other wordsfwo border communities in Nigeridhe age
it is not a matter of possessing or not possessange was between 20 years to 60 years with a
ing a trait, it is a matter of where an individual mean age of 37.13 and standard deviation of
is on the continuum with respect to each of the8.43. Males were 188 (96.3%) while females
five dimensions. were 12 (3.7%). On marital status, 48% were

The same goes for locus of control which married, 30.2% were divorced, 9.8% were sepa-
describes the degree to which individuals- per rated, while 12% were singledlith regards to
ceive that outcome results from their own levels of education attained, 2.6% had no for
behaviours, or from forces that are external tomal education, 3% had primary school leaving
themselvesAdmittedly, smuggling involves certificate, 20.5% were high school graduates,
certain degree of risk and this study is inter 10.5% had ordinary diploma or its equivalent,
ested in the role that risk taking propensity 50.8% had first degree/higher diploma while
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12.6% did not indicate their educational quali- from .65 - .78 and an overdlpha Coeficient

fication. of .92.The economic factor scale is the Section
E of the questionnaire; it was developed by
Sampling Procedure Animashaun (2007) with internal consistency

from .68 -.88 andlpha Coeficient of .90. Sec-

Based on the nature of the population of in-tion D is the family influence scale also devel-
terest, the snowball sampling technique wasoped byAnimashaun (2007), the author reported
found adequate to recruit people for the studyinternal consistency of .65 - .78 and overall co-
This involved identifying a smuggling suspect, efficientAlpha of .89. Section G measured peer
gaining his/her confidence by explaining the influence and was authored Byrimashaun
nature of the research and giving assurance q2007) with test-retest reliability cdifient of
confidentially with no risk of exposure, the sus- .76 and internal consistency of .68 - .79.-Per
pect then helped to enlist others who also helpedeived smuggling behaviour scale is the Sec-
in enlisting moreThe participants were given tion H of the questionnaire developed by Oladeji
explanations as to the purpose and nature of th€010), it is a 10-item Likert format scale with
research, specificallythey were told that the a 5 point response option, the author reported
research is purely for academic purpose andlpha Coeficient of .80 and internal consis-
thereby the result will not be used for any othertency from .67 - .79.
purpose. Confidentiality was assured, verbal For each of the scales any score above the
consent sought while they were also informedmean indicates an individual is high on the con-
that they were not under obligation to partici- struct, in other words, the higher the score the
pate and actually reserved the right to disenhigher possession of the construct under con-
gage at any point they felt likEhose who con- sideration.
sented were given the questionnaires with a plea
that they be as truthful as possible in their re-Satistical Analysis
sponses and that there was no right or wrong
answer Questionnaire administration and re- The data collected was analyzed using mul-
trieval took 6 weeks with the help of three re-tiple regression analysis from the statistical

search assistants. programme for the social sciences (SPSS). Spe-
cifically, smuggling behaviour was regressed
Instruments against the dispositional and contextual factors.
A structured questionnaire, made up of 8 sec- RESULTS

tions was used in data collection. Sectin

tapped the socio-demographic information of the Table 1 shows the summary of multiple re-
participants while Section B — H were self-re- gression showing the independent and joint pre-
port validated scales measuring the variables ofliction of dispositional and contextual variables
interest. SpecificallySection B is the Big Five on smuggling behaviour

Factor Inventory authored by Costa and Macrae Table 1 shows that the dispositional and con-
(1992). It is a Likert format scale measuring 5textual factors jointly predicted smuggling
domains of personality (openness to experiencehehaviour of the participants (R = .8%;,R.63;
conscientiousness, extraversion, agreeableness<.05), they jointly accounted for 63% of the
and neuroticism), the Reliabililpha for the  variance. Meanwhile, neuroticism, extraversion,
5 subscales are .97, .76, .74, .85, and .78 rdecus of control, risk taking behavig@conomic
spectively while theAlpha Coeficient for the  factor, family influence and peer influence sig-
whole scale is .91. Section C is the Rotter (1966ificantly independently predicted smuggling
locus of control scale, it is a 24-item Likert scale behaviour = .17, t = 2.85, p<.0%=.12; t =
with 5 points response options wilipha Co-  1.97; p<.05f = .13; t = 2.68; p<.093 = .26; t
efficient of .89 and split-half reliability of .72. =5.45; p<.050 = .44; t= 8.94; p<.033 = .18;
Section D of the questionnaire contained thet = 3.42; p<.058 = .23; t = 4.40; p<.05) re-
Weber et al. (2002) risk taking scale, it is a 30-spectivelywhile, openness to experience, agree-
item scale with internal consistency rangingableness and conscientiousness did not signifi-
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cantly predict smuggling behaviour indepen-dicted smuggling behavior among suspected
dently. smugglers.

