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ABSTRACT Thispaper considersthe strategies of self help group for micro-enterprise development inrural areas. It seeksto
answer the question of whether and under which conditions self help groupsare an effective vehiclefor organizing and representing
local peoplein the devel opment of community based micro-enterprises. Focusing particularly on examplesfrom Indiain the
context of food asalocal resource, special attention ispaid to success and failurefactors of self help groups. While self help
group strategies have been applied in the past as a blind replication of success models without considering the intricacies
involved in group formation, success of self help groupsisbased on athorough understanding of local conditionsand possibilities
tointervene.



