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ABSTRACT With population growth, massive pressure has been put on natural resources to produce more agricultural products,
whilst million tons of agricultural products go to waste during agricultural process. The main purpose of the study was to investigate
effective factors in apple waste in Zanjan Province, Iran. The population consisted of apple farmers (NF=1000) and extension
experts (NEE=78) who deal with activities about apple in Zanjan Province. A sample of 200 apple farmers and 78 extension
experts were selected using stratified random sampling method. Data were collected through questionnaires. Validity of questionnaire
was determined through opinions of faculty members at University of Tehran and agricultural experts in Zanjan Province. Cronbach's
alpha was used to estimate the reliability. The reliability was found to be acceptable (alpha nF= 0.75, alpha nEE= 0.86). The
results revealed that post harvesting problem, pre-harvesting- natural problem, infrastructure and harvesting problems were the
four factors affected apple waste. These factors could totally explained 66.38 percent of variance of variables.
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