Economic factor was found to be the highest
Table 1: Summay of multiple regression showing the  predictor of smuggling behavior in this study
independent and joint prediction of dispositional and This may not be unconnected with the preva-

contextual variables on smuggling behaviour lent poverty and economic hardship in Nigeria,
Variable Beta t R R F the economy of the country is such that a greater
Openness to experience34 .46 percentage of the population lives below pov-
Agreeableness .05 .35 erty line and the middle class has almost gone
(N:gg;%tiigri]stirgusness -gg g-gg into extinction.The labour market is saturated
Exiraversion 12 197 80 63 24.58 with unemployed people and the inability on the
Locus of control 30 268 part of government to generate and sustain
Risk taking behaviour .35  5.45 power supply has forced many companies and
Economic factor 69 8.94 industries to fold up thereby compounding the
Eam"}’f'lnf'uence %g ﬁ-z‘g unemployment problerThese realities are said
eerinfluence : : to be pushing people into criminal activities in-
'p<.05 cluding smuggling in spite of risk involved all
in a bid to surviveThis is a corroboration of
DISCUSSION Onyejiakwus (1991) findings that most fami-

lies in Nigeria are not financially empowered

The findings in this study indicated that dis- to meet their basic needs and this lack keeps
positional factors (openness to experiencepushing people into criminal activities. Simi-
agreeableness, Neuroticism, extraversion, conlarly, Sampson and Laub (1990) established a
scientiousness, locus of control, risk taking be-link between poverty and antisocial behavior;
havior) and contextual factors (family influence, they afirmed that poverty makes parents less
peer influence and economic influence) jointly effective in providing support and monitoring
predicted smuggling behavior significantly behavior of their children.
among suspected smugglérke factors jointly Locus of control was also found to predict
accounted for 63% of the variance in the pre-smuggling behavior in this study; this confirms
diction of smuggling behavior while the remain- the finding of Dailey (1980) which reported a
ing 37% can be attributed to error variance andelationship between task variabilitask difi-
other variables not considered in the presentulty, and locus of control. In another study
study This finding corroborates the assertion Kasperson (1982) found a high positive corre-
of Ryckman (2004) that personality influences lation between negative attitudes and external
cognitions, motivation, and behaviours in vari- locus of control. Risk taking propensity was also
ous situations. Earlier research has also indifound to be positively related to smuggling
cated significant relationship between person-behaviour; this is in consonance with literature
ality and behaviqrspecifically Ciarrochi et al. on the matterFor instance, Donovan et al.
(2000) found that there exists a strong relation{1991) and Jessor (1993) asserted that adoles-
ship between personality and antisocial behav<cent high in risk-taking behavior place less value
ior. In a similar research, Zeng and Miller (2002) on conventional societal values and engage more
reported significant correlation between agree-n deviant behavioiThis observed deviant be-
ableness extraversion, conscientiousness, neunavior in some adolescents has been associated
roticism and antisocial behavidnvariably the  with parental upbringing, Olanrewaju (1999)
joint prediction of smuggling behavior by both reported that adolescents more prone to antiso-
dispositional and contextual factors is a confir cial activities are mostly those from singlepar
mation of the traditional view point of psychol- ents or brought up in homes where marital vio-
ogy that individuals are lgely influenced by lence obtained or where one or both parents have
the interaction of their personality characteris-history of alcoholism, drug abuse, smoking etc.
tics and the environment as exemplified in theAll these are likely factors that may predispose
nature-nurture gument. Meanwhile, all the the emeging personality into antisocial activi-
factors except openness to experience, agreeablges like smuggling. In a similar submission,
ness and conscientiousness independently prértese (1998) was of the opinion that global-
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ization which has increased thdicfl respon- Ciarrochi J, ChaA, Caputi P2000 A critical evaluation of

T i the emotional intelligence construPersonality and
sibilities of parents keep parents more ifices Individual Differences, 28: 539-561.

