ISSN 0970-9274

JOURNAL OF HUMAN ECOLOGY

International Interdisciplinary Journal of Man-Environment Relationship

© Kamla-Raj 2014 J Hum Ecol, 47(2): 193-200 (2014)

Panacea and Perfidy of Globalisation as an Engine of Social
Development in Developing Countries

S. M. Kang’ethe

University of Fort Hare. P/B X1314, Alice, South Africa
Telephone: +27406022420, Cell: 0787751095, E-mail: smkangethe@yahoo.com

KEYWORDS Social Development. Developing Countries. Millennium Development Goals. Capitalism and
Imperialism. Poverty

ABSTRACT The paper endeavours to validate positive aspects of globalization to social development of developing
countries; as well as to critique negative aspects that globalisation poses to social development of developing
countries. The paper uses literature review methodology. Globalisation has been identified as an engine of social
development in facilitating: international development of policies such as MDGs; global information generation,
packaging, communication and dissemination; exposure of human rights violation; advocacy of gender equality;
advocacy for accountability, transparency and good governance in developing world; fighting global ills such as
hunger, abuses and atrocities of all kinds; diseases such as HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis; and opening new
markets for the products of the developing world. It also poses challenges of: widening inequality between
developed and developing countries; is a tool of exploitation and imperialism; widens opportunities for the rich
countries to extend their political power over poor countries. The paper recommends: global efforts to maximize
positive aspects of social development to developing countries; negotiations between all countries to redress the
challenges of globalization to developing countries; debt cancellation by the developed world to developing
countries; and ensuring fair playing ground in trade between all countries.