than at home while paying less attention to thecosta PTJ;, McCrae RR 1992NEO PI-R Professional
moral development of the children, this leads I\R/Ianual. Odlessa, FL: Psychologicalssessment
i i _ esources, Inc.
tQ a break down in control and breedlng of so Dailey RC 1980. Relationship between locus of control, task
cial deviants. . L characteristics, and work attitudeRsychological
It was also found that peer influence signifi- Reports, 47: 855-861.
cantly predicted smuggling behavidhere ap- Defiem M, Kelly H 2001. Smuggling. In: David Luckenbill,

e Dennis L Peck (Eds.)The Encyclopedia of
peared to be a consensus among majority of the Criminology and Deviant Behaviour, 2, Crime and

smugglers sampled that they were introduced  juvenile Deliquency, 473 — 475.
into the business either directly by peers whoDonovan JE, Jessor R, Costa F 198dolescent health

recruited them or indirectly through the envied ~ Dbehavior and conventionality unconventionaly
. . : . . extension of problem-behavior theoriealth
lifestyles of their peers involved in the business.  pgychology, 10 (1): 52-61.

This found support in the works of Farrington Elliot DS, Mernard S 1996. Delinquents friends and
(1989),V\ﬁ||iams (1994), and Elliot and Menard delinquent behaviorTemporal and developmental

T . . patterns. In: JD Hawkins (EdDeliquency and Crime:
(1996), these individuals in their separate stud- & rent Theories. Cambridge, United Kingdom:

ies afirmed that there is a strong correlation Cambridge University Press.
between peer influence and delinquent behavFarrington DP 1989. Early predictors of adolescent

ior, this has been demonstrated in a study that ~ 299tession and adult violenagolence and Victims,

having delinquent peers is closely associatediovarth P Zuckerman M 1993. Sensation seeking, risk
with been convicted for illegal behavior later in appraisal and risky behaviauPersonality and
life Individual Differences, 14: 41 — 52.
! Kasperson C 1982. Locus of control and job dissatisfaction.
Psychological Reports, 50: 823-826.
CONCLUSION Oladeji K 2010.Psychosocial Predictors of Smuggling
Behaviour among Suspected Smugglers in Selected

S - N Border Areasin Nigeria. MMP Thesis, Unpublished.
Considering the findings in this stydybe- |b‘i;d§'nzﬁer?}§'e’:si{§§?ﬁ)adan, esis, Fnpublishe

comes obvious that containing or curtailing Oladeji MO 2010. Perception of smuggling among the
smuggling to enhance both global and local Yoruba people of Oke-Ogun of SoMtlestern Nigeria.

P, Internet Journal of Criminology, 1-13
economy goes beyond putting in place rules anq)lanrewajuAK 1999. Adolescent f?’}(l)m One Parent, Step

legislation enforced by various agents. Rather Parents, and Intact Families: Emotional Problemsand
attitudinal change through psychological pro- Suicide Attempts. M.Ed Thesis, Unpublished. Lagos:

; University of Lagos.
grammes should be embarked upon ”ght fro.;nOnyejiakwu FO 1991Psychology of Adolescence. Ibadan:

elementary school to tertiary institutions. In thi Rapid Publishers.
regard, students are taught how to be respon@rtese PT 1998. Single parenting in Nigeria: Counselling

i iti i i implications.The Counselor, 16(1): 61-66.
sible citizens, sabotagmgfecbt of Smqulmg on Rotter J 1966Generalized expectancies for internal versus

a nations’ economy and the danger involved in"""cyternal control of reinforcementBsychological
smuggling activitiesAll these, in addition to Monographs, 80 (1):1- 609. _

public enlightenment campaign to sensitize therCkgji?orF;iigggﬂ;%%ﬁdg\fN gg\sonallty- Belmont,
populace to the danger of smuggling. In addl'Sampson RJ, Laub JH 1990. Crime and deviance over the
tion, employment should be created to decon- life course:The salience of adult social bonds.
gest the labour market while conditions of-ser American Sociological Review, 55, 609 — 627.

vice should be improved to ease the financialSauGAF, 2010 A1 ﬁgrasrgr'i%sagaoﬁgygrtug"gﬂﬁgaﬁ'g
burden of familiesThese measures will no doubt behaviorA developmental smuggling model (Part 2).
reduce pressures in the family and make par  Forensic Examiner, 13: 14-22. _ -

ents more functional in their parenting roles Weber EU, Blai#\R, Betz N 2002A domain-specific risk-

. . . . attitude scale: Measuring risk perceptions and risk
while strengthening mechanisms to monitor behaviors Journal of Behavioral Decision Making,

children not to fall into bad company 15: 263-290.
Wikipedia 2010. Smuggling @enization. From<http//
www.wikipedia.com.> (Retrieved on/ril 2011).
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